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November 21, 1960 



Houston 6, Texas 



be 

hlC 



Dear Mrs 



received. 



i 



Your letter dated November 14, 1960, has boon 



Although I would like to bo of service, the FBI 
has not investigated the group you named, and I cannot help 
you* I hope you will not infer in this connection, however, 
that this is either a clearance or nonclearanco of the organ- 
ization in question. 



[ Enclosed are publications on the subject of 

; communism available for ^ener^i distribution by the FBI 
which you may find of interest. 



Tolson _ 

Mohr 

Parsons _ 
Belmont _ 
Callahan . 
DeLoach . 

Ma lone 

McGuire _ 

Rosen 

Tamm 



MAILED 31' 

NOV*?.? 1960 

C0MM.F31 



Trotter 

W.C. Sullivan/ 
Tele. Room 1 
Ingram 
Gandy 



Sincerely your&, 

John Edgar Hoover 
Director 



1/ jC — 



Enclosures (6) 



i) 



J? 



.-V 



"sion and Democratic Reality 
17th National Convention, CP USA 
Diree|p$^j Speech 10-18-60 ^ 
Coi^inanisni* <»The Bitter Enemy of Religion 1 
Communist Target- -Youth 
NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Bufileo. The John Birch Society 
is allegedly an anticommunist organization with branches over the various part 
of the country. Our field offices have been alerted to watch its activities 
inasmuch as its head, Robert Welch, indicated at one time that he thought 
a group having the appearance of a front organization might be effective 

|4&| attracting true subversives. ' * 

^ DCL:jpr(3) f < ^ \ 
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November 14, I960 



United States Department of Justice 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington 25, D. C. 



Dear Mr, Hoover, ^ 
I am interested in finding out any particulars about the John Birch Society. 
Is this in any way subversive? Can you give me any information about 
this group? 

I have considered joining because I understand that they are interested 
in fighting Communism. 



/-/ 



Houston b, IbXcis 



b6 
b7C 



MiL IMFORjmTTON CONTAINED 
JJEREIH IS ONOLAGSIEtED 
BATE, h A x-V\ BYvSpViQft^ 
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Mr. 



November 23, 19S0 



iPost .Office £o& 
Longview, Texas 



b6 
b7C 



Dear Mr. 



5\ l 




Your letter dated November IS, 1960, has 



been received. 

I am glad to know of your desire to help combat 
the growing menace of communism, and enclosed are publi- 
cations which I hope you will find of interest. Certainly, an 
aroused and enlightened citizenry id needed if we are to defend 
our democratic way of life against the subversive forces facing 
\xb today. 

lam unable, however, to answer your specific 
inquiries since the FBI is strictly an investigative agency of 
the Federal Government and, as such, does not make evaluations 
or draw conclusions as to the character or integrity of any 
organization, publication or individual. I hope you will under- 
stand my position and will not infer that this constitutes a 
clearance or nonclearance of the groups in question. 




Sincerely Wgfrl. 

JobUsEdgafr I&bvei 
'Director 



Tolson 

Mohr 

Parsons _ 
Belmont - 
Callahan . 
DeLoach . 

Ma lone 

McGuire - 

Rosen 

Tamm 

Trotter _ 



W.C. Sullivan 
Tele. Ro< 
Ingram 
Gandy . 



Enclosures (7) 

Communist Illusion and Democratic Reality Expose of Soviet Espionage 
Director's Speech of 10-18-60 Communist Target —Youth 

March, 1960, LEB Introduction & 17th Convention CPUSA y r 

Communism: The Bitter Enemy of Religion i r ' 

£^What You Can Do To Fight Communism /- ' ^4 

CL jffi§/ 3 ^ - SEE NEXT PAGE FOR BU NOTE: 

roomTEHF teletype unit U3 < 
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Mr. 



NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Bufiles* The John 
Birch Society is allegedly an anticommunist organization with 
branches over the various parts of the country. This organization 
was founded by Robert Welch in Indianapolis, Indiana, in December, 
1958. Our field offices have been alerted to watch its activities 
inasmuch as its head, Robert, Welch, indicated at one time that 
he thought a group having the appearance of a front organization 
might be effective in attracting true subversives. Welch has also 
made bitter attacks in the past on President Eisenhower and his 
administration in his writings* The League of Women Voters 
of the United States has not been investigated by the Bureau. 
Information has been received that a relatively few of its national 
officers have been connected with various organizations of a communist 
nature; however, we have had no information to indicate that the 
group is either communist influenced or controlled. (100-412579) 
Above reply has been given in the past relative to the League of 
Women Voters* Since correspondent is making inquiry concerning 
both this group and the John Birch Society, above reply would seem 
to best serve the Bureau interests. 
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November 15, 1960 



♦ 



.ongview, ^exa6 

he 

hlC 



Office of J. £dgar Hooyer 

Federal Bureau of Investigation t 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Sir: 

During the past few weeks we have had several people approach us in 
this area about the possibility of becoming meters of and supporting 
the program of an organization called ^e^John^Wrch^^ This 
organization purports to be primarily concert the 
spread of Communism in our country and abroad through the use of an 
organization of cells for instruction political meetings, I have read 
some of their literature and have talked with a number of people who 
are presently supporting their program, but the results have been 
inconclusive. It appears from this cursory examination that this organ- 
ization has some radical elements and in some areas is very extreme. 
However, I felt that it would be appropriate to solicit your advice're- 
garding this organisation and ask you to provide me with whatever date 
you might have concerning the history of The John Birch Society and the 
background of the people primarily concerned with its operation. I 
would also appreciate an indication of the feeling of the people in your 
organization as to whether this society is beneficial to our country 
and if it is one to which a person who is interested in the security 
of -our nation should become connected. 

One of the things which has disturbed me among the things which I have 
heard from the people now supporting the John Birch Society, is their 
criticism of the League -of Women voters. It is their contention that 
the League of ¥omen voters is too liberal and is primarily an organization 
whose objectives are the furtherance of the principles of the more 
liberal elements of the Democratic party. This accusation is to be 
expected from the true conservatives in our part of the country since, 
by far, the large marjority of the people are members of the Democratic 
party and are prone to support the ideals and the platforms which some 
of the rest of .us feel are too liberal. However, I have seen no, reason 
to feel that these people are too radical in their approach and \ do 
not know what reputation this ^ organization enjoys on a national basis. 
Therefore, 1 would appreciate "your opinion on the same matters as Re- 
quested concerning The John Birch Society regarding the objectives and ^ fQt 

people involved - REC . 27 (sA^MW^/— 6/< 

AIX ipoiSftTION CONTAINED ^ rtD ■ * 

HEREIN lo WCLASSI£IED 3 NOV 28 1960 k A ij$&V V 
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November 15, 1960 

Office of J. ETdgar Hoover 

Page - 2 - 

In addition to the information which I have requested concerning these 
two specific organizations, I would be very interested in knowing what 
steps your department feels that the public can take in educating the 
general citizenry in the dangers to our democratic system from the 
threats of Communism and Socialism, and if there are any particular 
publications or organizations which would assist us in our desires to 
protect the American way of Life. 

X appreciate very much your interest in my request and I "will look 
forward to hearing from you at your earliest convenience. 

Yours very truly, 



GAB:lr 
cc: 



b6 
b7C 



Tyler, Texas 



Houston 3 1> , Texas 
rear Mr, 



November 23, 1960 



b6 
b7C 



been received. 



Your letter postmarked November 15, 1930, 1ms 



Although I would like to be of service, the FBI 
has not investigated the group you named, and I am unable to be 
of aid. Please do not infer, however, in this connection that 
this constitutes a clearance or nonclearance of the organization 
in question. 



Enclosed are publications on the subject of 
communism available for general distribution by the FBI which 
you may find of interest. 



NOV 2 3 1960 



1/1 



-7 



Sincerely yours, 

3* Kf: 1 ? E'*'3 T iT3?3 



John Edgar Hoover 
Director 
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Enclosures (6) 
Director's Speech 10-18-60 
Communist Illusion and Democratic Reality 
~) Introduction March, 1960 LEB & 17th National Convention CP, USA 
/ u$\\ 9^1&ilY^ii Can Do To Fight Communism 
* * % * Communist Target —Youth 

} Ejc|)ose of Soviet Espionage ^jj^ 

. ^OTE: ^Correspondent is not identifiable in Bufiles. The John Birch Society 
is allegedly an anticommunist organization with branches over the various 
parts of the country. Our field offices have been alerted to watch its activities 
inasmuch as its head, Robert Welch, indicated at one time that he thought a 
group having the appearance of a front organization might be effective in attract] 
ing true subversives. Welch,has, in the past, also attacked President Eisen- 
1(^3 ^Y°^^^SI^ Et ^ UNIT ^ hower, and his Administration in his writings. 
DCL:pd^*(3) ' 
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Houston 35* Texas, 



Honorable J.Edgar Hoover, 
Federal Bureau of Invest igation, 
Washington, D.C. 



O . 



Dear Mr Hoovers 

I am anxious to learn more about- a society called, "The John 



Bfoch Society" organized in Indianapolis, Indiania on December 9th,,196Q. 

I am not interested in affilliation with this society. Some 
of ny acquaintances are being solicited for membership and I would like 
to know more about its origin, the reasons for same , its principals, 
its ambitions, the historic character if that is available in can be 
divulged of its founders. 

Forgive me if I am asking for information that you feel I 
should not have. I am a simple American Citizen, not easily swept off 
W feet by fanaticism. I just -want to know more about this "SOOIETr" 
in order that I may have a ready and good answer for not aff illiatiag 
when and if I am solicited, if I should desire not to affiliate. 



-b6 
b7C 



ALL INFOK^TION CONTAINED 
RZH21H IS UNCLASSIFIED 

pa™ - x 



XXk% American, LaJce I believe you to be, 



NOV 28 1960 
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November 22, 19G0 




Amarill6,~Texas 
Dear Mr, 
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^^^^^ 

Your letter of November 15, 1980, has been received, 
and the interest which prompted you to write is indeed appreciated. 

While I would like to be of assistance regarding your 
inquiry, the FBI is strictly an investigative agency of the federal 
Government, and does not furnish evaluations or comments concerning 
the character or integrity of any individual, publication or organization. 
I can advise you, however, that the organization you mentioned has not 
been the subject of an investigation by this Bureau, but thio should not 
be construed as a clearance or nonclearance by the FBI. 

We do not distribute or maintain a list such as you 
described; however, a list of organizations which have been cited by 
the Attorney General pursuant to Executive Order 10450 can be 
obtained by writing to the Subversive Organizations Section, Internal ^ gs 
Security Division, United States Department of Justice, c/ashington, 
In view of your concern, I am enclosing some material which may bo o£5 1 ^ 
interest to you. 



no 



NOV 2 31960 




Enclosures (4) 
Communist Illusion and Democratic Reality 



Sincerely yours, 

John JBd^ar Hoover 
'Doctor 



CPS- 



o 
o 



o 



0" 



ZOne Nation's Response to Communism 
-Expose of Soviet Espionage 
Co/mmunist Target — Youth 

^NjOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Bufiles. 
" L . ,,A Vtf ft > NOTE CONTINUED NEXT PAGE 

- w, *4iAIL ROOM □ TELETYPE UNIT □ 
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November 15, 1960 



Mr, J. Edgar Hoover 

Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 



Dear Mr, Hoover: 



o 



I have been invited to join the John Birch Society and have 
checked into its operations on aTocaTTSv^^ that 
they are organized for a good American cause, but one never 
knows these days for sure. It is requested that you advise 
me if this organization is on your subversive list* 

I shall hold up joining this organization until I receive your 
reply. 

Yours very truly, 



Amariilo, Texas 



to 6 
b7C 



LGP: cm 



ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN 13 UNCLASSIFIED 



a NOV 28 I960 
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November 23, 1960 



<-A Methuen, Massachusetts 
Dear Mr. 



bo 
b7C 



Your letter of November 14, 1960, with 
enclosure, has been received, and the interest which 
prompted you to write is appreciated. 

Although I would like to be of service, this 
Bureau has conducted no investigation regarding the indi- 
vidual and publication about which you inquired, and I am 
unable to be of assistance to you. This should not, however, 
be construed as a clearance or nonclearance by the FBI. 

Enclosed is some material concerning the 
general subject of communism which may be of interest, 
and I am also enclosing the self-addressed,stamped 
envelope which you thoughtfully forwarded. 



Tolson 

Mohr 

Parsons _ 
Belmont _ 
Callahan . 
DeLoach . 
Malone . 
McGuire . 
Rosen . 
Tamm _ 



; 3 1S8D 



Trotter . 
W.C. Sullivan . 
Tele. Room . 

Ingram 

Gandy 



Sincerely yours, 



John Edgar Hoover 
Director 



Enclosures (7) 

correspondents envelope 
Director's 10-18-60 speech 

3-1-60 LEB Introduction & 17th National Convention 

Communist Illusion and Democratic Reality 

One Nation's Response t$« Communism 

Expose of Soviet Espionage' ? £ 

C ommunist Target- - Yoatfr U'J tf f / 



0, |; 



RWEtjab^ 



it) ;< ~N(}TE NEXT PAGE 



ft*' 



' 4 



MAIL ROOM 



□ 



TELETYPE UNIT 



□ 



L 

Dii 
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* 



NOTE: No record Bufiles identifiable with correspondent. The 
John Birch Society, founded by Robert Welch of Belmont, 
Massachusetts, is purported to be an anticommunist organization. 
We have not investigated the group. "American Opinion" formerly 
M One Man's Opinion" is published irregularly by Welch. It is a 
magazine consisting of reviews of current topics by various authors 
and comments by Welch. Many articles are anticommunist. 
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Methuen, Mass. 
November 14, 196Q 



Edgar Hoover, Director 
rjederal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 
My Dear Mr. Hoover: 

>' For the past three years I have been reading, regularly, a 

ZEE o e • a " ed i??"?? ° pinic d This ma 9° zi " e b *9°" °s One 
Man , 0pi n,on, publ.shed by, RoberVWelch of Belmont, Massachusetts. 

; l have great faith in this man and his writings. I also have 
gr#at faith m some of his reporters: William Schlamm, J. B. Mathews, 
Reytlo P.Oliver. 

I My wife thinks Robert Welch is a Communist or has Commu- 
nist leanings, I think he is trying to wake up America to the facts of 
woHd affairs. 



I would appreciate it if you would inform m'e as to whether or 
notrAmencan Opinion is a Communist-inspired magazine or if if really 
is the anti-Communist magazine it claims to be. 

\ 

| Enclosed you will find a self-addressed, stamped envelope in 
which I would appreciateyour promptest reply; 



Trenfiain 



Thanking you very much for your cooperation irt this matter, 



Very truly yours, 



be 

b7C 



'ALL INFOPjfmON CONTAINED* 
HEREIH 13 s 
DATE ^£\>iSA_B^^^\&^ 



6 - J~ AY </'•</ - 




Amarillo,, Texas 



11-22-60 
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NOTE CONTINUED The John Birch Society was organized by 

Robert Welch in December, 1958, at Indianapolis, Indiana. It is allegedly 
an anticommunist organization with branches over various parts of the 
country, SAC letter 60-5 calls this organization to the attention of the field 
and instructs them that any information on their activities should be 
furnished to the Bureau. 
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November 23, 1860 



North Syracuse ia A New Yoris 
Bear Major 



be 
b7C 



received. 



Your letter dated November 14, 1060, has been 




OS.;:: 



Tolson 
Mohr _ 



Parsons 
Belmont 
Callahan 
DeLoach 
Malone - 
McGuire 
Rosen — 
Tamm 
Trotter 
W.C. Sullivan 
Tele. Room 



I am glid to know of your desire to combat 
the growing menace of communism, and enclosed are publications 
available for distribution by the FBI which offer citisens suggestions 
as to how they can defend our democratic way of life against the ; / 
subversive forces facing m today. I am unable as a matter of 
policy to recommend to you any additional specific publication, and 
you will, no doubt, appreciate my position, 

"With reference to your other inquiry, I wish to advise 
that the FBI has not investigated the group you named, and I cannot 
be of help. I hope, however, you will not infer in thitf connection 
that this constitutes a clearance or nonclearance of the organization ^ 



in question. 



NOV 2 U 1960 

C0MM-F3I 




Sincerely your 

John Edgar Hoover 
Eirector 



cog 



Co 

Q 
O 
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Director's Speech 10-18-60 The American Legion 
Commui]LiBiill l \isj < on and Democratic Reality 

Introduction 'March, 1960, LEB & 17th National Convention CP, USA 
What You Can Do To Fight Communism 
Communist Target— Youth 
Expose of Soviet Espionage } j 

I ^ vJ^T 
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Letter to Major 
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NOTE: Correspondent is. not identifiable in Bufiles. The John Birch Society 1 
is allegedly an anticommunist organization with branches over the various 
parts of the country. Our field offices have been alerted to watch its activities 
inasmuch as its head, Robert Welch, indicated at one time that he thought 
a group having the appearance of a front organization might be effective in 
attracting true subversives. Welch has, in the past, also attacked President 
Eisenhower and his Administration in his writings. 
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Mr. Tolso: 
Mr. Mohr. 
Mr. Pars ms. 
* |*Mr. Belmont,. 




Ik November i960 



Honorable J. Edgar Hoover 

Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation 

U.S. Department of Justice 

Washington 25, D.C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 



Mr. t*)$pmi.-~Z 

M \ M^Ouire_ 

Mr. Rosen 

Mr. Tamm — 



Mr. Trotter 

Mr. 'W.C.Sullivan 
Tele. Room.l 



I Mr. Ingram„-J — 
I Miss^ Gandy™* — 



to\m 



I am an Air Force Officer, and while on a recent leave in my home 
of Columbus, Ohio, I was invited "by a friend to attend a meeting 
sponsored by an anti-communist organization in that city* The meeting 
Consisted of a filmed presentation of a speech givgjjrjby a Mr* Rob ert 





•-Welch, representing an organization called the Jd^^^^^l^^ 
The picture this man painted of the success and extent of the Communist 
conspiracy in our country was truly startling* Especially shocking 
to me vere the veiled and indirect accusations of treason regarding 
prominent individuals whom I have always thought of as outstanding 
and loyal Americans. 

I decided that if what this man had to say was true, then I was duty- 
hound as a loyal citizen to do everything in my power to help fight 
this menace, especially through organized and concerted action such 
as that offered by his organization. Although I did not doubt the 
sincerity of this man I was not fully convinced that the success of 
communist subversion could be as great as he claimed without more 
people being aware of it and doing something about it. Therefore, 
I felt that my first obligation was to educate myself in every way 
possible on this subject. 

I am writing you this letter, sir, in the hope that you might furnish 
me with a list of books, pamphlets and sources of information from which 
I might gain a first-hand knowledge of communist activities. I hesitated 
to take up your valuable time in this manner, but I was encouraged to do 
so in the belief that you may have such information readily available 
for distribution as a result of similar requests from other people. 
Most of all I felt that this matter is important enough to justify 
going directly to you in order that I may be sure of getting started 
in the right direction. 

I am not wholly ignorant of the aims and methods of Communism, and in ^X,,, ^ 
this regard I am especially familiar with your book, "Masters of Deceit". 
What I am seeking is first-hand information and evidence of the extent 
and success of Communism as claimed by Mr;. 'Welch. I am thinking 
especially of such evidence .as -Ipuld be available through the government 
printing office ( sworn testimony before the tin-American Activities 



Committee, etc.) 




I am one of those who ms never really convinced that Senator Joe 
McCarthy -was not on the right track, and now I am more uncertain than 
ever. I simply must try to settle my own doubts and act accordingly. 

If you can take a few moments from your heavy responsibilities and busy 
schedule to answer my simple request, I shall "be most grateful. 




# 




November 25, 1960 



Little Rock, Arkansas 
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Dear Mrs. 



Your letter postmarked November 18, 1960, has 
been received, and the interest which prompted you to write is 
appreciated. 

Although I would like to be of service, this Bureau 
has conducted no investigation regarding the organization about 
which you inquired, and I am unable to be of assistance to you. 
This should not, however, be construed as a clearance or non- 
clearance of this organization by the FBI. Enclosed is some 
material concerning the general subject of communism which may 
ba of interest. 



T^r0?!vTT0.N CONTAINED \ 

L-.^_V\\^A b r ^k»S^\cs^ 



Sincerely yours, 



John Edgar Hoover 
Director 



Enclosures (5) 

17th National Convention CPUSA & 3-60 LEB Introduction 
Communist Illusion and Democratic Reality 
One Nation's Response to Communism 
Communist Target — Youth 
* (f tE^osiev'ol^oyiet Espionage 




f 



Tolson 

Mohr 

Parsons _ 
Belmont _ 
Callahan . 
DeLoach . 

Ma lone 

McGulre _ 

Rosen 

Tamm 



Trotter 

W.C. Sullivan . 
Tele. Room _ 

Ingram 

Gandy 



NOTE:. No record Bufiles identifiable with Correspondent. The John 
Bircli'iSociety was founded by Robert Welch of Belmont, Massachusetts, 
'-and iW purported to be an anticommunist organization. We have conducted 
no investigation regarding it. 
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Nov grab 14. I06Q 



Little kock, Arkansas 



Federal Bureau of Investigation 
St&fchlngton, D.C. 

Dear Sir; 

My husband and I ^p ve been invited to join an organi- 
zation called the J^ohnB|!^ whose stated purpose 
Is to promote Americanism and conservatism* 

This organization encourages its members to read con- 
servative books,* such as Senator Barry Goldwaters* book; protest 
certian movies, such as"Inheret the Wind"; and to write our 
congressmen on various affairs, such as the promoting of J. 
Edgar Hoover to Attorny General, among other things ♦ They are 
also showing a film entitled "Communism on the Map n . 

Outwardly, these activities seem harmless enough to the 
American way of life, but we feel that because so many sub- 
versive organizations seem innocent enough at first, that we 
should contact the P.B.I, before becoming involved. 

We would appreciate your comment before joining. 

Thank you for your attention* 

Sincerely , 



bo 
b7C 
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1 - Mr. Farrow 



November 23, 1960 



0 



REG- SO 



Columbus 11, Ohio 
Dear Mr* 
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' ATX" TW70 rj ** , ;TTO!I COMTi* TKED \ 



Your letter postmarked November 11, 1960, has 
been received, and I have noted your kind comment. 

In response to your inquiry, I must advise that 
the jurisdiction and responsibilities of the FBI do not 
extend to furnishing evaluations or comments concerning 
the character or integrity of any individual, publication 
or organization* The FBI is strictly an investigative 
agency of the Federal Government and, as such, does not 
issue clearances or nonclearances. 

I am sure you will understand the necessity 
for this policy and v/ill not infer that T/e do or do not 
have in our files the information you desire* 

I am enclosing some literature on the topic of 
communism which may be of interest to you. 



NOV ? 31960 

COMM-FBI 



Sincerely yours, 



John Edgar Hoover 
Director 
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Enclosures (5) 

NOTE ON Yffl&QW: ^ r 

;J^pfuU Co-respondent requests information concerning the 
Johril Birch Societ y. Hg f desires to know whether or not the 
DirecTfor approv;el^£ the organization. Bufiles contain no 
identifiable datk concerning the correspondent ♦ He states 
"Thank you for your advise and God bless you and the entire ( 
bureau for at least four more years. " » 

gQTE^^ YELLOW CONTINUED, PAGE TWO ) 



si 



MAIL ROOM 



l__T""TELE 



TELETYPE UNIT 



□ 




Mr. 



NOTE ON YELLOW, CONTINUED 

The John Birch Society and its founder, Robert 
Welch, have not been the subjects of an investigation by 
the Bureau. Welch and his organization have been very 
critical of President Eisenhower and his administration. 
(62-104401) 

The following items of literature were 
sent to the correspondent: 

1. "What you can do to Fight Communism and 
Preserve America." 

2. "America - Freedom's Champion." 

3. "One Nation* s Response to Communism." 

4. "How to Beat Communism." 

5. "Communist Illusion and Democratic Reality. 



Columbus 11, Ohio 



'i>6 
b7C 

Although I am sure the bureau must be unusually ' 
pressed after the election I must make this request • Mqst 
certainly the answer can be at your convenience as I am*i<h 
no hurry. I do request you answer personally if at all 
feasible to do so* 

Like many loyal Americans I am contemplating 
active member participation in the John Birch Society whose 
aims are to win the battle against the communists . They 
seem a bit radical in their action, yet I cannot see how 
they can be otherwise to actually win the battle. I have 
recently completed some major responsibilities and if I join 
this group I'll give it all my heart and energy plus my 
intelligence. Members are free to act as they wish and need 
not follow their yf recommended ty action 100%. Please advise 
me as to the F.B.I. T s feelings about this group; whether 
or not, in your judgement, they are a loyal american - 
anti-communist group that can aid our country and preserve 
what we have so dearly paid for - our freedom. I am a World 
War II, marine corps veteran and have held a successfully 
more senior executive position since graduating from Ohio 
University in 1950. Importantly, I am in a position to be 
a very good help in the John Birch effort should I elect to 
do so. Your answer will be extremely important to me and 
many of my friends both in the Society and those contemplating 
entrance to the group. Thank you for your advise and God 
bless you and the entire bureau for at least four more years. 

Cordially yours, 



/s/ 



Columbus, Ohio 
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Director 

Federal Bureau of 
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Kovember 23? I960 



Tolson 

Mohc 

Parsons _ 
Belmont _ 
Callahan , 
DeLoach . 

Ma lone 

McGuire _ 

Rosen 

Tamm 

Trotter _ 
W.C. Sullivan 
Te 
In* 

Gandy 



Houston ^5 ? xexas 
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Dear Mrs*" 



Your letter dated Tlove&ber 10 , I960, lias been 
received, and the inter est uhich prompted your communication 
is indeed appreciated. 

In response to your inquiries, I must advise that 
ttie jurisdiction and responsibilities of the FBI do not 
extend to furnishing evaluations or consents concerning the 
character or integrity of any individual, publication or 
organisation* The FBI which is strictly an investigative 
agency of the Federal Government does not issue clearances or 
noncloarancos. I am sure you uill understand the necessity 
for this policy and vill not infer that xm do or do not have 
in our files the information you desire. 

In view of your interest in the connunist menace 
to pur country, I an enclosing somo literature on this topic 
which may be of interest to you. 



NOV2319S0 

COMM-FB? 



Sincerely yours, 



John Edgar Hoover 
Director 
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Corespondent advises that she has been invited to 
join the John^irch Societ y. She requests information concerning 
the John Birch "Society, "The Bonwtw..* 'f^ mn Events," 
Bufiles reveal that Mr. and Mrs J I of Houston, 

Texas, were given a tour of the Bureau on June 28, 1937. 
(9^-2-3703) ' 

The John Birch Society and its founder Robert Welch 
have not been the subjects of an investigation by the Bureau. 
Welch and his organization have been very critical' of 
President Eisenhower and his administration. (62-l<M01) 

Bufiles reveal that "The Reporter" magazine has been 
characterized as a "liberal" forthightly magazine of facts and 
ideas started in 19^9. This magazine has not been investigated 
by the Bureau. "The Reporter" has in the past carried articles 
critical of the Bureau. (100*36^570) 

Bufiles reveal that "Human Events" is a newsletter 
published in Washington, D, C., which generally is critical 
of the Soviet Union and communism. This publication has not 
been investigated by the Bureau. (105-8697) 

The following items of literature were sent to the 
correspondent: 

1. "'What Zou Can Do to Fight Communism and Preserve 

America • " 

2. "Communist Illusion and Democratic Reality." 

3. Reprint from "FBI Law Enforcement Bulletin," 
March, i960, with "An Analysis of the 17th National Convention 
of the CPUSA*" 

H. "One Nation's Response to Communism," Sept. i960. 
5. "America - Freedom's Champion." 
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Houston 25, Texas 



November 10, 1960. 



Mr* J. Edgar Hoover* 

Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation, 

Dear Mr* Hoover, 

My husband and I are very interested in the 
fight against communism, especially since reading your 
book "Masters of Deceit." 

We have been invited to join a study group 
of The John Birch Society We would like to know just 
how you feel about this Society. Also are anxious to 
know about a magazine that is being sent to my husband - 
The name is The Reporter, it is unlike any magazine we 
have ever read. WE would like to know too about the 
publication "Human Events" 



Mr. | |and I are new in this type of work 

but not young in years* WE lost a son, West Point 
graduate, in World War II. and have a son in the army now, 
serving as a doctor - so you see WE would love to do our 
bit if only to help some other parents and sons. 



Thanking you 
7s/ 
(Mr; 



T am *Zinrf*r(*l 
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Mr, MofeZZS?* 

Mr* Pardons L. ^ , 

Mr, Belmont 

w *oach 
?r. Malone— 
Mr. MeGuire. 
Mr* Rosen 



a JMta> Ilosen_ 

1 Mr. IV-tter. 



Mr. Vv\aSuIlivan 
Tele, Hoom. 
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KJEiPTXBXilC NATIONAL JBA2STK 

OF DALLAS 
DALLAS 22, TEXAS 



Air Mail 




McGuire™^ 

r. TammlZ_Z 

' Mr. Trotter 

Mr. W.C.Sullivan 

Tele. Room 

Mr. Ingram 

Miss Gandy 



November 21, I960 




Mr. J. Edgar Hoover, Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington 25, D. C. 



Dear Mr. Hoover: 
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Thank you very much for your letter of 
November 14 and enclosures, which are very interesting 
indeed. I do have opportunities to make speeches on 
American Citizrenship and the material that you have sent 
me will be extremely helpful in the preparation of those 
talks . 



I am sure I voice the opinion of all loyal 
Americans in expressing to you my appreciation as one ci 
z.en, 

the interest of a strong 



of the splendid work being conducted by your office iif/j 
interest of a stronger America. P 




Sincerely, 





I ft 1 / 



RED- M 6 ' $L 




/ 
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UNITED STATES (T^™kt5NMT7.nt 



1 



(HpERNMENT ^ ..pv, i/s^ " 

{'Memorandum ^ 

V TO = DIHSCTOA. FBI (02-104401) date: 11/14/00 r 



\ 



^pi^OM : SAC, WALLAS (100-10402) 

0 - .' / 

subject: JOEIT BISC" SOCISIT ,i ,! • - 



nwiriATion cohceihti^i 



On 11/2/00, JJfca, 



V.' 



^^^B^^A^sJ^^t^^^t the JOKrT^BIPvCK SOCIETY has 
three pai^ooxi(Wjiavo^^\|i^allas^ Terras, at the present time be 
T!?ith TQ ^mXILL bein2_one jojglthese coordinators* It was ?*rs* hie 
I J aexTo^fchat the IfoHiJ BISCIi SOCIETY currently has 20 

chapters in Dallas* She was unable to give the raeiibership of 
anv persons in thb JOHN B I3GH SOCIETY, except the nante of Hrs* 

^who resides_on I ~J;g 3^aalIas* J \ \ i 

a "Research Report" froB th^?Ract„ ~ >r-?; 



-i'lr"§T 1 | made available a "Research Report" froB thf^actL >f-j: 

Research Service^ Inc. 179 llorth rttchigan Avenue^ Chicago, ; 
THTOloxs, on't he JOffl f BIXiCH SOCIETY* A letter from this or 



organi- '[ 



] dated 10/10/CO gives the following document at ifrn 
3CI3TY* The letter quoted from the" "Chicago '1 . 



v » r 

zatioxi to ?Trs # I 
of the JOHIT SI2CH SOCI 

Daily in an article entitled "Bares Secret of lied- T T a tor s, " j j 

by JOVil^mBLSY, 7/25/GO, page three: it 

' ' "7\ - '7--/ c \ 

v "The -JoinrTTirch Society is an organization of ultra- \\ 
conservatives, banded together r. to fight comunisri in Anerica* 

M It is not a secret society in the noma! sense of thej, 
word, but it tries to avoid publicity** Until this moment, it j 
has been successful • ^ < ' 

V./sfer^ head — and absolute head — of the John Bix*ch Goeietjr, 
is Hobert^felch , of Bostoxx~^'5l^^ oCl " ot ^ h^^neitbers^ every ; 
state ayuj active chapters in-iSalf of the states* Tlixpre ars ten 
chapters in the Chicago area* J 

^ V- "The goal is a million active nenbers* ;^ * 

lt \/ith its announced program of fight iii.3 comiuniSH, the ^ 
spciety^has attracted thousands of well-meaning, conscientious % 
men and v/omen throughout the country* 

2 - Bureau ( ail) ^/ XyS ... ^ \, 

1 Dallas " • " ^ /,'? a p . ■ 

O) REO 44 ( 

1 o , - woy 28 1:: j / 

J j/ AIT, n!:'C--;:VLT''; v : f/'"!T/ v '.\0 ^ N / . 
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• , t " Jl ^° an exact quote fron tho hod:: 'yhile I too 
-casx-c Tlxlton .-3iseahowor is a Co;x.iunist , and has beoa for 
oO years, this opinion in based largely on <veioral circuustancos 
oxjo.g conduct* But -ay fii/p, belief tlsat Dwi< ht Siooixhowor is a 
cioc,icated, conscious a.;.;ent of the Conwnist conspiracy is based 
on an accumulation of detailed evidence so extensive that it 
«a«r»o -to £ie .j- 0 p wt -fcjj^g conviction beyond any reasonable doubt.* 



"He says also of the President '... there is only one 
possioie word to describe his purposes and actions. That wo-d 
as •creason. * 

"The irunediate reaction on confronting this writin-" is 
co 5 U f l rf D x ' : aG of a crackpot. However, the circumstances 

01 women's position and influence dictate furtiier examination. . . ' 

. „ " v/e a«ote fro:i the Chicago Daily Hews, 'Stran-e 

uireac To Democracy' , by Join* Habloy, July 2.1, ItVU, pa 'o 1. 

"Robert T/elch, the loader of thousands of conso-nat: vo 
Amer :-.cans in the John )Jirch Society, not only believes thrt 
.resident Eisenhower is a Co;x mnist , but tal:es a din view of 
democracy. 

"♦Penocracy is merely a deceptive phrase, a weapon of 
deriacor;uory, and a perennial fraud', he told founders of the 
John 6irch Lea;;;ue in 1C5C. no has continued to staintain thia *n 
a boo!: ;;iven to new Members. 

"Wealthy conservatives support belch. ::;e lists as 
members of the advisory « Council ♦ Cola G. ParI;o.v, - >nest G. 
Swicert, and Villiaa J. Grede, all past presidents of the national 
association of Ilanufacturers, Clarence Jlanion of the Harmon 
Forun, the late Jaiaes Sinpson Jr., former Illinois Republican 
consressaan, and a number of other well-known conservatives. 

"Uelch is a persuasive speaher. nany rosoonsible 
people are attracted to the John Dirch Society by the lofty 
aims expressed by Welch and 'coordinators' viio lead local groups. 

"however, i-ienbers are never told about a bool: w^tton 
oy Welch. It is called The Politician ... 

"1/olch writes that Roosevelt was used by the Communists. 
Ae also says that Truman was used by then, but with his xuowled'-e 
and acquiescence because they '.made him president'. Jn the tivir'd 
s-ca-e of CoMaunist conspiracy, writes Uelch, 'the Comunists have 
one of their own actually in the Presidency' . . .» 



~ O 
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"It was founded December S, 1958, in Indianapolis, 
and naned for John Birch, a captain in the TT. S. amy, allegedly 
nurdered in cold blood by Chinese ConiAunists ten "Says after 
VJ-Day. 

"Velch save up his career as a candy company executive 
to lead the society. 

"He was educated for four years at the University of 
TJorth Carolina, two years at. the United States IJaval Academy and 
two years at Harvard law school. &e was a director of the 
National Association of Manufacturers for seven 

"The society has the backing of wealthy, conservative 
businessmen. Three t>rmer presidents of the national Association 
of Manufacturers are listed by Welch as eenbers of the f Council t 
of the society* 

"I have seen the appeal of the society in its own 
suburban coniuunity of 13,000. There are four active units in 
the village. At a meeting two weeks ago tonight, i^ore than 
200 persons turned out. 

"The organisation is Monolithic, or, to use another 
word which T/elch hinself introduced, dictorial. n e is the 
absolute and unquestioned head, the 'hard-boiled, dictorial 
and dynamic boss' needjbo run isruch an organization. The quotes 
are his. 

"The above facts relate closely in the following. I 
have obtained a copy of a bool: by Telch intended for distribution 
only to the leaders of the society/. 

"It is a 302 page black paperbound book, reproduced by 
the photo off -set process, with looseleaf binders. The title 
is The Politician. The book accuses President 3isenhower of 
treason. 

"It flatly calls him a Communist , and for 302 pages 
attempts to document the charge. 

"It accuses mcei of his aides — John Foster Dulles and 
his brother Allen, Chief Justice 3arl Warren, former Defense 
Secretary Neil ricSlroy and dosens of others, of being a part 
of the Conaunist conspiracy to take over this nation. 
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The above is £or information purposes. 



Fu-O- SI / O / * '^November 28, 1<>60 



Kwikset Division 

The American Hardware Corporation 
516 East Santa Ana Street 
Anaheim, California 



Dear Mr. 



I have received your letter of November 17, 

1960. 



Tolgon 

Mohr 

Parsons - 
Belmont _ 
Callahan . 
DeLoach . 
Ma lone — 
McGuire _ 

Rosen 

Ta mm 

Trotter 



V 



W.C. Sullivan . 
Tele. Room 

Ingram 

Gandy 



You were very kind to give me the benefit of 
your observations, and it v/as most reassuring to learn of your 
efforts to inform the people in your community regarding the 
menace of communism. This Bureau has not investigated the 
John Birch Society; consequently, it is not possible to comment^ 
concerning it. I am sure you will understand why I am not in a*2 
position to comply with your request, and I regret that I cannot 
be of service to you in this instance. * m 

I am pleased to enclose a copy of "Expose of ^ % 
Soviet Espionage, " as well as some other material which may s? 
be of interest to you. 



Sincerely yours, 
X Edgar Hoover 



Enclosures (5) t nT 

See Next page N<^j| W"^ T PAGE 
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Enclosures (5) 

Directors Speech before IACP, 10/3/60 

Director's Speech before American Legion Convention, 10/18/60 
3/60 LEB Introduction & 17th Convention CP USA 
Expose of Soviet Espionage 
Communist Target — Youth 

NOTE: In view of correspondents common name no information 
regarding him could be located in Bufiles based on the limited 
information furnished. It is noted that he identified himself as 
local Chapter leader of the John Birch Society* The John Birch 
Society was organized by Robert Welch in December, 19 58, in 
Indianapolis, Indiana. It is allegedly an anticommtmist organization 
with branches in various parts of the country* Welch has been quite 
critical of President Eisenhower and his administration. SAC Letter 
60-5 calls this organization to the attention of the field and instructs 
that any information regarding its activities should be furnished to 
the Bureau. 
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THE AMERICAN HARDWARE CORPORATION 



516 EAST SANTA, ANA STREET • ANAHEIM, CALIFORNIA 

November 17, 1960 



KEYSTONE 5-8111 



Mr. J* Edgar Hoover, Director 
Federal Bureau or Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Sir: 

! read with interest, an article in "Christian Economics" relative to 

YOUR REPORT TO THE COMMITTEE ON THE JUDICIARY OF THE UNITED STATES SENATE 
ENTITLED "EXPOSE OF SOVIET ESPIONAGE, MAY, 1960. ! WOULD LIKE TO OBTAIN A 
COPY OF THIS REPORT AND HOPE THAT YOU CAN SPARE THE TIME TO SEND ONE TO ME. 



A'S A CITIZEN, I READ EVERYTHING l CAN GET MY HANDS ON REGARDING THE 

Communist menance. I do not feel, however, that to be informed is enough. 
We must as citizens take some action to counteract the Communist subversion 
of our way of life. i do the usual things expected of any good citizen. 
I write my Congressman, my Senators; I worked during the elections; I re- 
produce AND DISTRIBUTE LITERATURE REGARDING THE COMMUNIST MENACE; I HAVE 
ARRANGED SHOWINGS OF THE FILM "OPERATION ABOLITION**, ETC. It STILL DOES 
NOT SEEM THAT I AM DOING ENOUGH. I AM FRUSTRATED AND APPALLED AT THE APATHY 
OF THE AVERAGE CITIZEN. FORTUNATELY, WE RE-ELECTED THE GREATEST CONGRESS- 
MAN on Capital Hill, James B. Utt of the 28th Congressional District, but 

HE CAN NOT DO THE JOB ALONE. 

o 

i have joined an organization called the john blrch soc i ety headed by 
Robert Welch with headquarters in Belmont, Massachusetts. As a matter of 
fact, i am the local chapter leader of this organization dedicated to the 
basic principles of sound americanism. i would like your comments on the 
effect iveness- of organizations like this and particularly your evaluation 
of the John Birch Society. 
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If THERE IS ANYTHING ELSE THAT WE AS CITIZENS CAN DO TO PRESERVE OUR 
GREAT HERITAGE I WOULD APPRECIATE YOUR ADVICE AND RECOMMENDATIONS ON THESE 
MATTERS. 




PP/CKR 



RCC- SI 



AIT, T!-r^--r.«TTCH Cr'TAUCiD , 

SATS ^£v^V 2 




Z 



November 28, 1960 



Houston 35, Texas 
Dear Mr, 
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Your letter of November 17, 10SO, with 
enclosures, has been received, and your interest in writing 
is indeed appreciated. 

With regard to your inquiry, the FBI is 
strictly an investigative agency of the Federal Government 
and as such does not make evaluations or comments concern- 
ing the character or integrity of any organization, publication 
or individual, I can advise you, however, that the organiza- 
tion you mentioned has not been the subject of an investigation 
by the FBI, but this should not be construed as a clearance 
or nonclearance by the FBI. 

I am enclosing some material regarding commu- 
nism which you may like to read. 



JJ 



m 

s ° 

o . 

° » 
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Sincerely yours, 

J« Edgar Hoovesc 

John Edgar Hoover 
Director 



Tolson 

Mohr 

Parsons _ 
Belmont _ 
Callahan . 
DeLoach . 

Ma lone 

McGuire _ 

Rosen 

Tamm 



Trotter 

W.C. Sullivan . 
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Enclosures (8) 

17th National Convention & Introduction 3-60 LEB, CP USA 
3 $0 ^oiBi^toi^t Illusion and Democratic Reality , 

- God and Country or Communism 

> Communism: The Bitter Enemy of Religion 
I- f - L Xl$mmunist Party, USA 
f l |M Di^ectb^s speech 10-18-60 

- Communist Target --Youth 
Z th Expose of Soviet Espionage 

$ ,(SEE NOTE NEXT PAGE) 

TELETYPE UNIT 

O SAW:jka;l ,(3) _ 
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NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Bufiles. The John Birch 
Society was organized by Robert Welch in December, 1958, at 
Indianapolis, Indiana, It is allegedly an anticommunist organization 
with branches over various parts of the country. SAC letter 60-5 
calls this organization to the attention of the field and instructs 
them that any information on their activities should be furnished 
to the Bureau, 
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Houston 35, Texas 
November 17, I960 



J. Edgar Hoover 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Sir; 



jon my recent request for 
UxdlLSQGi£iy> recommended 



The Houston office of the FBI, i 
information concerning the John^ 
that | contact the Attorney General T s Office in Washington, 
D. C. Enclosed is a copy of the reply ] received and of the 
I 1st incl uded. 
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My purpose in seeking this information was to assure myself 
that the leadership of this organization is sufficient to 
effectively fight communist activity in our country, and 
natural ly to assure my own personal protection. 

This letter from the Justice Department Is inconcl u sive-, and 
does not answer my question. I am most anxious^to^b^ of 
service to my country, and am appeal ing to you to advise me 
as to the proper steps I should take to secure this informa- 
tion. 



AHMjr/rdc 
Enclosures 



.1 




RLC- St 



Yours very truly, 




3 



s NOV 29 1960 



i\ T /L ^??:5^T0N CONTAINED 



DAT£ 



13 UiuCLilfcbl^ 
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Address Reply to tho 
Division Indicated 
end Refer to Initials and Number 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE 

WASHINGTON, D. C. 

October 17 i960 



Houston 35} Texas 



Dear Mr* 



In response to your letter of September 27, i960 this 
is to advise that, in furnishing information from its files, if 
any is available, this Department is limited by law to servicing 
the executive departments and arencies of the Federal government 
in t>e exercise of official functions. Moreover, while this 
Department is authorized to designate organisations pursuant to 
Executive Order No. 10h$0, relating to the ?'ederal employee 
security program, it has no ^ut^o^ity to clear organizations. 



There is enclosed, however, a consolidated list dated 
November 1, 195? of all the organizations designated by this 
Department pursuant to Executive Order No. 10k 50, the only 
authority under which it may characterise organizations. Member- 
ship in, or affiliation with a designated organization, is one 
factor to be considered by the departments and agencies of the 
Federal government in connection with the employment or retention 
in employment of individuals in Federal service. 

Sincerely, 

J. WALTER YEAGLSY 
Assistant Attorney General 
Internal Security Division 



By: 




ORAN H. WATERMAN 
Chief, Civil Section 



Enclosure 



ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED ,*/////}/— /T^lS 

HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED / /s /A ULJ.U / ^ 



ENCLOSUR1 



Fcicr*l employment, 
connection with the 



ORGANIZATIONS DESIGNATED UNDER EXECUTIVE ORDER NO. 10450 

CmpM W M^.ronda of ftc Attorney General da*«d April 29, July 15. September 28. 1953. January 22, 1954, Apnl 4, Scomber 21. and OctoUr 20. I9SS 

CONSOLIDATED LIST— NOVBMlit 1, 1958 

Th.i I* u prepared K>lely for the mfmm.t.an „♦ Federal kv.Iu,. and employs and I tor the of ptri'.M ^^^^l^vVrnmen/ 0 .! 

Membership in or afhhalum ».th a dcsixnattd orift-vtition a one tattor t<* hi- toniidcrtd bv the department and »Ren< res ->l the federal uownmcm 
employment i»r retention tn empit ymcnt of individuals m Fedtial tcrvue. 

Abraham Lincoln Brigade 
Abraham Lincoln School, Chicago, Illinois 
Action Committee to Free Spain Now 

Alabama People's Educational Association (see Communist Political 
Association) 

American Association for Reconstruction in Yugoslavia, Inc. 
American Branch of the Federation of Greek Maritime Unions 
American Christian Nationalist Party 

American Committee for European Workers' Relief (see Socialist 

Workers Patty) 
American Committee for Piotection of Foreign Born 
American Committee for Spanish Freedom 

American Committee for the Settlement of Jews in Birobidjan, Inc. 
American Committee for Yugoslav Relief, Inc 
American Committee to Survey Labor Conditions in Europe 
American Council for a Democratic Greece, formerly known as the 

Greek American Council; Greek American Committee for National 

Unity 

American Council' on Soviet Relations 
American Croatian Congress 
American Jewish Labor Council 
American Uague Against War and FascUm 
American League for Peace and Democracy 

■A tt icffiemr ix&nzrmsr -Workers - fe r tt r n tt y -A-isoewtatm- ftrbo -Hen own 

Aiwrtiewr t retrrft^r C«irl frf friro -Ltver-jmc? *Dr^t> ) 
American National Laboi Party 
American Nation*! Socialist League 
American National Socialist Party 
American Nationalist Party 
American Patriots, inc. 
American Peace Crusade 
American Peace Mobilization 
American Poles for Peace 
American Polish Labor Council 

American Polish League . 
American Rescue Ship Mission (a project of the United American 

Spanish Aid Committee) 
Americaa-Russian Fraternal Society 

American Russian Institute, New York, also known as the American 

Russian Institute for Cultural Relations with the Soviet Union 
American Russian Institute, Philadelphia 
American Russian Institute of San Francisco 
American Russian Institute of Southern California, Los Angeles 
American Slav Congress 
American Women for Peace 
American Youth Congress 
American Youth for Democracy 
Armenian Progressive League of America 
Associated Klars of America 

Association of Georgia Klans , , 

Association of German Nationals ( Reichsdeutscfce Vereimgung) 
-jteKBctetfow- tif- p^iesrthtr ^OTkers-^o- -ferscmw -w -iittrmtr -Dar* 

Ausland-Orfaaization der NSDAP. Overseas Branch of Nazi Party 
Baltimore Vomm 

Benjanin Davis Freedom Committee 
Black Dragon Society 

Boston School for Marxist Studies, Boston, Massachusetts 
Bridcea-Rofeertson-Schmidt Defense Committee 

Bulgarian American People's League of the United States of America 
Cahforaia Emergency Defense Committee 

California Labor School, Inc., 321 Divisadero Street, ban Francisco, 
California 

Carpatho-Rus^an People's Society . 
Central Council of American Women of Croatian Descent, also known 

as Central Council of American Croatian Women, National Council 

of Croatian Women . 
Central Japanese Association (Beikoku Chuo Nipponjin Kai) 
Central Japanese Association of Southern California 
Central Organization of the German- American National Alliance 

(Deutsche-Amenkantsche Einheitsfront) 
Cervantes Fraternal Society 
China Welfare Appeal, Inc. 
Chopin Cultural Ckiter 
Citizens Committee for Harry Bridges 

Citizens Comrsuttee of the Upper West Side (New York City) 
Citizens Conumiccc to Free Earl Browder 
Citizens Emergency Defense Conference 
Citizens Protective League 
Civil Liberties Sponsoring Committee of Pittsburgh 
Civil Rights Confess and its aGlwted organisations, including; 
Civil Rights Congress for Texas 

Veterans Against Drxnrmiwttion of Civil Riglits Congress of New 
York 

Civil Rights Congress for Texas (see Cvil Rights Cnngiw) 
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Columbians 

Comite Coordinador Pro Republic* Espanola 
Comite Pro Derechos Civiles ' 

(See Puerto Rican Comite Pro Libertadcs Civiles) 
Committee for a Democratic Far Eastern Policy 
Committee for Constitutional and Political Freedom 
Committee for Nationalist Action 

Committee for Peace and Brotherhood Festival m Philadelphia 
G>mmittee for the Defense of the Pittsburgh Six 
Committee for the Negro in the Arts 
Committee for the Protection of the Bill of Rights 
Committee for World Youth Friendship and Cultural Exchange 
Committee to Abolish Discrimination in Maryland 

(See Congress Against Discrimination; Maryland Congress Against 
Discrimination, Provisional Committee to Abolish Discrimination 
tn the State of Maryland) 
Committee to Aid the Fighting South 

Committee to Defend Mane Richardson i 
Committee to Defend the Rights and Freedom of Pittsburgh s Political 
Prisoners 

Committee to Uphold the Bill of Rights 
Commonwealth College, Mena, Arkansas 

Communist Party. U S. A . its subdivisions, subsidiaries and afaliates 
Communist Political Association, its subdivisions, subsidiaries and 
affiliates, including: 

Alabama People's Educational Association 
Florida Press and Educational League 
Oklahoma League for Political Education 
People's Educational and Press Association of Texas 
Virginia League for People's Education 
Congress Against Discrimination . 

(Sec Committee to Abolish Discrimination m Maryland) 
Congress of American Revolutionary Writers 
Congress of American Women 
Congress of the Unemployed . 
Connecticut Committee to Aid Victims of the Smith Act 
Connecticut State Youth Conference 
Council for Jobs, Relief and Housing 
Council for Pan-American Democracy 
Council of Greek Americans 
Council on African Affairs 
Croarian Benevolent Fraternity 

Dai Nippon Butoku Kai (Military Virtue Society of Japan or Military 

Art Society of Japan) 
Daily Worker Press Club 
Daniels Defense Committee 
Dante Alighteri Society (between 1935 and 1940) 
Dennis Defense Committee 
Detroit Youth Assembly 
East Bay Peace Committee 

Elsinore Progressive League . . t 

Emergency Conference to Save Spanish Refugees (founding body of the 

North American Spanish Aid Committee) 
Everybody's Committee to Outlaw War 
Families of the Baltimore Smith Act Victims 
Families of the Smith Act Victims 

Federation of Italian War Veterans in the U S. A.. Inc. (Associazione 
Nazionale Combattenti Italiani, Federaziorte degh Stati Uniti 
d' America) 
Finnish- American Mutual Aid Society 

Florida Press and Educational League (see Communist Political Asso- 
ciation ) 

Frederick Douglass Educational Center 
Freedom Stage, Inc. 

Friends of the New Germany (Freunde des Neuen Dcutsch lands) 
Friends of the Soviet Union 
Garibaldi American Fraternal Society 
George Washington Carver School, New York City 
German- American Bund (Amerikadcutscher Volksbund) 
German- American Republican League . 
German American Vocational League (Dcutsche-Amenkanischc Berufs- 

gemeinschaft) 
Guardian Club 
Harlem Trade Union Council 

Hawaii Civil Liberties Committee . 
Heimusha Kai, also known as Nokubei Heieki Gimusha Kai, Zaibel 
Nihonjin, Heiyaku Gimusha Kai, and Zaibei Heimusha Kai (Jap- 
snese Residing in America Military Gonscnpts Association) 
Hellenic-American Brotherhood 
Hinode Kai (Imperial Japanese Reservists) 

Hinomaru Kai (Rising Sun Flag Society— a group of Japanese War 

Veterans) , , t , 

Hoknbei TziFp Sboke Dan (North American Reserve Omcers Associ 
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Hollywood Writers Mobilization :or Defense 

Hungarian-American Council for Democracy 

Hungarian Brotherhood 

Idaho Pension Union 

Independem Party (Seattle Washington) 

t*See Independent Peoples Party) 
Independent People s Party 

(Sec Independent Parity ) 

Industrial Workers of the World 
International Labor Defense 

International Workers Order, its subdivisions, subsidiaries and *mli,u« 
Japanese Association of America 

Japanese Overseas Central Society (Kaigai Dobo Chuo Ka*) 

Japarj^e Overseas Convention, Tokyo, Japan, 1940 

Japanese Protective Association (Recruiting Organisation) 

Jefferscji School of Social Science. New York City 

Jewish Culture Society 

Jewish People's Committee 

Jewkh People's Fraternal Order 

Jikycfeu Ii«Aai (The Committee for the Crisis) 

Johnson Forest Group 

(See Jfc&nsonives) 
Johnsopites 

(See Johnson-Forest Group) 
Joint /4«ti-Fa*ci$t Refugee Committee 
Join* Council of Progressive Itahan-Araencan;., Inc 
Joseph Weydemeyer School of Social Science, St Louis. Missouri 
Kibei Seirsefi Kai (Association of V S Citi/ens of Japanese Ancestry 

who have returned to America after studying in Japan ) 
Knights of the White Cameiha 
Ku Kits Kim 

Kytfhair^ser, also known -is KyrThaeuser League (KyfThaeuser Bund), 

Kyffhaeisier Fellowship (KyfThaeuser Kameradschaf t ) 
Kyfik^vKet War Relief (KyiThaeuser Knegshslfswerk) 
Labor GquscjI for Ne^ro Rights 
Ls'jo/ ftaNMfch Association. Inc. 
Labo; Yov:h League 
League for Common Senie 
Leagt^ o»? American Writers 
Lector Society (Italian Black Shirts) 
15acedkmusi*American People s League 
Mario Mar^aatiru Circle 

Maritime Labor Committee to Defend AI Lannon 
Msrytend Congress Against Discrimination 

(See Committee to Abolish Discrimination in Maryland) 
Maro&UBttts Committee for the Bill of Rights 

Mjus&dbuaetts Minute Women for Peace (not connected with the 

MSsattta Wu»e.a of the U S A , Inc ) 
Maurice Bwiverman Defense Committee 
Mifho£tt& Gvd Rights Federation 
Mtchifpist Council for Peace 
Mtch»£s.n School of Social Science 

Nanlsi Te&o&u Gunyudan (Imperial Military Friends Group or South- 
era CaWomh War Veterans) 

NttR*-.**! Association of Mexican Americans (also known as Asociacion 
Nattfxsal Mexico- Americana) 

Nation Kiisw $£ar Mothers of America (not to be confused with the 
Biu,r Stair Mathon of America organized in F*4>ruary 194*>) 

Na trawl Commtttec for Freedom of the Press 

Nation Committee for the Defense of Political Prisoners 

Natxoiuit Ocmircsittee to W>n Amnesty for Smith Act Victims 

National Committer to Win the Peace 

National Gwrfercnce on American Policy in China and the Far £«t (a 
Confidence caWed by the Committee for a Democratic Far Eastern 
FV&Cy) 

National Council of Americans of Croatian Descent 

National Cmtndl of American-Soviet Friendship 

National FrtSe*ation for Constitutional Liberties 

Nations! Ltbor Conference for Peace 

National Ne^ro Congress 

National Nsgro Labor Council 

Natio/iatot Action League 

Ntttonnli&t Party of Puerto Rico 

Naiure Friends of America (since 1935) 

Negro Ls!>or Victory Committee 

New Committee for Publications 

Nich&ei Kn^>o Kaisha (The Great Fujii Theatre) 

NoriL American Committee to Aid Spanish Democracy 

North Atwsi! an Spanish Aid Committee 

North Philadelphia Forum 

Northwest fapanese Association 

Ohio School of Social Sciences 

Oklahoma Committee to Defend Political Prisoners 

Ofclakisna League for Political Education (see Communist Political 

As?cuU!ii'*a) 
Ori^sml Soufhezn Klans, Incorporated 

P«ct£c ^onhweat Labor School, Seattle, Washan&ttw * 

V*li> ACvo i*csc* Club 

PtSfrtlcb *ki ?&-4>!o of Panama (operating in Otnal Zone) 
Veer* l-Jou^tim Center 



People s Drama, Inc. 

People s Educational and Press Association of Texas (see Communist 

Political Association) 
People's Kducational Association (incorporated under name Los Angeles 

Educational Association, Inc.), also known as People's Educational 

Center, People's University, People's School 
People's Institute of Applied Religion 
Peoples Programs (Seattle, Washington) 
People's Radio Foundation, Inc. 
People's Rights Party 

Philadelphia Labor Committee for Negro Rights 

Philadelphia School of Social Science and Art 

Photo League (New York City) 

Pittsburgh Arts Club 

Political Prisoners' Welfare Committee 

Polonia Society of the IWO 

Progressive German- Americans, also known as Progressive German- 
Americans of Chicago 

Proletarian Party of America 

Protestant War Veterans of the United States, Inc, 

Provisional Committee of Citizens for Peace, Southwest Area 

Provisional Committee on Latin American Affairs 

Provisional Committee to Abolish Discrimination in the State of Mary- 
land 

(See Committee to Abolish Discrimination tn Maryland) 
Puerto Rican Comite Pro Libertadei Civiles (CLC) 

(See Comite Pro Dett\hni Civ'les) 
Puertornquenos Unidos (Puerto Ricans United) 
Quad City Committee for Peace 
Queensbridge Tenants League 
Revolutionary Workers League 
Romanian- American Fraternal Society 
Russian American Society, Inc. 

Sakura Kaj (Patriotic Society, or Cherry Association — composed of 

veterans of Russo-Japanese War) 
Samuel Adams School, Boston, Massachusetts 
Santa Barbara Peate Forum 
Schappes Defense Committee 
Schneiderman-Darcy Defense Committee 
School of Jewish Studies, New York City 
Seattle Labor School, Seattle Washington 
Serbian- American Fraternal Society 
Serbian Vidovdan Council 

Shinto Temples (limited to State Shinto abolished in 1943) 

Silver Shin Legion of America 

Slavic Giuncd of Southern California 

Slovak Workers Society 

Slovenian- American National Courcil 

Socialist Workers Party, including American Committee for European 

Workers' Relief 
S^rxfa r Yra ttrirav* ae-<-5rr ^/orfcrrr Partyh 
Sokoku Kai (Fatherland Society) 
Southern Negro Youth Congress 
Suiko Sha (Reserve Officers Association. Los Angeles) 
Syracuse Women for Peace 

Tom Paine School of Socrai Science, Philadelphia Pennsylvania 
Tom Paine School of Westchester. New York 
Trade Union Committee for Pe^ce 

(See Trade Unionists for Peace) 
Trade Unionists for Peace 

(See Trade Union Committee for Peace) 
Tn-Siate Negro Trade Union Council 
Ukraiaifltt' American Fraternal Un&tf 
Union of American Croattans 
Union of New York Veterans 
United American Spanish Aid Committee 

United Committee of Jewish Societies and Landiunanschaft Federations, 
also known as Coordination Committee of Jewish Landsmanschaftcn 
and Fraternal Organisations 

United Committee of South Slavic Americans 

United Defense Council of Southern California 

United Harlem Tenants and Consumers Organization 

United May Day Committee 

United Negro and Allied Veterans of America 

Veterans Against Discrimination of Civil {eights Congress of New 

York (see Civil Rights Congress) , 
Veterans of the Abraham Lincoln Brigade 

Virginia League for People's Education (see Communist Political As- 
sociation ) 
Voice of Freedom Committee 

Walt Whitman School of Social Science, Newark New Jersey 

Washington Bookshop Association 

Washington Committee for Democrat!* Action 

Washington Committee to Defend the Bill of Rights 

Washington Commonwealth Federation 

Washington Pension Union 

Wisconsin Conference on Social Legislation 

Workers Alliance (since April 19^6) 

Yiddishcr Kultur Farbatsd 
Young Communist League 
Yv'pshy-Acimicftn Coopetativ^ Horaft, Inc. 

v, ...r ' " ^jimer- s CluS, Int 
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November 28, 1060 




1521 Mesa 
Odessa, Texas 



.bb 
hlC 



Dear Mr. 



Ifcur letter of November 18, 1960, has 
been received, and the interest which prompted your 
writing is indeed appreciated* 

While I would like to be of assistance to 
you, the FBI is strictly an investigative agency and as 
such does not make evaluations or comments concerning 
the character or integrity of any individual, publication 
or organization. I can advise you, however, that the 
organisation you mentioned has not been the subject of 
an investigation by this Bureau, but this should not be 
construed as a clearance or nonclearance by the FBI. 



ALL TNFOnnI f ho?I CONTAINED > 
DATE ^\-WAA B^\i^^\^^ 



Sincerely yours, 



John Edgar Hoover 
Director 



N0V2O1960 



NOTE: Correspondent is hViWntifiable in Bufiles. 

The John Birch Society, wa^ organized by Robert Welch 
in December, 1958, at Indianapolis, " Indiana. It is allegedly an anti- 
communist organization with branches over various parts of the country. 
SAC letter 60-5 calls this organization to the attention of the field and 
instructs them that any information on their activities should be 
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International Business Machines Corporation 



Electric Typewriter Division 
1521 Mesa, Odessa, Texas 
Telephone; FEderal 7-8262 
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November ' 18, 1960 



Gentlemen: 



I am interested in joining the ,^M^fe^,S ocie ty , but would 
like to know for sure that it is not Communifet sponsored or 
endorsed. 

Please give me a report on this organization, and /or its 
originator -Mr . Robert & Welch of Boston* 
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"ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED j, 
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CHANGED TO 



APR 13 1982 



'All lN?ORMnOM CONTAltfEt>\ 
KEEEIN IS UNCLASSIFIED % 




December 2, 1960 
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Beaumont, Texas 



Dear Mr. 



Your letter of November 22, 1960, lias been 
received, and the interest which prompted your writing is 
indeed appreciated. 

m response to your inquiry, the FBI is strictly 
an investigative agency of the Federal Government and, as 
such, does not make evaluations or comments concerning the 
character or integrity of any individual, publication or organ- 
ization. I can advise you, however, that the organization you 
mentioned has not been the subject of an investigation by this 
Bureau; but this should not be construed as a clearance or 
■^Jionclearance by the FBI. 
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: I am enclosing some material regarding the 
•atheistic menace of communism which you might like to read. 



■ - -'€30 ) 



Sincerely yours, 

|& ftSpw. Weovor 

John Edgar Hoover 
Director 



Enclosures (5) 

Communist Illusion and Democratic Reality 
Communist Party, USA >" 
17th National Convention of CP, USA ^ ^ 
Communist Target — Youth 
Expose of Soviet Espionage 



i' SEE NOTE NEXT PAGE 
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NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Bufiles. The John 
Birch Society was founded by Robert Welch in Indianapolis, 
Indiana, in December, 1958, The organization is allegedly 
anticommunist with branches over various parts of the country. 
Welch has been quite critical of President Eisenhower and his 
administration. He has also stated that his group may take on 
the appearance of a front organization in order to attract true 
subversives. 
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November 22, i960 



o 



Beaumont, Texas 

Mr* J. Edgar Hoover b6 
Pedral Bureau Of Investigation b7c 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover, 

I am writing to ask your opinion concerning the activities of the _ Joh n 
Birch Society of Belmont, Massachusetts, and of its founder Mr. Robert 
"•Welsh. 1 



This organization seems to me to be a step in the right direction in the 
fight against Communism in the world today. However, before I give my 
support, I would like to have your opinion of this organization and its 
founder, to be sure that the efforts of the organization are definitely 
directed toward anti- Communism. 

Your advice and counsel in this matter will be sincerely appreciated. 
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December 6, 1080 



Purviance CliMc 
Post Office £0X^732 
Pampa, Texas 
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Dear 



Your letter of November 28, 1C30, has been 
received, and the interest prompting you to write is indeed 
appreciated. 

While I would like to be of assistance, the 
FBI is strictly an investigative agency of the Federal Govern- 
ment and, as such, does not make evaluations or comments 
concerning the character or integrity of any individual, 
publication or organization. I can advise you, however, that 
the organization ycu mentioned has not been the subject of anH i 
investigation by this Bureau, but this should not be constru^ 
as a clearance or nonclearance by the FBI. 
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Sincerely yours, 



COM 



John Edgar Hoover 

Director > 
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NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Bufiles. The John Birch 
Society was organized by Robert Welch in December, 1958, at 
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Indianapolis, Indiana. It is allegedly an an^tipom^unist organization 
Z with branches over various parts of the country. Welch has been quite 
~ critical of President Eisenhower and his Administration. SAC letter 60-5 

calls this organization to the attention of the field and instructs them 
- that any information on their activities should be furnished to the Bureau. 

Z SAWrjka \ r . ^ 

(3) .* f 



0 V 



f — ; 



PURVI ANCE CLINIC 

PHYSICIANS AND SURGEONS 
808 WEST FRANCIS P. O. BOX 1782 

TELEPHONE MOHAWK 4-6871 
PAMPA, TEXAS 



November 28, I960 

! ! 



Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Dept. of Justice 
Washington^. C. 

Dear Sir: 

I am trying to^obtain some information 
about the John Birch Societ y which is 
trying to organize' a cnapter here. 
They say they are a very conservative 
and Anti Communist organization. 
Any information you have would be 
appreciated. 



U.L INFORMATION CONTAINED \ 
S;KE1K UNCLASSIFIED 
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December 1, 1960 
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Berwick, Maine 
Dear Mr* 



I have received your letter of November 28, 
and I am pleaoed that you have found "Masters of Deceit" 
and other publications I have written regarding communism 
of interest, 

Ag you indicate, the atatementa quoted in your 
letter did not emanate from the FBI. Although I would like to 
be of service to you, the files of thia Bureau are confidential 
and it ij not possible for me to make any comment regarding 
the questions you raided* I hope you will understand the reasons 
I am unable to be of help in this instance. 

In view of your concern, I am enclosing some 
material which you may want to read. 
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Thank you for your prayers. 

sincerely yourj, 



jgnc)os&r&S '(6) 





Communist Illusion & Democratic Reality 
3-60 , iS'EB Introduction & 17th Convention 
Director 1 s speech 10-18-60 
Communist Target- -Youth 
Exptse of Soviet Espionage 



sUU 



w.c. suiiivan — NOTE : A Buf iles contain no rec ord identifiab le with 

Tele. Room _ \ - * W I 1 

Gcmdy if- < U IJ*UL«00M L_J . TELETYPE UNIT I 1 ' , , ■ ■ 

J ° AFH:elw '• (3) ./ 



_0 



BAPTIST 
25 High Street 
Somers worth," New Haizrp&hire 
Tel. - 
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Novsmber 23, I960 
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J 0 Edgar Hoover, Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D, C* 

Dear Mr* Hoover, 




^0 tl 6 4* 



4j 



It is certaihly most disturbing to see how our country is con- 
stantly retreating in the face of * the encroachment of communism*. I have 
read with real interest your "Masters of Deceit 11 and other articles and 
pamphlets which you have written, all to alert our people to th8 real 
nature of this international conspiracy. 

I would like to ask^Lf it is true as I read in one pamphlet recently, 
not written by you^ that;^e*at least thi^r Communist espionage rings 
operating in this couqjbry today against the only two or three that have 
been partially exposed? 1 And, is it true that "not only has all really 
effective exposure of these espionage rings been stopped but scores of known 
communist sympathizers have Seen restore^ by Supreme Court rulings to thartf 
former jobs within our Federal Government? Is it also true that "severity- 
five vital links in the most secret communications of our government itself 
including those of the^ntagon to Air Force Bases in New York, Maine, 
England, Canada, and Newfoundland are all available to the members of the 
American Communication Association vfoich was kicked out of the GIO in 1950 
as being too Communists? I believe that these statements were made in the 
Blue Book of the John Birth Society* Be assured that our prayers are with 
you in the terrific 'work that you are doing* 
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Pecos, Texas 



Dear Mr. 
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Your letter of November 29, I960, has been 
received, and the interest which prompted you to write is 
appreciated. 

Although I would like to be of service, this 
Bureau has conducted no investigation regarding the organi- 
zation about which you inquired, and I am unable to be of 
assistance to you. This should not, however, be construed 
as a clearance or nonclearance of this organization by the 
FBI. Enclosed is some material concerning the general subject 
of communism which may be of interest. 
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Sincerely yours, 

LL Edgar Hoousf 



John Edgar Hoover 
Director 
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17th National Convention, CPUSA & 3-60 LEB Introduction ; 
Communist Illusion and Democratic Reality § i ^» ^ 

One Nation's Response to Communism »\ l '' tst> * 

\ -Communist Target— Youth ^Y)'^/" > m ' ■' 

f\ Expose of Soviet Espionage ~Ynf 'f-'-, i'v, 

• Director's speech of 10-18-60 3 ?'e i\\ ,V. U H - u 

bSk ty nrp i o IQgQ ' - 

canohanp^ ^Wfo' TE . No record Bufi i e s identifiable with correspondent. The John,,, 
^-"Birch Society was founded by Robert Welch of Belmont, Massachusetts, 
""^MTBTptlrpiSrted to 'be an aniicommunist organization. We have conducted 
no investigation regarding it!. 'W^t*\ 
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Pecos Texas 
November 29, 1960 



J Edgar Hoover, Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr Hoover: 

I would like to inquire into the validity of the 
anti-communistic aspirations of The John Birch Society, Belmont 
78, Massachusetts, and its founder, Robert Welch. 

I have been approached on the subject of joining 
this organization. My fondest desire is to rid this country of all 
communisms. 

In the opinion of your department is the Society 
honest in the presentation of its aim? 



Yours Truly 



be 

hlC 
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December 1 ?, 1980 
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Dear WxbS 
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JTour letter ol November 30, I960, has been received, 



and your generous remarks arc sincerely appreciated. 

In response to your request, it is certainly a pleasure 
to forward to you, under separate cover, 100 copies of my statement, 
"Communist Target— Youth. » Tncre is no charge for material which 
this Bureau is privileged to distribute to the public. I am enclosing 
some other material dealing with communism which may be of interest. 

I would like to point out that the Individual ycu mentioned 
in your communication has never been a Special Agent of this Bureau. 
He did, however, furnish information to the FBI on a confidential basis 
from February, 1343, to January, 1080, and he was compensated for 
his services. 



4 

DEC - • 1960 j 



Sincerely yours, 

^ Eflgar Hoover 

John Bd^ar Hoover 
Director 
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Director's speech 10-18-60 
; One Nation's Response To Communism 

Communist Illusion and Democratic Reality 
: 3-60 LBB mtroductlon & 17th National Convention 
L depose of Soviet Espionage 

;Wf*- t5i$j£p3rrell, Room 4235— USC- 100 copies "Communist Target— Youth" 
w.c. suui/ a ^__^kwE:dmk .(5) . *jL) 
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(SEE NOTE NEXT PAGE) 
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SAN MARINO, CALIFORNIA 



Vt* J* Edgar Koovejs? 

Federul Burea of Investigation 

Washington, D.C* 

Dear 3ir : 

i&v I arfc if 70a ^iU he so kind as to send me 
100 copifes of your CQ^UJSISI TARG-ET -YOUTH, and I 
should like to" make a donation for same* 

I am u member of The John Birch Society ifl San 
Marino, $o, 419, is the Ho, of oar Chapter* It might 
interest your Bureau to kno*" that one of your 
former members, 1/atthe^ Cvetic,a fesr ^eeks ago 
addressed an evening gathering in our rather smaXl 
community, and over persons attended* 

iis a patriotc American may I express my deep 
gratitude for all the wonderful ~ork you have done 
for us* . 

Sincerely yours, ^ 
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Mrs* 





December 8, 1960 



Pampa^ Xe&as— 
Dear Mr, 
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ALL INFCFlXATTON 

k: _„ „ 



Your letter of November 28, 1960, has been 
received, and your interest in writing me is appreciated. 

With regard to your inquiry, the FBI is strictly 
an investigative agency of the Federal Government and, as 
such, does not furnish evaluations or comments concerning 
the character or integrity of any individual, publication or 
organization, I can advise you, however, that the organisation 
you mentioned has not been the subject of an investigation by 
this Bureau, but this should not be construed as a clearance or 
nonclearance by the FBI. 

I am enclosing material available for general . J 
distribution by the FBI on the subject of communism which yp% 
may find of interest. 
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Sincerely yours, 

John Edgar Hoover 
Director 
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Callahan . 
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Enclosures (6) 
Communist Target — Youth 
How to Beat Communism 
Communist Illusion and Democratic Reality 
Reprint from FBI Law Enforcement Bulletin, 3-60 & 17th Nat'l Conv CP, USA 
What You Can Do To Fight Communism and Preserve America 
One Nation's Response to Communism \s 



SEE NOTE NEXT PAGE 
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NOTE: The John Birch Society is allegedly an anticommunist organization 

with branches over the various parts of the country. Our field offices 

have been alerted to watching its activities inasmuch as its head, Robert Welch, 

indicated at one time that he thought a group having the appearance of a 

front organization might be effective in attracting true subversives. 

Welch, has, in the past, also attacked President Eisenhower and his 

Administration in his writings. 
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November 28 , 1960 



Mr. J. 8dgar Hoover, 
Director, Federal 3ureau of 
Investigation , 
Washington, D. C. 



Dear i*r. T loovcr; 



iy wife, 
Society. 



o 



and I would like to innuire about the John Birch 



We ottended a meeting of local peonle here in on November 

25 the mtrpose of which was to watch and listen to a I-r. Robert 
H. l^elcu, J r »j founder of this Society. 

In this i-ovie t i*r. Welch covered tlie hrck^round, purposes and future 



of the John 3ircl: Society. To 



and I his purpose see^s to 



be very clenr, i.e. to stop the evergrowing if&nace of Couraunisr., ?md 
to stamp it out. he feel that we would like to join this Society; 
however, we do not feel that such a sten should be taken without b6 
thorough investigation. b7c 

Another couple itfith whom we ^att ended this meeting agreed that vie 
should do a bit of checking before joining this group. We decided 
that the best way to accomplish this would be to direct an inquiry 
to you. 

Of course we realize :ha.t the decision to joAn this ;;roun Ls ours, 
however if you would advise us as to the opinion that^your G§pa v tiaent 
holds of this organization we xvould hiost certainly a^f>recia^f it.,* 



Very truly yours, 



Pampa, Texas. 
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Houston 4S, Texas 
Dear Mrs. 



i * » 
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'ATX jrr:^;'^V^ C ri ? ,f -".^D* 
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In response to your request of November 29, 
1980, I am enclosing a copy of "Bxposo of Soviet Espionage, " 
as v/ell as other reprintu which you may find of interest. 

With regard to your inquiry, the FBI is strictly 
an investigative agency of the Federal Government and, as 
such, does not furnish evaluations or comments concerning 
the character or integrity of any individual, publication or 
organization. I can advise you, however, that the organisation 
you mentioned has not been the subject of an investigation by 
this Bureau, but this should not be construed as a clearance or 
nonclearance by the FBI. No suggestions come to mind where 
you might be able to secure the information you desire. 



o 
a: 

O 



. J£ .uo I960 




Sincerely yours, 

* 

John Edgar Hoo^gj 
Director , S 



CD 
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Communist Target --Youth 



Communist Illusion and Democratic Reality E^osa^of Soviet Espionage 



Director's speech 10-18-60 
What You Can Do To Fight Communism 




NOTE: The John Birch Society is allegedly an anticommunist organization 
with branches over the various parts of the country. Our field offices have 
been alerted to watching its activities inasmuch as its head, Robert Welch,! 
indicated at one time that he thought a group having the appearance of a ^[ 
sJ^front organization might be effective in attracting true subversives. Welch, I 
has, ixi the past, also attacked President Eisenhower and his Administratiorl 
l#l|p|iting^ t \S a bc£/SAW:jka K V v 
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Houston, Texas 
Uoveuiber 29, i960 



Dear Sir — 

Please send s copy of the Senate document 
"Expose of Soviet Espionage." 

Also I would like any information you have 
available about the Joh«ir^^^eJx. . 
understand it to be a truly patriotic organization 
md vould like this confirmed. If it is not 
possible for you to rive rae this infor nation, 
c^n you refer r.e to soueone v;ho can? 
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Thank you. 
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Sincerely 




IB DEC 8 1360 
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'ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED \ 

E2HEIX IS UNCUS&I^IED 
DATE 'Vw.'VS, BY CtoXfta^a 




TO: 

PROII: 
SUBJECT: 



S/iC, LQS ANGELES (S' ? !-T^3) 



uoarawiUD rills, BzaaToaiixfi. 

RESEARCH (CORRESPOSSPB1JCE illJD TOURS) 
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RoLtiairtol, 11/23/6*0, 

Loo .f.n -^olos indlcor. - contain no rjorbinont information 
identifiable T ,;lth [ l and no Indication ho ha& ov;>2* 

boon the uibjcct or an lEvcO^l^ation "07 thia office. 



b hip gosidonco 



',.av. person ally contacted 12/2/oQ, . 

lucodiaod nnio, calif., by sasl 

. ISTJiCTI. Hie lot feci? of 11/10/'- 0, 



. ,nd GTOERT a. . . 

■fco Cha Di3?ocfcov uaa oralis aelaioi/leJ^ad and tho Edtfoctoa?^ 
appreciation fos? I I fclnd oc^-cnto yo iito and 1 Xfeotovc 
Docoit"' was cc-orocsocl. 

Tno jjonoraX " T nvaat3 ^-rf-iv.i ^tir-lcdiot ion _ or tho EDI 
\;aiji coni'&oously orrolainod to Ik*. 
o:~jlaincd to bin that alnco th 



or 



l aftes? t;hlch it ras tactfully 
571X3^ of tho EDI ai?o confidential. 



it la not pocscifrlo to furnish any cor.-i.ont on the- character 03? 
Ontoority of any of tho individually organisation .., 01* publica- 
tio ns li sted in his lotto?. It t;ac rado specifically clear to 
lip. P"H that tho E3I hac conductor no investigation coneomin-j 
hin. 



o 

tt. 

8 

< 
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3 - Euffoau (REGISTERED) 
"1 «* Los Indoles 
OJHrpal 
(4) 



145 DEO '■ 5 -/I 



LA 94-728 



Ilr. I I advised ho is employed an a j 

| ¥yle Laboratories^ 126 llaryland, 
^octmao^ CaXTTT^ ana a^GuSaa that perhaps the kBI had 
investigated hin relative to his e^loyment* Ho advised ho 
understood the position of tho ti&X and deeply appreciated the 
Agents calling upon hin. He reiterated his hi£h regard for 
thtf - Director * 

. . b6 

IS?* I I advised he has boon very out-spoken against b?c 

corojinicia. He stated he uas quite concerned about the fact 
that blasters of Deceit " has boon occupying the lo;:or shelves 
in local boo T : stands and libraries and" tho manner in uhich 
Concressran- elect JAISS 0* C0BIM1T had virtually repudiated 
the statements in that book during his caiipaicn in a public 
debate sponsored by Soirn Hall at Shorsaa Oaks* Calif.* osrict 
date unrocalled. Ho advised the ^hn^feirch Society and the 
American Lecion have been {joins arouad and^pIEcTlxiy Copies of 
blasters of Deceit 11 on the shelves in places of easy accessibility 
and whore th^v* will receive m::ima attention. Ho advised 
CoiiGressmn- elect COr&XAIT had indicated there is no 
connunict threat fron vithin tho ~Q\ 3. but that the threat is 
fron the Ar^&os of Russia and Sod Cnlna. He advised CCC&iAIT 
had stated soiaethins like, ft - J: God for HKSL UiffiELir and the 
£uprene Court* 

I2r # I I indicated a farxtliarity uith tho Joha Birch 
Society and advised that friends of his in that society had 
told hin they haa heard COPJIfJT r ^ ;arl: to the effect that the 
Director didn't jbao;; uhat he \;a& talhin^ about concerninj the 
internal tiireat of cor^runisin in the United States. At this 
point Agents imediately refund COTcIIAlT's above scurr -ilpr*.:; 
renarks ro^ardirc the Director ar*d inforn^d i!r. I that the 
.Director^ statononts are entirely factual-, tizat CCRTI^I :;as 
entirely i/ronc and that COr&IAIT obvious sly ::as the o ne ?;h o 
did not lrao\: *;hat he uas talking about to ^iiich Ilr. I 1 stated 
he uas thoroughly in acroemorit. 

She interview vao teminated imder very pleasant 
conditions and I2r # COBIiAIT concluded that he had always had the 
highest recards for tho Director and the FBI. 



1 - Mr. Farrow 
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San Diego 16, California 



Dear Mr&T 



Your letter dated November 26, 1960, v/ith itc 
enclosure, has been received, and the interest which 
prompted your eoxmaunication is indeed appreciated. 

It is always gratifying to receive letters from 
citizens who demonstrate an awareness of the problems 
facing this country and a sincere desire to prepare them- 
selves to moot the commmist challenge to our freedom. 

The jurisdiction and responsibilities of the 
_J?BI preclude me from furnishing evaluations or comments 
concerning the character or integrity of any individual, 
publication or organization, However, I can advise you 
that neither the John Birch Society nor the American 
Friendo of Vietnam hac been investigated by this Bureau, 
but this should not be construed as a clearance or 
nonclearanee of these organisations by the FBI. 



Tolson _ 

Mohr 

Parsons _ 
Belmont _ 
Callahan . 



DeLoach . 

Ma lone 

McGuire _ 
Bose; 
Tami 
Trott! 



W.C. SttlUwn . 
Tele. Room _ 

Ingram b 

Gandy 



I an enclosing cozae literature on the nenace 
of communism which I feel will be of interest to you. 

Sincerely your&, 




Enclosures (4) 



THF:bgc:pw 
(3) 



C 14 19b 



John Edgar Hoover 
Director f 



SEE NOTE ON YELLOW, PAGE TWO 
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Mrs, | 

NOTE ON YELLOW: 

Correspondent requests information concerning 
the John Birch Society and "American Friends of Vietnam." 
She also requests a list of publications that are 
considered to be anticommunist * Correspondent enclosed 
a poem which she stated had been recited at a public 
school during a Thanksgiving Day program. She wonders 
if the poem is communistic. The poem concerns the 
early settlement of the United States and is written 
from the viewpoint of the American Indian. Bufiles 
contain no identifiable data concerning the correspondent 
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Bufiles reveal that "American Friends of Vietnam" 
has not been investigated by the Bureau. Available infor- 
mation reveals that over 17 Senators, over 60 Representatives 
and numerous other prominent Americans are affiliated with the 
organization. (62-102858) 

The John Birch Society and its founder, Robert 
Welch, have not been the subjects of an investigation by 
the Bureau. Welch and his organization have been very 
critical of President Eisenhower and his administration. 
(62-104401) 

The following items of literature were sent 
to the correspondent: 

1. Reprint from "FBI Law Enforcement Bulletin," 
March, 1960, with "An Analysis of the 17th 
National Convention of the Communist Party, USA." 

2. "Communist Illusion and Democratic Reality." 

3. "America - Freedom* s Champion." 

4. "What You Can do to Fight Communism and 
Preserve America.™ 



- 2 - 



TP"' S 

v « 

1 



•1 



be 

b7C 



San Diego 16, California 
November 26, I960 



Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover, 

Would you Please tell me inhere I can get information con- 
cerning THE JOHlTBIRCH SCyiETY ? Ify husband and I are interested 
in joining this group in an effort in our small way to fight 
Communism. However, we would like to be certain that we are 
fighting and not aiding the communistic cause. The local F. B. I. 
office here is unable to give out information of this type and 
we don't know where to turn for accurate information. 

If you could send me some list of publication that are con- 

^ sidered anticommunistic I would greatly appreciate it. In fact, 

- \ 

^ any information you could give us would be a tremendous help in 
b guiding us. We, and many of our friends, are deeply concerned 
J viand willing to do anything within our power to actively fight 
^ ^\ 8oInmunisTn, 9 ^ we could 3ust have some reassurance that what we 
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y 



T/ould do would be the correct thing. 

Could you please tell me whether The American Fiiends of 
Vi^ham is considered a questionable organization? 

^ REC-3Cf - if.L/VQj 



\ 



V- ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 

EiiOEIK 13 UA'CLASC I £I£D ^ ■ 
DATE ^-Xn.^k v, y ^sfo gjw^ftfc- 
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I am enclosing a poem that -was recited at the Thanksgiving 
Program in a public school here. Is this the type of propaganda 
that is being used by* Communist in the educational system? I 
realize that the facts are basically time yet, I am wondering 
if this type of presentation of American history won't in a 
twelve year educationl program leave our children with a com- 
plete lack of patriotism and pride for the founding fathers 
of our democracy* 



Sincerely, 



r 
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I don't know who this Indian is 
A bow within his hand 
But he is standing by a tree 
And watching white men land 

They may be gods 

They maybe men 

They certainly look glum 

He wonders who on earth they are 

And why on earth they've come 

He knows his streams are full of fish 
His forest full of deer 
And his tribe is a mighty tribe 
That all the others fear 

But when the French and Spanish come. 
The English and the Dutch 
They tell him they're the mighty tribe 
And no one else is much 

They'll shoot his deer 

And net his fish 

And clear away his wood 

And frequently remark to him 

They do it for his good 

Then he will fight 

And he will scalp 

And he will burn and slay 

And break the treaties he has made 

but children, so will they 

We wont go into all of that 

For its another story 

And some is good 

And some is bad 

B ut all of it is gory 

But just remember this cV/ 
About our ancestors so dear 
They didn't find an empty land 
The Indian was here 





ENCLOSURE 
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comber 9, 1900 
AIRMAIL 



Newport Beach, California 
Dear Mrs. 



Your letter of December 2, 1960, v/ith enclo- 
sure, has been received, and the interest which prompted 
you to write is indeed appreciated. 

While I would like to be of assistance, it is 
not possible for me to advise you relative to the matter you 
mentioned. The FBI is strictly an investigative agency of 
the Federal Government and, as such, does not furnish 
evaluations or comments concerning the character or integ- 
rity of any individual, publication or organization. I can 
advise you, however, that the organization you mentioned 
has not been the subject of an investigation by this Bureau, 
but this should not bo construed as a clearance or nonclearance: 
by the FBI. - ? f 



nist menace, 
like to read. 



In vievV of your concern regarding the comt£lP-£ 
I am enclosing some material which you ma^ ^ 
The self -addressed, stamped envelope you £ 
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forwarded is being returned. 



Sincerely yours, 



C5s 
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Tolson 

Mohr 

Parsons _ 
Belmont _ 
Callahan , 
DeLoach . 

Ma lone 

McGuire _ 

Rosen 

Tamm ; 



Trotter 

W.C. Sullivan , 
Tele. Room „ 

Ingram 

Gandy 



I") VEncl6iJur.es r (6 ) " 

Listed 71 ext page 



J. •'■•'\ar Ho*" 1 

John Edgar Hoover 
Director 



SEE NOTE NEXT PAGE 
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Enclosures (6) 

17th National Convention & Introduction 3-60 LEB 

Communist Illusion and Democratic Reality 

Communist Party, USA 

Expose of Soviet Espionage 

Communist Target --Youth 

Self -addressed stamped envelope 

NOTE: Letter sent airmail inasmuch as envelope enclosed by 
correspondent contained airmail $es$age. Correspondent is not 
identifiable in Bufiles. The John Birch Society w as organized by 
Robert Welch in December, 1958, at Indianapolis, Indiana. It is 
allegedly an anticommunist organization with branches over 
various parts of the country, Welch has been quite critical of 
President Eisenhower and his Administration. SAC letter 60-5 
calls this organization to the attention of the field and instructs 
them that any information on their activities should be furnished 
to the Bureau. Correspondent is probably referring to General 
Albert C. Wedemeyer's report on China and Korea which was 
published several years ago. General Wedemeyer'is on the Special 
Correspondents' List on a first -name basis and has enjoyed cordial 
correspondence with the Director over the years. 
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Newport Beach 
California 
Dec. 2, 1960 



Mr. J. Edgar Hoover, 
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F.B.L 

Washington, D. C. 
Dear Sir- 

rm appealling to you for certain information 
I feel only you are qualified to give. 

The Communist threat has recently been 
emphasized and, as a Mother of four, I feel compelled to 
do what I can to fight it. 

Would you advise my joining the "John Birch 
Society"? Can I know this is not a subversive group? 

Could you also tell me - is all of the 
"Wedermeyer Report" true ? I read the book because of rumors 
that circulated during W. W. II - 

The book confirmed those rumors, but my 
husband (an ex A. F. pilot) feels the book is not true, and 
questions my patriotism for believing it. 

Your reply will be anxiously awaited, and any 
suggestions you make (anything that I, or other housewives 
can do to help our country) will be greatly appreciated. 



Very Sincerely, 
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December 8, 1960 



A. 



Richmond 22*. Virginia 
Dear Mrs. 
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Your letter of December 2, 1960, has been 
received, and the interest which prompted you to write is 
appreciated. 



Although I would like to bo of service, this 
Bureau has conducted no investigation regarding the organi- 
zation about which you inquired, and I am unable to be of 
assistance to you. This should not, however, bo construed 
as a clearance or nonclearance of this organization by the FBI. 
Enclosed is some material concerning the general subject of 
communism which may be of interest. 

Sincerely yours, 



John Edgar Hoover 
Director 
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Enclosures (6) 

17th National Convention and 3-60 LEB Introduction 
Communist Illusion and Democratic Reality 
One Nation's Response to Communism . 
Directors speech of 1Q. 18- 60 i | \ 



Communist Target- -Youth 
^Jxpps^ o'f Soviet Espionage 
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^STOTE: No record Bufiles identifiable with correspondent* jnieJLohn_ 
^u^h^pj3ietx was founded by Robert Welch of Belmont, Massachusetts, and 
is purported to be an anticommunist organization* We have conducted no 
investigation regarding it. 
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Richmond, Va. 
Dec. 2, 1960 



Mr, J. Edgar Hoover 

Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Washington, D. C. 



Dear Mr. Hoover, 



I've been told that from an official standpoint 
you're not allowed to endorse any organization - Does the 
same thing apply to you on an unofficial basis? 

To come straight to the point - I recently attended 
a meeting here in Richmond which was held to enlighten the public 
on the seriousness of the Communist situation and to enlist 
members in The John Birch Society. I found both the speeches 
and film strip to be most impressive and alarming - as calculated. 
However, the name Robert Welch, as well as the members of the 
policy-making council were unknown to me prior to this meeting. 
It is neither my intention on decine to join any group unless I am 
unquestionably sure of the motives and standing of such a group 
as being truly American - in the full sense of the word. 

My next problem ivas where I could get that 
unquestionable assurance. That part didn't take long to decide - 
of c ours e, Mr. Hoover, who else?! 

Thank you for taking time to read this. Your reply 
will be appreciated and your advice relied upon - 



Very truly yours, 



Richmond 22, Va. 
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FULLERTON, CALIFORNIA 

FBI FILES ARE CONFIDENTIAL AND IT IS NOT WITHIN OUR AUTHORITY 

TO FURNISH COMMENTS ON CHARACTER OR INTEGRITY OF ANY 

ORGANIZATION. FBI HAS NOT CONDUCTED INVESTIGATION OF GROUP 

YOU MENTIONED; HOWEVER, THIS SHOULD NOT BE CONSTRUED AS 

EITHER CLEARANCE OR NONCLEARANCE. | W 

JOHN EDGAR HOOVER, DIRECTOR i 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATE^* 

r— 1 c5 -3 
50 as 
° « 

o 

NOTE: Bufiles contain no record identifiable with | | The John 

Birch Society was organized by Robert Welch in December, 1958, at Indianapolis, 
Indiana. It is allegedly an anticommunist organization with branches over 
various parts of the country. Welch has been quite critical of President 
Eisenhower and his Administration. SAC letter 60-5 calls this organization 
to the attention of the field and instructs them that any information on their 
activities should be furnished to the Bureau. Complete address per check in 
current Fullerton, California, telephone directory. 
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TO BI WASHINGTON DC 9 657PME 



FBI FILES ARE CONFIDENTIAL AND IT IS NOT WITHIN OUR AUTHORITY 
TO FURNISH COMMENTS ON CHARACTER OR INTEGRITY OF ANY 
ORGANIZATION* FBI HAS NOT CONDUCTED INVESTIGATION OF GROUP 
YOU MENTIONED, HOWEVER, THIS SHOULD NOT BE CONSTRUED AS 
EITHER CLEARANCE OR NONCLEARANCE. 

JOHN EDGAR HOOVER, DIRECTOR 

FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION* 
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FULLERTON CALIFORNIA 




. pPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 

* UNITED * 

L ' Ma 



TO 



FROM 



Mr. A. H. Belmont 
Mr. F. J. Baumgardner 




12-8-60 



subject: JOHN B I RCtL S OCIETY 

INFORMATION CONCERNING 
(INTERNAL SECURITY) 




I The Director inquired whether we are investigating the"~ u 
John Birch Society (JBS) and requested a memorandum concerning this 
Society ♦ 

\ We have never investigated the JBS nor its founder 

I Robert H; Welch, Jr. 




I 




BACKGROUND CONCERNING THE SOCIETY 

The JBS was organized in Indianapoli&,_Indiana, in December^ 
1958, by Robert H. Welch, Jr., a candy manufacturer of Belmont, 
Massachusetts. Welch has summarized the long-range activities of the 
Society as "less government, more responsibility and a. better world. " 
Chapters of, this Society have come into existence in various parts of 
the country as part of Welches anticommunist campaign.' Welch states /\ 
that the Society was named after John Birch, a young Christian / J 

missionary from a farm near Macon, Georgia, who was in China when the^ 
United States entered World War II; who joined General Chennault's 
force as a volunteer, organized Chennault f s intelligence, rose to the 
rank of captain in the United States Army, and served with unsurpassable 
bravery and brilliance throughout the war; and who, while in uniform ten 
days after V-J Day and on a peaceful and official mission for our 
Government, was brutally murdered in cold blood by the Chinese communists. 

BACKGROUND AND ACTIVITY OF WELCH 

Bufiles disclose Welch resides at 43 Fletcher Road, Belmont, 
Massachusetts, and his office address as 810 Main Street, Cambridge, 
Massachusetts, where he is an officer and director of the James 0. 
Welch Company, candy manufacturer. He is editor and director of the 
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Memorandum to Mr. Belmont 
RE: JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY 
62-104401 



l^l Si \ American Opinion," which is published on an irregular 
Dasxs and whxch contains many anticommunist articles. Welch has 

•forwarded copies of the publication to the Bureau in the past. Bufiles 
r2™?L C £S a fc n a ? y ^ er °S at0r y information of a subversive nature con- 
Ztl i n ? + We J? h - In January, 1959, we received information that Welch 
SULiSErS l£ g an ^ticommunist campaign and was conducting a drive 
STSf^* * he . countr y to ^tain funds to be used for this activity. 

l2l*S iJ*;J??i reS W ^ i° establish ostensible communist front groups, 
which xn realxty would be anticommunist groups, thereby causing dis- 

] ^^ n ' t0 ^ th t, C0mmuniSt Party * In ^bruaryf 1959, wereceived inlor- 
J*?? i n ^ ating that Welch > a Republican, had authored a book 
SS X i ?? I® Pol itician," which book Welch did not have published but 
£5 A^*^ number of copies printed which he sent to f?iends and 
xndxyxduals who he believed would be interested in its contents. We 
SJ! i y; d a copy ? f the book and reviewed it. The review disclosed 
of Lit JI^S-o V vici ° us a * tack °n the political life and beliefs 

? 5* Exsenhower. In this book Welch by innuendo alluded to 
ShZ j 1 !^ 6 , 1, a ? being Pr°communist . We disseminated pertinent 
rZl °f *Jf b °° k at tnat time to the Wh ite House and the Attorney 

General. Another example of Welch's attitude toward Government officials 
xs found xn hxs brochure on the JBS wherein he stated "You have probablv 

liltL^l + u f J° hn 5 irch ' simply becaus * the communists in Washington 
planned it that way." 5 

a * , J5 lch could be considered being pro-Bureau as the July- 
SSSfiA ' issue °* "^erican Opinion," page 24, listed "Masters of 

SSS^ a !™ eC ?S!?r^ d ? eading mate ? ial and information was received in 
August, 1960, that the latest monthly bulletin of the JBS requested all 

JUSS".* 0 "i*? *5 e Direct °r expressing their congratulations on his 

+ a ® conta ined in the House Committee on Un-American Activities 
booklet "Communxst Target - Youth." 

BUREAU ACTION: 

Due to the controversial nature of Welch and the JBS 
together with Welch's plan to set up ostensible communist front groups, 
we alerted the field to Welch's background, his plan, and background 

iS£5 rma ^/ n C an C l r ^ 8 , the JBS by SAC Le tters 59-13 (F) dated March 10, 
1959, and/or 60-5 (C) dated January 26, 1960. The field was instructed 
that no xnvestxgation of the Society should be conducted but that the 
Bureau was particularly interested in any efforts. by subversive elements 
to take over or use the Society or its chapters. The field was instructed 
to Keep the Bureau advised of all pertinent information regarding this 
matter. 



- 2 - 



Memorandum to Mr. Belmont 
RE: JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY 
62-104401 



Since the formation of the JBS, we have received and 
continue to receive numerous inquiries from citizens inquiring 
whether or not the Director approves of the Society. We have in 
most instances in the past answered these inquiries by stating that 
the Director was precluded from furnishing the desired information 
since M the jurisdiction and responsibilities of the FBI do not 
extend to furnishing evaluations or comments concerning the character 
or integrity of any individual, publication or organization. " This 
reply was given since it was felt that a statement indicating we 
had not investigated the JBS would be considered as an endorsement 
or clearance of the organization by the FBI. 

However, in the future, in order to be consistent, we will 
reply to such inquiries concerning the JBS that "the jurisdiction 
and responsibilities of the FBI do not extend to furnishing evaluations 
or comments concerning the character or integrity of any individual, 
publication or organization. However, I can advise you that the 
John Birch Society has not been investigated by this Bureau, but 
this should not De construed as a clearance or nonclearance of this 
organization by the FBI." 

RECOMMENDATION : 



If approved, we will answer citizen inquiries in line with 
the above observation. 
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Dscembar 9, 1960 



Wichita, Kansas 



he 
hie 



Doar Mrs£ 



Your letter of November 30, 1C80, with 
enclosure, has been received, and the interest which 
prompted you to write is indeed appreciated. 



Tolson _ 

Mohr 

Parsons _ 
Belmont _ 
Callahan . 
DeLoach . 

Ma lone 

McGulre _ 

Rosen 

Tamm 



Trotter 

W.C. Sullivan 
Tele. Room 
Ingram 
Gandy , 



With regard to your inquiry, the FBI is 
strictly an investigative agency of the Federal Government 
and, as ouch, does not furnish evaluations or comments con- 
cerning the character or integrity of any organization, 
publication or individual. I can advise you, however, that 
the organization you mentioned has not been the subject of an 
investigation by the FBI, but this should not be construed as 
a clerjrance or nenclearancc by this Bureau. 

Sincerely yours, 



John Sdsar Hoover 



o 



"11 



m 



CD | 
i — \ S> 



o 
o 



CD 
O 



45k 



Director 



NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Bufiles. l^^^toJBitch_ 
jSocigtjLwas organized by Robert Welch in December, 1958, at 
Indianapolis, Indiana. It is allegedly an anticommunist organization 
with branches oyex various parts of the country. Welch has been quite 
critical of Fr^^id^nt Eisenhower and his Administration. SAC letter 
60-ETdalls this organization to the attention of the field and instructs 
them that any information on their activities should be furnished to the 
Bureau. A four -cent stamp forwarded by correspondent is being r 



utilizedin reply. 
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11-30-60 

J. Edgar Hoover 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Sir: 

I would like any information you can give 
me on The John Birch Society , I think it is national, I 
know there is a branch here in Wichita, and there has been 
quite a controversey concerning it recently. Tve heard and 
read conflicting reports of its purposes. There is also 
disagreement as to whether the organization is pro or anti 
American and democratic. 

I would appreciate any information at your 
earliest convenience. 

Sincerely, 



/s/ 



Wichita, K ansas 



Ik,' 1 * 





'JL*~- Q^-£^> /SLov^ jU ^±±^ 

f — *f 
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Tolson . 

Mohr 

Parsons 
Belmont 



t/ 
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December 12, 1980 



Costa Mesa, California 
Dear Mrs. 



be 

b7C 



Your letter dated December 3, 1860, has been 



received. 



The thought prompting your contacting us is 
appreciated, and I am glad to know that you and your husband 
desire to combat the growing menace of communism. Certainly, 
an aroused and enlightened citizenry is needed if vve are to 
defend our democratic way of life against the subversive forces 
facing us today. 

Although I would like very much to help you in 
connection with your specific inquiry, the FBI is strictly an 
investigative agency of the Federal Government and, as such, 
does not make evaluations or draw conclusions as to the 
character or integrity of any organization, publication or individual. 
We have not investigated the group you named; however, I hopU-ypji .^r 
will not infer that this constitutes a clearance or nonclearanc^)^ 
this Bureau. . ~ 

Enclosed are publications on the subject of 
communism available for general distribution by the £BI Which! c*j 
you may find of interest. . ' 



3m 16 1960 




Sincerely yours, 

John Edgar Hoover 
Director 



Malone 
McGuire . 

Rosen 

Tamm 

Trotter , 



W.C. Sullivan 
Tele. Room _ 

Ingram , 

Gandy 



Enclosures (5) 

SEE NEXT PAGE 
SEE NOTE NEXT PAGE 

DCL 
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LETTER TO MRS, 



b6 
hlC 



12-12-60 ' 1 

Enclosures (5) 

What You Can Do To Fight Communism 
Communism: The Bitter Enemy of Religion 
Communist Illusion and Democratic Reality 

LEB Introduction, March, 1960 & 17th National Convention, CPUSA 
Communist Target— Youth 



NOTE: Correspondent and her husband are not identifiable in Bufiles 
on the basis of information furnished. The John Birch Society is 
allegedly an anticommunist organization with branches over the various 
parts of the country. OurfEeld offices have been alerted to . watch its 
activities inasmuch as its head, Robert Welch, indicated at one time 
that he thought a group having the appearance of a front organization 
might be effective in attracting true subversives. Welch has, in the 
past, also attacked President Eisenhower and his Administration in 
his writings ♦ Name of street verified by telephone directory check. 
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Dec. 3, 1960 



Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 



In the past month, my husband & I have become 
very interested in the fight against communism. 

We have recently seen the films "Communism 
on the Map" & "Operation Abolition, " & thought them very 
enlightening. We want to join & Anti-Communist organization 
& have been trying to get all possible information on the John 
Birch Society. We feel like we need direction as do many of our 
friends. 



We have seen letters from such people as Senator 
Goldwater, whom we admire, praising Rob't. Welch, the founder 
of the John Birch Society, but he did not commit himself in the 
letter on the Society itself. Naturally, we don't want to join any 
such organization until we find out if it is really on the right track. 

We would appreciate very much any information 
you might be able to send along on the Birch Society, so we can 
decide if this is the way to fight communism. 



Thank you very much, 



/s/ 



Sincerely. 



he 
hie 



Costa Mesa, California 



/ 




*-3 W <T* 



/jj^kyw*: <£fc>bn ©fr-cii o>^C/ 



/of 



^ r-;;,^ V " — _r / 




Air 'a litor L '?iea and - 
t&2D PGEccAbreuft s treet 




_ t X Iravo receive i your lotto? oi Novon&or 22, 

^ 1900, with enclosure, and yoar generous e3;>re*i!»icaa o£ 
cca£hfcnco md m^oxi aro inckccl a*vro<&ttc;i, Tiiaal: you 
tof yoar Isiati cofc&cata relative to isy boo*. 



4t, 



/asiioro of 



73 

m 
o 



\ alio 2 Y,ould li!co to Jcp of atil£tanta in - T1 ? 

- connection v/itii preparing a statement for you in tao maanor jjn 

- yoa ixcaticaea, J regret that tuo pressure of okueiai coi&xnit^ 0 1 
jxv-aSs factor j6,o at tMo tfcu> v;ill i.recltt&i iscy doing *^a. * ■ 35 
ilovovov, I am i4ci^a to iotvrjxd, under iioparaia covor, 
kairc oX niy recast CGKimcafei on tho ^ubje^t of eo&tif&uatau> 
ftco£u \4iica yea may *#eSt to o:-£ract too inlomaika yoa 
dociro* 



JO 
O 
O 



DEO 2 1960 

bmsmhbi 




?lncorely youre, 



0» 

"I 



. Sullivan 
f. Room _ 
am 



1 - IViomphis - Enclosure / y 

1 - D. C. Ivlarrell - Room 4235 
USC fciATEFJAL 

Director's speeches 10-3-60 and 10-13-60 
17th National Convention & Introduction %60 JLEB 
Communist Illusion and Democratic^EcfeaHty* 
One Nation's Response to Cop^unism / 
' > Expose of Soviet Espionage v ; t 

r» r V , A Comniunist Target— Youth 

(SEE NOTE 
JS3M:cfr (6) ■A/C/'rt 

!L ROOM CZH TELETYPE UNIT I I \ ! ' 

.J 



r V 



£3 



MAIL ] 



* 



Mr. 



12-1-60 



NOTE: Bufiles contain no identifiable information regarding 
correspondent to preclude sending this letter. The John Birch 
Society is allegedly an anticommunist organization with branches 
over the various parts of the county. This organization was 
founded by Robert Welch in Indianapolis, Indiana, in December, 
1958. Our field offices have been alerted to watch its activities 
inasmuch as its head, Welch, indicated at one time that he thbught 
a group having the appearance of a front organization might be 
effective in attracting true subversives. Welch has, in the past, 
also attacked President Eisenhower and his administration in his 
writing. Bufiles contain no identifiable information regarding 

of The Nashville Banner, a newspaper with whom 



Jo 6 
hlC 



we have enjoyed cordial relations. Bufiles contain d erogatory 
informa tion of a se curity nature regarding Professo r I J 



and attorney 



,_ £ Attorney 

is alleged to be connected with gamblin g in* 



£ 



erests in 



Nashville. As we have no close association with 
and it appears any statement we would provide would be utilized 
in connection with activities of the John Birch Society, it is not felt 
desirable to accede to his request. 
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PHptfE AL 6-3322 
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Air Filter Sales & Service Co. 

SCIENTIFIC CLEANING — QUALITY SERVICE — SA*.£S 
1529 DEMON BREUN STREET 
NASHVILLE 3, TENNESSEE 



/ 



Mr. Tolson_ 
Mr. Mohr,. 



Mr. Parsons 

Mr. Belmont-J^L 
Mr. Call^n. 
Mr. Da 
Mr. Malona 
M \ ?I Guire! 
M . Rosen 



Mr. Taram 

Mi*. " raster 

M- \v .C.Sullivan 



J.Edgar Hoover 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D.G. 

Dear Mr .Hoover: 



November 2 2,1960 




I am one of the local chapter leaders of the John Birch Society and we 
have "been doing all we can to awaken the local people totne menace 
of communism and its fellow travelers and dupes. We have purchased the 
film " Operation Abolition" which shows the^House Un-Amerisan Activities 
investigation in San Francisco, and have been showing it everywhere we 
can to show not only that it can happen here, but that it is happening 
here. 

bo 

Here is a clipping from t*e Nashville Banner dated 11-21-60, showing b7c 
what a cpuple of our local attorneys and a professor at Vanderbilt 
tried to put across at a meeting of Vanderbilt students. What I would 
like to have from you is a letter stating that the menace is real 
and that they are using college students and young people as pawns 
and dupes, along the lines of some of your statements in the talk 
you made on 10-3-60 to the International Assn. of Chiefs of Police, or 
remarks you made on 9^26-60 in which you expressed concern over the 
Communistic influence and aims on college c ampuses. 

We want to use such a letter along with the clipping, such as I am send 
you, along with our showing of the film " Operation Abolition" and if 
possible we want to show this film to the same group of students at 
Vanderbilt that is mentioned in the clipping. / 



You certainly have my sincere 
your department are doing and 
md my copy is being passed around 
sny help you can give me along 




thanks for the splendid job that 
your book "Masters of Deceit" is 
to many people . Many thanks 
above lines. 



you and^ 
excelle 
for 




the 



Cordially 




®Xl09 



16 'DEC 14 1960 



A7.I7*W^^TI0>T CONTAINED \ v/ 




20V 23 "i960 

A. 
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j 



Delates fefe Of 



By 'LAMAR ALEXANDER 
■ f "Vfn^erfailfc University .politi- 
cal science prof e^^ arid' two 
^shvllle attorneys- told I?ep. " J° 
-papltoa.qpjoaer Sunday night' that- 
American civil liberties are" beirifr 

" P0It by of thf 

federal government which ar£ 
,d W« :.t0. eliminate subversion; 
_ Loser,. Brof. Robert J? tiai- 
;m- and, Nashville, attorneys :Cecii 
wol/^ tter ' ^ d *«*y"H. Chit, 
^ oI ^ W* Panel, sponsored 

■munity on the subject -of "Sub* 
•jetfttoa and Constitutional iZ- 

t^nS?^ whi1 ^ emphasizing 
that national, security and tht 
mamtenance of; indi^duar fret 
ilhn^ e ^ qU ^ >Portaht, de* ; 
Act vities Committed if 4 0tt ?ic 
=3trin detectives- searchin/ouS 
valves where tftey donU .exist" 
He <skjd/he woulo^have to %n 

tto *3J5* Y* 3 ^ 'Nicies of 
the federal ^dvernmenfc altempt- 

1%;^"®?% ^Version jeop 

-Both- ,the Truman and Eiaen- 
^lm'sh'atipris;»' he JonV 
tendedy '^have siiiashed itahy *e5L 

fn?^nj S ^fe 1 ^* til o committee 

■thf tT^^ '^ 6 effectiveness of 
m?ff fl - A S?x5 c ^ Activities Com- 
S& ek « 9omrhittee;» argued 

a£fr £ * 6rr * fci ^ °^ Communism 
3?he repres:entativft prthi^i. . mfit 



fclja-tjthe present .subversive -statute 
of the government had beo&'ap* 
proved -during:. the' ipast 10; or 12 
years by :the. Supreme. Court arid 
?t suoject should nbt be open , to 
debate. deemed the statute es- 
?? n ^& ! '.J° Vernal, security of 
the tfmted/States., . 
..■f, tfc orney^ Branstetter a^tfe&d 
Wth Tfrot: Harris that there- is 
^eat ganger: from- certain; 
Senate and Congressional. 6omirihV 
teg. investigating suBygrsioir" 

'^ hkt a **y country has 
J ^t^d^duty -td' protect itself 
from within^hd without?' 'but cori^ 
•tended 'that "when you begin tam- 
pering with' someone elstfs, freedom 
of speech and press.today. you will' 
:lose yours; ;tomorrowi" 
\ Braristetter continued, **The;first 
-ten amendments- (Bill Of Sights): 
were passed to.,protectms^rdm Cur 
own, congressmen..?' 1 

qjitwood; f ho/desc^bed hihisetf 
as dedicated- to the- Constitution 
as it was/ written-/' criticM* air 
three major branches of the Fed- 
eral; .government for ."going: over- 
board by yielding the clamor of 
public appeal;"* 

Recent decisions' of the - Supreme 
Court- drew special ^criticisn* from 



THE NASHVILLE BANNER, Mon„ Nov. 21„ WdlK-Faf^ 11 

f^j^J/^^ oh the principle of 

the- practice of/rendering decisions stare ■decisis. Or commoh law? ' 
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E ALL INF0RJJATI0N CONTAINED '\ 
HSRSIU -IS UNCLA33;<I£D 
DATE ^ ^V*V\ 



ENCLOSURE 



* 



REC- 




Bocembor 9, 1060 



Tolson 

Mohr 

Parsons _ 
Belmont _ 
Callahan . 
DeLoach . 

Ma lone 

McGuire _ 
Rosen — 

Tamm 

Trotter „ 
W.C. Sullivan 
Tele. : 
Ingran 
Gandy 



Dallas 18> Texas 
Dear Mr. 



b6 
b7C 



Since Mr, Hoover lias been called out of 
Washington, I am acknowledging your note postmarked 



December 2, I960, and the copy of your letter to thoJohn 



JBirch Soc iety, Please bo assured that your communication 
will be brought to Mr. Hoover's attention upon hio return. 
I [mow that he would want me to thank you for your kind 
meacase concerning the work being done by this Bureau and 
for your prayers* 

Sincerely yours, 



NOTE: Next'J>a&e. 



Helen W. Gandy 
Secretary 



DCL:ncr 
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NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Bufiles. The John Birch Society 
has branches throughout the United States and is professedly anticommunist. 
Its head, Robert Welch, has bitterly, attacked the Eisenhower Administration 
and is known to have made statements in the past that he thought it would be 
wise to organize a group having the appearance of a communist front in an 
effort to attracttrue subversives. The John B irch Societ y has not been 
investigated by the Bureau; however, in view o fl "I views toward this 

Society, it is believed an in -absence reply would best serve the Bureau's 



interests. 



bo 
b7C 
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TRUE COPY 



This copy for Mr. J. Edgar Hoover. 



To 

The John Birch Soceity, 
Belmont 78 

Massachusetts 



Dear Sir, 

You are an alarmist, and that's good concerning some things 
like the god-less communism, But, and you know this better than I 
perhaps, that this is still GOD'S world and that the power of prayer 
and a good Christ - like example, plus good, sound positive deeds 
based on the philosophy of Truth and happiness still provide the 
best tools for offsetting this rush of communism, which is built upon 
fear & hatred. Sometime soon, a smaU leak will appear in the dam 
of communism & when it does, it wiU get larger & larger until the 
disease of communism will be drowned out. 

I'm not suggesting any form of complacency whatsoever, but 

simply this: A love of ones neighbor makes it appear to 

me that a good, strong policy of human relations is badly needed in 
order to not only propagate the fight against communism but to 
propagate good christian actions along with this fight. Being an 
alarmist as I said before is good, but it becomes all too easy to slip 
from the intellectual to the emotional in constructing your views 
sometimes. Fear is alright when it springs from faith & respect, 
but fear can also become a real destroyer when gone rampant. 

You are not being cast in this light by me, but these is an 
urgent appeal for continued strong measures based on love, and the 
human relations approach to our fight & those we're fighting. 
I know it can't always be done when dealing with gangster type people 
like Kruschev, but enough can be done in other circles where we would 
penetrate rather than build barriers of resentment by our fearful 
approach. 




GOD bless you & your efforts! 

Sincerely 



Dallas 18, 

Texas, 

bto 
b7C 

Dear Mr. Hoover, 

There just aren't words to express my gratitude to you and the 
persons in your Bureau. All of you remain in my daily prayers* • 
as poor as they are. . . . .. . 
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Subject. 
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December 13, 1960 



Meaway, Massachusetts 



Dear Mrs. 



Your letter of December 6, 1900, has been 
received, and the interest which prompted you to write is 
appreciated. 

The jurisdiction and responsibilities of the 
FBI do not extend to furnishing evaluations or comments 
concerning the character or integrity of any individual, 
publication or organization. However, I can advise you that 
the John Birch Society has not been investigated by this 
Bureau, but this should not be construed as a clearance or 
nonclearance of this organization by the FBI. 



b6 
b7C 



Enclosed is some material recording the 



general subject of communism which may be of interest. 

Sincerely yours, 



MAILED, 31 

DEC 13 1960 

COMM-FB! 



o 
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Edgar Hoover 

John Edgar Hoover 
Director 



Tolson 

Mohr 

Parsons _ 
Belmont _ 
Callahan . 
DeLoach . 

Malone 

McGuire _ 
Rosen 
Tamm 



3-1-60 LEB Introduction & 17th National Convention 
Communist Illusion and Democratic Reality 
One Nation 1 s Response to Communism/^ 
,10-18-60 Speech A ? y <s 

Communist Target- -Youth Jy^ ' /l " > 
Expose of Soviet Espionage ^ 
^JvtfOTE: No record Bufiies identifiable with correspondent. An Atomic 
\r t Energy Appli cant Employee investigatio n was conducted in July, 1945, 




Trotter . 
W.C. Sullivan 
Tele. Room 

Ingram 

Gandy , 
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^1 



regarding one[ 
at Los Alamos, 



New Mexico. 



who was at one time employed 
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NOTE CONTINUED NEXT PAGE. 



NOTE: Continued. 



The John Birch Society ./as founded by Robert Welch of Belmont, 
Massachusetts, and is purported to be an anticommunist organization. 
We have conducted no investigation regarding it. Welch has been 
openly critical of President Eisenhower's adro frustration in the past. 



Medway, Mass. 
December 6, i960 

Mr. J ♦ Edgar Hoover, Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington* D.C. 
Dear Mr . Hoover, 

Realizing that many demands are made 
on your time, J hesitate to intrude with a personal 
problem, but do not know just where else to find the 
answer . 

I have^been invited to join a group 
known as " The John Birch Society 11 which is starting 
a new chapter in Medway and Millis (the adjoining town) . 
I have been told that this is a local, Boston-area, non- 
political discussion group. However, the opinion has 
also been expressed that it is a fairly-widespread, 
rFfi&ically Right-wing pressure organization* 

Since my husband is a "Q" cleared employe 
of an AEC prime contractor, and we lived in Los Alamos 
for five years, I am anxious to obtain more specific 



he 
hie 




information about this Society, if it/ is available. i£^> 

1+ it -» + ucC-40 ep2^/G¥¥o/~ H 

it is slanted , we would be mast reluctant t.n 1 +.w 

promoted locally. r t\»> 
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•to DEC 14 1960 
Appreciating in advance any help^^.^ 

may be able to give me, I am 



t 



December 12, 1960 



10 7 West Falrvie>7 Avenue 
Johnson City, TeWcs3ee~~ 



] 



b6 
b7C 



Dear 



received. 



Your letter dated December 5, 1960, has been 



Although- 1 would like to be of service, the FBI is 
strictly an investigative agency of the Federal Government and, 
as such, does not make evaluations or draw conclusions as to the 
character or integrity of any organization, publication or individual. 
I can inform you that the FBI has not investigated the subjects of 
your inquiry; however, I hope you will not consider this as being 
either a clearance or nonclearanco by this Bureau. 

Sincerely yours, 



rr» 

JO g 

O 
O 



John Edgar Hoover 
Director 



(r 



0, 



NOTE: The John Birch Society is allegedly an anticommunist 
organization with branches over the various parts of the country. Our 
field offices have been alerted to watch its activities inasmuch as its 
head, Robert Welch, indicated at one time that he thought a group having 
the appearance of a front organization might be effective in attracting 
true subversives. Welch has, in the past,, also attacked President 
Eisenhower and his Administration in his writings. 



PRACTICE LIMITED TO GENERAL SURGERY 
107 WEST FAIRVIEW AVENUE JOHNSON CITY, TENNESSEE 

December 5, I960 




The Federal Bureau of Investigation 
mi Building 
"Washington, D # C* 

Gentlemen * _ 

I have recently been requested to join the John Birch Society* 
The Society wa s originally sponsored by a Mr # Welch, a former NortE™ 
Carolina industrialist who now resides in Massachusetts.^ The official 
publication of the Society is the magazine American Opinion* 

It seems to me that the aims and desires of the Society are in 
keeping with what I believe, however, I am reluctant to give it my 
full support until I am assured by a reputable source that it is all 
that it claims to be* 

If it is possible for you to release this information could 
you please tell me whether or not the Society, its founder, its 
official publication, or its Board of Directors has in anyway been 
involved in activities against the best interest of the United .States* 

Very truly yours. 







Bocenber 14, I960 



til aoradc^jmnsaa 
Dear Mr, 



I have received your letter dated 
December 5* 1960f and your interest in writing 
to me is appreciated » 

In response to your inquiry, I must 
advise that the jurisdiction and responsibilities 
of the FBI do not extend to furnishing evaluations 
or comments concerning the character or integrity 
of any organisation, publication or individual, 
I am precluded* therefore, from furnishing the 
information you desire, 

There arc enclosed several items of 
literature concerning the menace of cormunisn 
which you may like to read* 

Sincerely yours, 
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John Edgar Hoover 
Director 
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ffOTE Off YELLOW; 

v »/ Correspondent requested inf oraation Wacorning 
-|)rqd CiKgth, author of a pamphlet entitled "EBusiness 
Jaan Locks At_Co:ia«nisru n Correspondent believes if is 

a convincing piece of literature but wonders if it is 

a comunist pamphlet. 

Bureau files contain no identifiable inforaation 
concerning the correspondent or the above psnphlet and 
no derogatory inf emotion concerning Koch* Koch is a 
wealthy industrialist in Wichita, Kansas* and has 
allegedly contributed considerable toney an< 
to Robert Welch and his Jt.ofaSitech^ecieto^ 



wealthy industrialist in Wichita, Kansas* and has 
allegedly contributed considerable toney and support 
xo Robert Welch and his JjMMgS^Mstte^ an alleged anti- 
co^Eiumst group. 62-104401-10§ 

We have had sor^o limited, cordial correspondence 
with Koch, most recently in January, i960. 

The following pieces of literature wore sent 
co the correspondent: 

"Consumist Illusion and Democratic Reality" 

"CoiEiunist Target - Youth" 

"One Nation's Response to Cor^iunisiti" 

"Anerica - Freedom's Champion" 

"What You Can Do To Fight Co;nnmisn and Preserve 
Aiaerica" 



9 
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Mr. Tolson 
Mr. Mohr 
Mr. Parsons 

December 5, 

Mr. O" 




Mr. B«A 

Mr. ^ 




El Dorado j Kansas 



Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 
Director 

United States Department of Justice 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, 25, D. C. 
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Mr. 11'. rjm ~ — 
?J-.\ T, - 
„\Tr. Tio^i'ir — 
riv. W.OXMllivan \ 

Tele. lioom 

:Ar. lv\iuin_„ 
Miss Gandy — 



Dear Mr* Hoover: 

In only knowing of a great man such as yourself Fm more than 
humbled when it comes to the point of correspondence with an in- 
dividual such as your stature. 

. I would appreciate your information in-so-far-as Communism in 
These United States is concerned, as could possibly pertain to a 
Mr. Fred C. Koch, who is the author of a pamphlet which was loaned 
to me by a friend down the hall in the building where I work. The 
name of the pamphlet is "A Business Man Looks At Communism", Edited 
as a first Edition in I960, by I believe "Brooks Mail" publishing 
company with an address of P.O. Box 1633, Wichita, Kansas. 

This book strikes me as a very convincing piece of literature 
but I'm at a loss when it comes to whether I believe this man as 
he states it or is it just a communist pamphlet put out to disrupt 
the steady flow of intllectual peoples or is this just an American 
Mans Red Blooded Attempt to drive home the fact that Communism is 
a dreaded enemy of us all. 

I would appreciate an answer from you as to the aforementioned: 



\A c ° 



cr 
o u 



1 



7 



Thanking you in advance, 



ft* 



0C- 105 



Yours very truly, 



jot, toc^'ScV' mftrm 




December 15, 1960 



wicinta <s, Kansas 
Dear Mrs. 



iv^r; t^'"'- ^ ^ r ^ O 



Your letter of December 8, I960, has 
been received, and the interest which prompted you to 
write is indeed appreciated. 

The jurisdiction and responsibilities of 
the FBI do not extend to furnishing evaluations or comments 
concerning the character or integrity of any individual, 
publication or organization* However, I can advise you that? 1 ^ 
the John Birch Society has not been investigated by this CD g ^ 
Bureau, but this should not be construed as a clearance 5 ^ 
nonclearance of this organization by the FBI. ^ ^ 

Enclosed is some material regarding the & §g 
general subject of communism which may be of interest. 

Sincerely yours, 



IL Edgar Hoover , "V 

John Edgar Hoover 

Director ^ 



Enclosures (6) yf 
x $*-l-\&0 LpB Introduction & 17th National Convention \ 
Communist Illusion and Democratic Reality 
One Nation* s Response to Communism * „ ,»* 

10-18-60 Speech * ' % 

Communist Target- -Youth ' n ^ -A * 

^jj^/ Expose of Soviet Espionage j / y 

NOTE: No record Bufiles identifiable with correspondent. The 
John Birch Society was foiwraff&sd by Robert Welch of Belmont, - 
DEC SHflP 1 ^ Y'' NOTE CONTINUED NEXT PApE 
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NOTE CONTINUED:. . , Massachusetts, and is purported to be an 

anticommunist organization* We have conducted no investigation 
regarding it. Welch has at times been openly critical of President 
Eisenhower's administration. Former SA, Maurice William Corcoran, 
EOD 9-21-42, resigned 12-27-57. Services satisfactory. Bufiles 
indicate that Dwight Cooke is mentioned as being a Harvard graduate, 
class of 1931, who resides in New York City. He has a background 
of theater and radio. Although there are many references to Cooke, 
we have conducted no investigation regarding him. Correspondents 
reference to Cooke is not being acknowledged in that she was advised 
above that we furnish no evaluations regarding individuals. 
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December 8,1960 




o 

LU 

a 



J* Edger Hoover, Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
9th and Pennsylvania Ave* N*W. 
Washington, D* 0* 

Dear Sir* 

Mr* Maurice W. Corcoran, and ex^FBX agent and now head of the 
Wichita Grime Commission has recommended that I write to you and 
inquire concerning the John Birch Society* 

A group of our friends here in Wichita have started a local chapter { l^pfy 
and have invited us to join* Since we are as anxious to fight Communism 
as they are, we attended one of their meetings* However, my husband and 
I have wondered since, if there would be chance for infiltration there ^ . ( _ 
and we might become victims of the very thing which we are fighting* £ 

My husband has been an Aviation Safety Agent with the Federal Aviation f ij 
Administration for 17 years* We have lived here in Wichita for 10 yearsK 
and my husband was recently transferred to the FAA Standardization 
Center in Oklahoma City* as an instructor* 

o 

Our friends want us to start a Joh n Birch Soci^r^r there, but we do not 
want to do so, if it would mar my ^S^SS^Tlceco^ in any way* He has 
always been a civil servant loyal to our government and remained free 
of any organi z ation which might become subversive* Now, as we see the 
danger of Communism increasing, we would like to do anything we can to 
keep our nation strong and free* 

Mr* Corcoran suggested that I explain all of this to you, just as I have 
told it to \±n*M/Wti/1U He felt that you would be able to give me the 
right answer* s / 

Incidentally, a man named Dwigh^vPooke spoke to a group of women here in 
Wichita, recently. He is supposedly a news analyst and commentator and was 
brought here thru a lecture circuit out of NewJTork City* His speech alarmed 
many of us because he* advocated co-existence, a massive education program 
and in his own words "0^ Chaing's government is one of the worst dictatorship 
the world has ever known*" His subject was, "You and the World." He also 
tried to tell one woman who argued with him afterwards that 4l£2*L H£|8JPg^£y 
not a Communist* Do you have any information on him t -/{jif^OfTlgj^ * 
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December 14, 1960 
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Corpus Christi, Texas 
Dear Mr, 



'ALL iN^SlMATlbN CONTAINED 



HEREIN IB UNCUSS 
DAIS ■■ B 




Trotter . 
W.C* Sullivan 
iTele. Room 
\ Ingram — - 
IGandy 



Your letter of December 4, 1960, with enclosure, 
has been received, and the interest which prompted you to write 
is indeed appreciated. 

While I would like to be of assistance, the FBI is 
strictly an investigative agency of the Federal Government and, 
as such, does not furnish evaluations or comments concerning 
the character or integrity of any individual, publication or organi- 
zation. Information in our files is regarded as confidential due 
to regulations of the Department of Justice. I hope you will not 
infer, however, that we do or do not have information regarding 
the subjects of your inquiry. 

As a matter of policy, X cannot recommend books 
to you. I am enclosing several reprints about communism which 
are available for distribution from this Bureau. 

Sincerely yours, 



John Edgar Hoover 
Director 



Enclosures (7) 

17th National Convention & Introduction 3-60 LEB 
Communist Illusion and Democratic Reality 
( One Nation's Response to Communism 
Communist Party, USA 

Series from "Christianity Today" issues of 10-10, 1,0-24 & 11-7-60 
Expose of Soviet Espionage 
Communist Target— Youth 
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Mr. 



*9 



12-14-60 



NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Bufiles. The John Birch 
Society is allegedly an anticommunist organization with branches over 
the various parts of the country. Our field offices have been alerted 
to watch its activities inasmuch as its head, Robert Welch, indicated b6 
at one time that he thought a group having the appearance of a front b ic 
organization might be effective in attracting true subversives. Welch 
has, in the past, also attacked President Eisenhower and his 
Administration in his writings. Howard D. Smoot, former SA, resigned 
following censure, probation and transfer due to several unfounded 
charges made by him against his SAC, and due to his dereliction in not 
apprising the Bureau of certain matters,He was not recommended for 
reinstatement. He publishes "The Dan Smoot Report" at Dallas, Texas," 
on a weekly basis. This newssheet deals with various topics such as 
communism, desegregation, etc. and its articles are frequently 
controversial. The Bureau has never investigated "Public Action, Inc. *' 
however, numerous inquiries have hami rpr.Pivpri pnnrpming ihi c 



organiza tion and I , Bufiles reflect 



that Mrs j | has been affiliated with several front groups. The 



above reply deemed necessary in view of the combination of inquiries. 
"Files confidential" type replies havealways been given regarding 
Public Action, Inc 



uorpua Christi, Texas 
December 4, I960 
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Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Washington, D. C. 

Dear Sir, 



become^SncSSed^i^Lc?^?! 1 ^*^ U ? lted States > 1 recently^ 
certain ecoScaf JgTSt^* ^ consequences 

aware of^e'Soo^ 2? ..r^ 1 ^ 1 WOU * d 

that I am used to reading 3 7 When COffl P aI,e a to material 

same time, it anSeal! *r news P a P^s and magazines; at the 

no dlr^oi t tS^ B ^- t o I J S. M, ^ t COttfUSed and ^ of 

true .o^f^Mrch SocU? mlthod! 2 ^ *? y Say le ^lutely 
are Justified. However^ fJoSld^ ilk. VkST^tSf 11, ob J? ctiv * 

pur book, "Masters of Deceit." • / ° D11aln * 1 tew already read 

i / <> / ~~ 

.sincerely , ^ — • ^ 
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December 16, 1960 
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Tempe, Arizona 
Dear Miss 



CD g ^ 



33 
O 
O 



Your letter of December 8, 1960, has been 
received, and the interest which prompted you to write is 
indeed appreciated. 

The jurisdiction and responsibilities of the 
FBI do not extend to furnishing evaluations or comments con- 
cerning the character or integrity of any individual, publication 
or organization* I can advise you, however, that the John 
Birch Society has not been investigated by this Bureau, but 
this should not be construed as a clearance or nonciearance 
of this organization by the FBI. 

This Bureau does not publish or maintain a list 
such as you described. You can obtain a list of organizations 
which have been cited by the Attorney General pursuant to 
Executive Order 10450 by writing to the Subversive Organizations 
Section, Internal Security Division, U. S. Department of: 
Justice, Washington 25, D. C. Enclosed is some material 
regarding the general subject of communism which you may find 
of interest. 
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Sincerely yours, 

% ETdgac Hoover 



John Edgar Hoover 
Director 
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Enclosures (6) 

17th National Convention & Introduction 3-60 LEB 
Communist Illusion and Democratic Reality 
Communist Party, USA 
Director's speech 10-18-60 
Expose of Soviet Espionage 
Communist Target- -Youth 

NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Bufiles. The John Bir.cfa 
^ocigtjLis allegedly an anticommunist organization with branches 
over the various parts of the country. Our field offices have been 
alerted to watch its activities inasmuch as its head, Robert Welch, 
indicated at one time that he thought a group having the appearance 
of a front organization might be effective in attracting true subversives. 
Welch has, in the past, also attacked President Eisenhower and his 
Administration in his writings. 
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TRUE COPY 



Tempe, Arizona 
Dec. 8, 1960 



Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Sirs: 

If available, I would like the latest listing 
of the Communist or subversive organizations in the United 
States. Also, I would like any available information you 
may have on the John Burch Committee. 

I would appreciate your prompt consideration 

of this matter. 

If you cannot supply this information, could 
you tell me where it could be obtained? 

Thank you very much. 

Sincerely, 



/s/ 



0° 



0 
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OFFICE 



MEMORANDUM 



Wii jl j. j^iXJ win xxJ 



3S GOVERNMENT 



TO 



; DIRECTOR, FBI (100-371W) 



FROM : SAC, DETROIT (IOO-I8676) 



DATEJ 12/2/60 



SUBJECT : 



SM - C 




Re u The Detroit Free Press" aptiple dated November 
28* I960, captioned "Will Pursued Ycmng Man Run Again?" which 
article 6ets forth certain background information concerning 
captioned individual subsequent to his testimony before the 
House Committee on TJn-Americ an Activities (HCUA) in May, 19$k-s> 
at which time he took the Fifth Amendment ♦ 

The following information is being set forth for the 
information of the Bureau as background information concerning 
referenced article and inasmuch as other similar situations 
could occur resulting in newspaper publicity: 



On June lif., I960, 



a discontinued 



Bureau Informant who has pu blicly testified fo r the HCUA, 



telephonic ally contacted SA[ 



at the Flint 



Resident Agency at which time she stated that captioned 
individual was now employed as a social worker and/or teacher 
at the Whale v Home. Flint* Michigan* .She stated that he was 
hired by Mr* I I and she learned that he had pictures 

of PAUXi R0BS0N and others hanging on his bulletin board in his 
off ice 9 The above was furnished for information. 
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(1 100-?2793lj- JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY) 
r| iggp " 100-0 ORDINAL MIND ZEN TT SOCIETY) 



NOT RECORDED 
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It Is noted that I "l was deleted 

frpra Security Index by letter dated May 8, 1959$ and had 
continued oh the Revised, Communist Index .subsequent thereto, 
Sub3ectfs case has not been reopened under the present Reserve 
Index Program* 

A review of Subject T s file reflects no Investigation 
has been conducted concerning .him subsequent to Mav» 19^9. 
However, on' October. -3, 1958. 1 l of the 

Whaley" Home, was contacted by SA WILLIAM S* HAUSER concerning 
temporary employment at the Whaley Home of the Subject from 
the middle of June, X9$& 9 through approximately the middle of 
September, 19£8, at which time Subject left this employment to 
complete his graduate work at the University of Michigan and to 
perform part-time work at th$ Detroit Orthopedic Clinic, £i}i|7 
Woodward, Detroit, 

It is noted that the Whaley Home r eferred to bv 
is the Wha ley Memorial Foundation, 



_ the Donald M # Whaley Home, 1201 North Grand 
Traverse, Flint, Michigan? 



Captain [ 



ment, a member of St^ 
also advised SA l 



5 



Flint, Michigan, Police Depart- 

aul*s Episcopal Church, Flint, Michigan, 
of the above information and further 
stated that the Whaley Memorial operates on funds bequeathed to 
that" Foundation from the estate of DOHALD WHALEY, deceased, a 
former member of St 0 Paul ! s Episcopal Church* The vestry of 
this church acts $s Board- of Directors of the Whaley Foundation* 



&l_July 11/ 1960, Mrs*[ 



] 



whiy h name she uses as a pen name 9 telep honic ally 
that she is employed as a | 1 in the 



aka< 

advised SA _ 

restricted area of the AC- Spark Plug, Flint, Michigan* She 
became interested in the problem of the Communist threat to the 
United 'States after listening to HERBERT PHILBRICK in a talk he 
gave at Mt* Morris, Michigan, in June, 19.60* She stated she 
later became interested in the John Birch Society and the 
Cardinal Mindzenti Society in Flint and has attended their 
meetings* "She stated that one|_ 



at "AC and a memb er of the John B^rch Society, and other persons 
like ! 1 intended to do something about the Fifth 

Amendment Communists infiltration into the Flint area schools; 
however p not hing spec ific was furnished as to what they intended 



to do, 



MrSo I 1 voluntarily stated that she would keep SA 

advised- of : the John Birch Society and the Cardinal 



Mindzentl Society* 
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On November 10, 19M 



a 



personal acquai ntance of SA| I advised that he heard 

a talk given by I I on November 10, I960, at the St* 

Agnes Roman Catholic Church, Flint, before a group of women 
of the Alter Society and a 'few male guests, i ncluding the two 
priests stationed at St. Agnes* In his tstlk, | | stated 



that he was born in what is now East Germany and had been a 
Russian prisoner of war during World War II. He came to the 
United States in about 19J?2, however, still had close relatives 
in East Germany 0 He talked of the horrors- of Communism in his 
homeland and stated that after becoming a United States citizen, 
he was convinced he should alert the people in the United 
States to the d angers o f Communism. Although he talked in 
generalisation, | I stated he s ummed up his talk by stating 

that a Communist '. | L was teaching school in a 



b6 
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Genesee bounty School; that I I was teaching 

at' the Ttfhaley Home in Flint, and noted that this home cares 
for problem children, and the facilities of this home are used 
by the Red Feather in Flint* H e stated that through efforts of 
the 'Cardinal Mindzenti Society, I I was temporarily 

relieved of his assignments in the "Big Bro ther' 1 program in 
Flint* He also stated that I 1 a known Communist, 

is working for the University of Michigan in Flint, and that 
two Communists w ho hold or hel d prominent positions in the 
Communist Party, | I and her husband, had recently 

left Flint o He further described the Unitarian Church in Flint 
as a haven for Communists and liberals. 



According to | | had available for 



examination originals and Photostatic copies of articles from 
u The Flint Journal , tt the HCUA Hearings of 19^4 in Flint, 
documents of the Unitarian Church, and others to corroborate 
his statements. 



On Novemb er 1. I960* SAl~ I received a letter from 



the above-mentioned I ) which stated in effect that a 

meeting had been held at the Red Feather Off ice in Flint, 

Michigan, on October 20, I960, at which time I 1 
and others had been presento Subject of this meeting was 
"Employment of an Identified Communist at the fflialev H ome." 
Result of this meeting was a promise from Mr tf I I of the 



Red Feather Agency that he would call In the middle of November 
with an answer concerning this problem. 
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On November l£, I960, Mr« I I and Mr< 



from 

the Red Feather Agency in Flint appeared at the Flint, Michigan, 
Resident Agency and furnished substantially the same information 
as revealed in Mrs 0 | | letter » They were seeking advice 
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from the FBI as to what course of action they might take* 
They were advised that the FBI could not furnish any advice 
in the matter and that any decision in this regard would have to 
be of their;: own volition. They stated they appreciated the 
FBI' s' position, however, that they would probably .temporarily 
stop referring children to the Wha ley Home , They stated they 
had discussed the problem wit h Mr J 1 mentioned above ♦ 

The-v s tated that according to I I He had no complaints* with 

I quality of work at the Whaley Home and did not 
intend to suspend him at this time* They stated that at leas t 
two l arge contributors to the Red Feather stated that I 
I I should be fired* 



They also stated that 



them that the or gani zation r 



had told 



the necessary pressure or influence 
the Whaley Home* She indicated that 



was 



_| out of 
the first 



of many this group intends to expose as Fifth Amendment 
Communists* 
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On, November l£, I960* Captain 



mentioned 



above , stated that he for one was' cutting down on his financial 
pledge to the church as long as the church continues to tolerate 
I I employment at the Whaley Home* He stated that he 

knows that other individuals who are also members of this church 
have done likewise, but that this happens to be a very wealthy 
church and that this lack of funds will probably not influence 
the activities or actions of the vestry of this church concerning 
the operation of the Whaley Home* 



On November 16, I960* Mr* 

General Motors -Corporation (GMC), Flint, Michigan*, a 



person who has frequently furnished reliab le infor mation to, -the 
Bureau in the x>ast Q vo luntarily advised SA | I that he 

understood | 1 mentioned above, was representing himself 

as a GET executive when giving his talks befo re various o rganic 



b6 
hlC 



sa t Ions and gro ups in Flint* He stated that 



\ Is 



] actually 



hact iaad a lo ng talk with [ 



at the AC Spark Plug Division. GMC, and that he 



promise from 



]wherein he exacted the 



that h e would discontinue from referr ing 



to himself as a GM executive* | | advjs ed that !" 

oIbo inf orm ed him of the above-m entioned employment of |_ 
I and I 1 



1 ha d 



] 
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As a result of t he statement In referenced newspaper 
article to the effect thatP H latest trouble started 



when an FBI Agent came to see 



recent contact of f I by the FBI* 

tacted on Fov ember 2H $ 196Q,, by SA I 
order to clarify his statement* [ 



and the inference of a 

I was personall y eon- 
J and SA | 1 in 

~~ fst« ------ 



;ated that in 



discussing the matter with the newspapers, he had not intended 
to give the impression of a recent jmnLa&k in: t hQ FBI that his 



only contact by the FBI concerning 



i 



Was in the fall 



of 195>8> at which time the Agen t wanted to review the personnel 
file oh the Sub.ject and | | I furni shed him all pertinent 



stated that h e believed 



information from this file* _____ _ 

that sometime during this contact he learned that 

had been a witness before the HCUA in Flint in 19^^ however pt 
he was not certain of this nor could lie reca ll the identi ty of 
the Agent to whom he talked* He stated that | | was 
not presently employed at the Whaley Home at the time of the 
contact having left to go back to school and/or o ther employ- 
mento He stated the most recent association with | 
began in the spring of 19.5 9 when I 1 again applied 

for wor k at the Wha ley Home with his Master's Degree p and 
J assumed that |_ 



] "must be all right" inasmuch 
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as he had previously told him he was going to school on a 
scholarship, the funds for which were furnished by the United 
States Government - He f 3 It that if there was anything derogatory 



concerning" 
this scholarship 
after 



J the' gove tpnment jr ould undoubtedly take 



3 



way from hjl-flu 



stated that shortly 



re -employment at the Whaley Home 



to 'receive inquiries, first from the, 

StjiPaulfs* Episcopal Church as to what type of employee [ 



he started 
] from the 



lwas-and later by telegrams,, Photostats of HCUA Hearings,, 
19511 copies of ."T he Flint Journal" newspaper artic les poin ting 



and 

out~ th/at 

stated tnat ne Eoict [ 



was a Fifth Amend ment Communis t c [ 



] and" still feels that 



] should not be released as long as he cont inues to 



do the fine job that he is doing at the Whaley Home < 
stated that he has further received calls f rom|~ 



1 



whom he knew to be a former FBI Informant and who had testified 
for the United States Government and from representatives of the 
American Legion^, The American —Commit tee for Americans^ and 
others criticizing him for his .action* He stated that from all 
the calls and let ters he had received, it was obvious to him 
that l ~l testimony before the HCUA was public knowledge $ 

and he therefore saw nothing wrong in telling the reporter that 
the FBI had inquired of him concerning the Subject*, He 
acknowledged he had been requested to keep the visit conf identialo 
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_ stated that apparently "The Flint Journal" 
and "The Detroit 'Free Press" had received letters indicating 
that I 1 was at the .Whaley Home and that these letters 

had prompted the inquiry and subsequent artiple< in "The Detroit 
Free Press # tt 

It is noted tha t to date noth ing has appeared in "The 
Flint Journal" concerning I I 

For the information of the Bureau, records of the hie 
Detroit Office fail to reflect any information concerning the 
Cardinal Mindzenti Society referred to above* 

Detroit ?ile 100- 27 93k. ^OHN BIRCH SOCIETY* reflects 
that I | was identified in Detroit letter to 

the Bureau dated April 13, I960, Page 2, as being a member of 
the Flint Chapter of the John Birch Society* 



Detr oit file 3 reflect that one[ 



t Flint, Michigan, signed a CP Nominating Petition 

in 19^0 in order to place the CP on the ballot in the November, 
19^0$ elections o 

Co pies of this comm unication are being submitted for 
the" files on | | who was deleted from the Security 

Index by Bureau letter to Detroit dated August 12, 1959, and 
who is now on the Revised Communist Index of the Detroit 
Office inasmuch as similar action ma y be taken by the above- 
mentioned groups concerning: ! I at a later date # 

It is to be noted records of the Detroit Office re- 
flect Subject to be currently teaching third grade students 
at the Hamady School, Westwood Heig hts « Flint, Michigan, as 
of September 19, I960* It is noted | T file is presently 

in a "closed status and has not been reviewed under the current 
"Reserve Index Program ♦ 

Regarding I L mentioned above, Detroit 

files reflect she is currently on the Renn-plt-v Ind^y of this 



was submitted 



Office and' a pending report of SA s 
November 8, 1960 o A separate recommenaatJion as to further 
handling of her case will be submitted to the Bur eau, however, it 
is not contemplated that any interview of | | will be requested 



in the near future in view of the above-mentioned situation in 
Flint 0 
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It is further recommended thatl | be recontacted 

by two mature, experienced security Agents and impressed with the 
necessity to be circumspect in all her activities so as not to 
bring embarrassment to herself as a former Government witness 
and/or the FBI* Unless advised to the contrary, this will be done 
and the Bureau will be appropriately advised 0 
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Trotter 

W.C. Sullivan 
Tele. Room 
Inaram 



Dear Mr J 



I have received your latter oX December 0 and 
appreciate this opportunity to clarify our position for you. 

Xhe authority ol the FBI its limited by statutory 
regulation to thu collection of facta and evidence in matters 
vathia our jurisdiction and doe.3 not u^nd to making recom- 
mendations or evaluations based on information in our files. 
The 1BI ii> not a policy-ma&ing ageacy and its responsibilities 
do not infringe on tiiose of the judicial branch of our Government. 
This relationship between investigator and judge is, of course, 
entirely jorbpoirand is another safeguard of the rights secured 
to every individual by the Constitution. 

; +~ In answer to your question, thij policy of the 
FBI extendi to all organizations, publications and individuals 
regardless of the nature of information we may or may not have 
in our files. 



bo 
b7C 



rn 
o 



o 

I 

rn 
CD o 

3E 

O 
O 
X 



8 



CO 

CO 



CM 



clear to you. 



I hope that this explanation will make our stand 




NOTE: 



V/ 



ivj^ Sincerely yours, 

wrote on 5-18-60 requesting the Director's opinion 

of the John Birch Society, The Director replied on 5-26-60 pointing out 
the long-standing policy of this Bureau not to comment on the character 
or integrity of any individual, organiaatiQli or publication, Bufiles contain 
no derogatory information regarding] | 
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J.Edgaa Hoover 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D.C. 
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Cr. BelmlfrrtL—. 

leLoj&h 

Mrf Malone 

Mr. McGuiro 

Mr. Rosen.„,. r 
Mr/Tam; 
Mr. Troitfcj* 
Mr. W.C^sJ 
j Tele. Room 
I Mr," Iiigra?»i 



Dear Mr. Hoover j 



TV** 




Last May 18 I wrote you asking for information and your 
opinion ( which is respected ) of the John°Birch Society. 
I recieved from you a shot t note statiST'SETT^ 
inst the policy of the F.B.I, to make such a statement. 

I found this reply very unsatisfactory in several respects. 
And somewhat disappointing. The other night I got to thinking 
[about this and decided to voice my opinion. 

My objection to your stated policy i<§ this: If a citizen 
cannot get the facts and an opinion of a group that is 
actively engaged in trying to shape american opinion 
and government policy from an agency of the government 
that is directly concerned with the security of the nat- 
ion, how is he to be protected, and where is he to get 
this vital information ? 

^ad I asked about a known communist front, would I have ' 
reciev§d the same reply ? | 

May I state here that I did some checking on my own, 
through such people as Goldwater, Justice Phelps and Dr. 
Robert Morris, and after learning the names of the amer- 
icans on the council, and decided that this was a very 
sound libertarian group, and could be effective. I joined 
the Birch Society and am a chapter lea ggJ-g 0 tfd/fy 

I shall be awaiting your reply\o^iiis inquiry, since^'* 3 ' 8 ^ 
am very much interested in your thinking of thSg?QfiStSgr igeQ 
of policy. I want to extend to you my personal thanks for 
your many years of outstanding service to our Tjo^try^, 
and for the many, years that are yet to come for you~irf"lMe~~"' 
service our country. 

Very sincerely yours, 
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ALL QUOTATIONS SUBJECT TO MARKET FLUCTUATIONS AND UNSOLD. 
THE B-C GRAIN CO., INC., WARRANTS TO THE EXTENT OF THE PURCHASE PRICE THAT SEEDS OR BULBS ARE AS DESCRIBED ON 
THE CONTAINER WITHIN RECOGNIZED TOLERANCES. SELLER GIVES NO OTHER OR FURTHER WARRANTY. EXPRESSED OR IMPLIED. 
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December 20, ItfGO 



A. 



TJe*zt Lafayette, Indiana 



alt, Tr~rT'.Vi;^'" /; - . ^ 



V" 



Your letter of December 12, 10 GO, has been 
received, and the Interest 7/iiich prompted you to write is indeed 
appreciated. 

In response to your inquiry, the House Committee 
on tfn-American Activities has as one of its primary respond- ^ 
bilities the recommendation of appropriate legislation regarding 3 
subversive activities to the Congress, and I have always felt the _ T1 ? 
Committee makes a contribution in its public disclosure of the Si 
forces that menace America. The work that the Committee bus CD g 
performed, and is performing, serves as a guide for sincere ^ § 
groups who are carrying on a militant campaign Of exposure of » 
communist activities. p 



45k 
Vf 

~T3 



23 



Enclosed is some material dealing with the general 
subject of communism which may be of interest to you. 



0EC2-1S60 

COMfcV-Ffo'i- ... 



Follow up for- 12-27 -60 . 



Sincerely yours, 

John Edgar Hoover 
Director 



.pf* 




^JjJ Enclosures (5) 



_ Indianapolis - Enclos ures (2) 
yS*fr$fl 1 0 Intention SAC: Mrs. ^ 

rVons to ascertain the identttv a 




>&■». , ■ 
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Pari 
Belmont . 
Callahan 
DeLoach 
Ma lone _ 
McGuire . 
Rosen — 
Tamm 



_________ should be contacted in an effort 

to ascertain the identity ®f the Special Agent who talked to her r elative to 
the House Comm ittee on Un-American Activities. Mr. or Mrs. 



and Mrs. I I are not identifiable in Bufiles. SAis identity, together with 



Trotter 

W.C. Sullivan 
Tele. Room _ 
Ingrai 
Gand' 



J 



full particulars, should be forwarded to the Bureau under caption, "Mrs 



West Lafayette, Indiana, Research 



(Correspondence and T»urs), t© reach the Bureau no later than December 27., 

(Enclosures listed next page) 
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1 - Mr. Callahan - Enclosure 



SAW.elw 



(8) 



Mrs. 



12-20-60 



Enclosures (5) 

Communist Illusion & Democratic Reality- 
Communist Party, USA 

3-60 LEB Introduction & 17th National Convention 
Expose of Soviet Espionage 
Communist Target —Youth 



TRUE COPY 



W. Lafayette, Indiana 



Dear Sirs, 

I know this is a very small thing to complain 
to you about, but fm going to anyway • 



We are trying to establish chapters of The 
John Birch Society here in Lafayette & West Lafayette. 
Unfortunately, so many of the good people are so poorly 
nformftri that they think we're subversive. Anyway. Mrs. 
Lafayette, Indiana) 



be 

b7C 



] is telling everyone that The John Birch Society 



supports the Un-American Activities Committee & that she 

was talking to an F. B. L man who told her that, "the Un-American 
Activities Committee doesn't do any good, since it hasn T t discovered 
anything the F. B. I. didn't already know. Tl This kind of talk going 
on across all all the bridge tables & all the womens meetings (she 
belongs to all of them) doesn't help anyone a bit & may hurt a great 
deal. A letter from you to her, stating in no uncertain terms that the 
F. B. I. is behind, not against the HUAC will be greatly appreciated 
by me & others of us, who are currently waging a campaign (its 
tougher than I thought) at Purdue University on this very subject. 
Thank you very much for anything you can do. 

Yours sincerely, 

/s/ Mrs.) 



Monday the 12th of Dec. 



4 



IU0 



i 



1,5 W. Lafayette, Indiana 53 
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Decembar 21, 1960 



Beaumont, Texas 



A) 



Tolson 

^ Mohr 

Parsons _ 
I' Belmont _ 
Callahan . 
DeLoach . 

Ma lone 

McGulre _ 

Rosen 

Tamm 



Trotter . 



Dear Mrs) 



he 

hit 



—Your letter of December 13, 1060, with enclosure, 
has been received. While I would like to be of assistance with 
regard to your inquiry, as a matter of policy I cannot comment 
relative to the article you enclosed. You may wish to consider 
the advisability of corresponding directly with The Honorable, 
The Secretary of State, Washington 25, 0. C. 

The jurisdiction and responsibilities of the FBI do 
not extend to furnishing evaluations or comments concerning the 
character or integrity of any individual, publication or organiza- 
tion. However, I can advise you that the John Birch Society has 
not been investigated by this Bureau, but this should not be con- 
strued as a clearance or nonclearance of this organization by the 
FBI. 

Enclosed is some material regarding the general 
subject of communism which may be of interest. 

Sincerely yours, 




X Ed/? .ar Hosvr* 

John Edgar Hoover 
Director \ 7 

Enclosures (6) ~ , 

17th National Convention & Introduction 3-60 LEB 




A* 



W.C. Sullivan . 

Tele. Room . 
H Ingram/' 
H tandyf 1 

I 



Communist Illusion and Democratic Reality 
One Nation's Response to Communism 
Director's 10-18-60 speech i 
Expose of Soviet Espionage / 
. Communist Target— Youth . » ■ 

' (SEE NOTE NEXT PAGE) , ' , 1 
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Mrs. 



12-21-60 



NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Bufiles. The John Birch 
Society was organized by Robert Welch in December^ 1958^ at 
Indianapolis, Indiana. It is allegedly an anticommunist organization 
with branches over various parts of the country. Welch has been quite 
critical of President Eisenhower and his Administration. SAC letter 
60-5 calls this organization to the attention of the field and instructs 
them that any information on their activities should be furnished to the 
Bureau. 
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Mrs. | 

Beaumont, Texas 

Dec. 13, 1960 



Mr. J. Edgar Hoover, Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 

My dear Mr. Hoover, 



-b6 
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I am enclosing herewith a clipping from our local 
paper which gives me much concern in the seeming naive attitude 
of the State Department in estimating the purpose and means ' 
employed by the Soviet Union and Communist block in its aid 
to underdeveloped nations. 

An increase of 46 % in ten months of 1960 over 12 
months in 1959, with the corresponding increase in "technicians" 
is not an increase to be brushed off. 

Do the conclusions expressed in this Associated 
Press release agree with your knowledge of Communist 
techniques for world conquest, or do they represent intentionally 
slanted (a kind word! ) reports designed to lull the American 
people to sleep? 

May I have a report please, on the John Birch 
Society which has recently come to my attention? 

Very truly yours 

/s/ (Mrs. 




Mrs. 
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0oinmuhis 



oc f Extends 
Over Billion Dollars in Aid 
To Needy Nations in 1960 



„ WASHINGTON, . Dec. 11' flH-The 
Communist Bloc stepped op' Its 
tud to underdeveloped nations- in 
.1560 to more than it bUltoti dollars. 
But U. S. officials are, Iks- con- 
cernciby-'these Red efforts, than 
they were twosyears'ago,. 

State Departrnenf figures 'show 
the Communist- Bloc* extended'- $1> 
349,000,000 to 20 nations ddring 
■the first 10' months *6f this <year; 
For all of 1958-Nvhen, TJ & dip- 
loniats expressed, alarm at the 
Bed. aid drive- the total was>978 
■million. This dropped to » 922,' mil; 
,H6irhil959. t 

^WBUltoa, 
' Over-aUi tha' 'figures intficate 
the , Russian-Red' 1 Chinese group 
has doled/ouf almost, $i,6 billion 
tfetweenl954 andOct; 31 jf tHs,year. 
Since 1958, /ml? , three - nations 
baVe been,- added ' to .me'ltst-left- 
leaning.Cuba, Ghana- and Guinea. 

Officials keeping an eye on 
Soviet Bloc efforts do not. try 
minimize their' importance, but 
th'ey concede^ that . some dark -pre- 
dictions, "made^ two years' ago 



There were sombeflunts^n 1958 
that' Soviet; technicians were be^ 
ing. sent' to, recipient countries as 
camouflaged agents whose main 
aim= was to spread the Commun- 
ist gbspci. 
Today officials said the Stat e 
)epartmcnr.is satisfied this- is not 



Pjwj-d jo" l*e exaggerated^ 




Eighteen nations: which- received 
$3,223,000,000 in Communist Bloc 
aid from 1953 through 1S59 got 
?5,720,000;000 irom the United 
States iiuthe-samefperibd, But the 
United States/began giving* aid 4c 
these'-couhtrieg in 1948 and since 
then the total ,haS reached. $10,- 



Ji^fr*s$BS^\ H'< M/E NiBW'lP.AP'E.fc F EIC4TJ.Y YEARS". 




BELMONT* TEXAS* -MONDAY, 



12, I960 



v AwBc)ot«i.(Pr*u,>N»w York TIm«i NtwijStivfci " 
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rERNMENT 



t UNITED STATES I 

'Memorandum 



s 



TO . 




DIRECTOR, FBI 



SAC, LITTLE ROCK (100-3396) 



date: 12/19/60 



ect: THE JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY 
INTERNAL SECURITY 

Re SAC Letter 60-5 dated 1/26/60 and Little 'Rock 
airtel 10/24/60. 




[ 



On 12/15/60 



tion 



l^i^j ^ the following informa- . 

to SA I 1 ^r^JCO—^ 



In the early part of Nov ember 1960 he was invited 
to attend a meetin g at the home of I "1 

T Little Rock, ' When he utteMeSrW BE ^WeET^^" 



that xt \vaS a m66€Ing -< o¥" , fhe John Birch So ciety. v He stat ed 

' and 



others he reca lls being in attendance were J 

I who hav e extensive farm holdings at Scott, 



Arkansas, L 



1 employed at Spaulding ^Spp rting^GPAds, 

^ ^ Brandon 



bo 
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Store, LiTtle^ Sock, 

Furniture Store, ancT ] I (phonetic), and a couple 

of young doctors and tu©xr wives. He advised that there were 
approximately 20-25 persons in attendance on this occasion. 
It appeared to him that some man, name not recalled, from 
Dallas, Texas, was more or less in charge of this meeting. 

Duri ng the course of this meeting, slides identified 



as prepared by 



Harding College , Searcy, AxjsaaSLa&r^ 



and taped narration were shown. These slides were factual, 
portrayals of newspaper, magazine and similar type publication 
headlines and photographs. 

During the course of this meeting the thought was . 
conveyed that purpose of this society was to create an 
active interest and participation on the part of responsible, 
reputable and reliable persons in loyalty and patriotism 
to the United States. The theme of the meeting was to the 
effect that outside forces, particularly Communism, were 
making great inroads into the United States tending to bring 

$.0 ft li^m»^6ST 
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LR 100-3396 

about a downfall of the United States. He remembered a phrase 
often used that because of the actions and accomplishments of 
outside forces, the "bastion of liberty and democracy would 
fall like a ripe plum into the hands of the Communists," He 
interpreted this to have reference *6 the United States falling. 

During the course of discussions at this meeting 
the idea was stressed that outside forces were successful to a 
great degree in the United States because of the apathy and 
lackadaisical attitude of the citizens of the United States 
in that many of the responsible citizens are seeking personal 
gain from the benefits of living in the United States and 
most reluctant to make any kind of sacrifice for the benefit 
of the United States. He cited an illustration of this was the 
indifference of many responsible and allegedly reputable young 
men of the country who resisted efforts to induct them or to 
serve in the armed forces of the United States during the Korean 
conflict. 

Several other topics were discussed such as the fact 
that only communication maintained between the United States 
and England is by means of trans-Atlantic cable laid and 
maintained by an electrical workers 1 union and the fact that 
many labor unions of this country are Communist infiltrated 
and in some cases possibly dominated was mentioned. 

Another fact mentioned was that WALTER REUTHER, the 
labor organizer, had sometime in the past spent one year in 
Moscow . 

Magazines such as Look , Time , and Newsweek were 
criticized for improper and erroneous reporting. U. S. 
News and World Report was mentioned as a popular publication ^ 
tending to report accurately. 

A quantity of literature and a book which he described 
as being a fairly thick volume with a blue cover was available 
for purchase by persons in attendance and these items were of 
a nominal cost. There was no pressure or encouragement to get 
those in attendance to purchase these and it was merely stated 
these were available if anybody cared to purchase same. L 



stated he did buy the blue-covered book but he cannot recall 
the title appearing on it and he co uld not relate information 



concerning the contents. | | stated he was not solicited 



to join this society and did not join. 




LR 100-3396 

He related that in his opinion all of the persons 
in attendance known to him are in the younger age group of 
the early 30's and are fairly prominent, reputable, responsible, 
and reliable persons . 

No specific questions were asked of him concerning 
this organization in view of instructions in referenced SAC 
Letter st ating that no investigation should be conducted, . 

was told the FBI appreciates receipt of information b7c 



from citizens concerning any organization or group in the 
United States for information purposes and for the purpose 
of enabling the F BI to disc harge its responsibilities. It was 

I that the FBI is not conducting any 



made clear to Mr. ______ 

type investigation concerning The John Birch Society. 

Mr. I I stated he was prompted to discuss this 

matter with the FBI because of the fact he became somewhat 
aroused, concerned, and had not heard much concerning this 
organization from any other source. He commented that he is 
interested in this organization to the extent that he directed 
a letter to the Attorney General of the United States seeking 
information. His letter was answered, however, 1he information 
furnished was non-specific and in effect said nothing to 
satisfy his curiosity. 

He advised he understands that some of the other 
persons in attendance have corresponded with Senators and 
Representatives from the State of Arkansas concerning this 
organization and the replies they received were non-specific 
and furnish ed actuall y no information to satisfy their 



curiosity. | \ related that if any additional information 

comes to his attention concerning this society which he feels 
might be of interest or value to the EBI, he will furnish same. 

He volunteered to loan the blue book which he purchased 
to the FBI but his offer was declined. 

No further action is being taken concerning this 
matter in accordance with instructions contained in referenced 
SAC Letter. 
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to 



December 22, 1930 



LongT3each 10,_Califomia__. 
Dear Mr. 



b7C h , U . J ,1 , 



I 



Your letter of December 15, 1960, has beam 
received, and your concern regarding the menace of communism 
is certainly understandable. 

Although I vvould like to be of service, the FBI 
is an investigative agency of the Federal Government and, as 
such, does not make evaluations or draw conclusions as to the 
character or integrity of any organization, publication or 
individual. I regret that I am unable to help you and hope that 
you will not infer in this connection either that we do or that we 
do not have data in our files relating to the subject of your inquiry* 

Enclosed is some material dealing with the general 
subject of communism which may be of interest to you. 



MAILER 31 

UEd 2 81860 

COMM-FBI 



Sincerely yours, 

J - Bfcar Rower 

John Edgar Hoover 
Director 
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3-1-60 LEB Introduction & 17th National Convention 
Communist Illusion and Democratic iteality 

One Nation's Response to Communism Expose of Soviet Espionage 
Director's Speech 10-18-60 Communist Target— Youth 



NOTE: No record Bufiles identifiable with correspondent. 
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Long Beach 10, Calif, 
Dec. 15, I960 

Kr. J. Edgar Hoover, Director, 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington 25 D. C. 

Dear Sir; 

Until recently I did not know that I "personally" was in the 
fight against Communism. I was a "bystander". 

Since "bystanding" and "fence-sitting are impossible, I am £! r 
requesting reports on the John Birch -Society as to how they 
stand and what they are doing and also one on the Henry George 
School of Social Science. Further, as I am a member of the 
International Brotherhood of Electrical Workers, I would like 
to know how they stand in this fight against comunism and as 
to Communist Leadership and activity. 

I was employed for a while at the Hanf ord Atomic Energy Plant 
so I believe you have my record on file. If in any way I can 
be of service to my Country in this fight, please adtise as 
I would consider it an honor and a privilge. 

Yours truly, 



17 DEC 4^1960 



'8 



•AT,rSreraSTIOH CONTAINED ;. 






Your letter of December 14, 1960, has been received, 
and your generous remarks are sincerely appreciated. Although I 
would like to be of service, we do not have available for distribution 
any information pertaining to firearms registration as this is a 
matter of local responsibility. 



May I point out that this Bureau does not maintain or 
publish a list such as you mentioned in your communication. It is 
suggested that you contact the Subversive Organizations Section, 
Internal Security Division, United States Department of Justice, 
Washington 25, D. C, from which you can obtain a list of the 
organizations cited by the Attorney General of the United States. You 
may be able to locate in your public library a copy of the "Guide to 
Subversive Organizations and Publications, " prepared and released 
by the Un-American Activities Committee of the United States House 
of Representatives. 



ToJson 

Mohr 

Parsons _ 
Belmont _ 
Callahan 
DeLoach , 

Malone 

McGuire _ 

Rosen 

Tamm 



Enclosed is some material dealing with the general 
subject of communism, some of which contains suggestions as to what 
we Americans can do. If additional copies of any of this literature are: 



desired, please do not hesitate to call on us. 



■mam. 3i 
DEC 2 21960 

COMM-FBf 



n-r ' 



i 



Trotter 

W.C.Sullivan JL ^ 
Tele. Room [})> ^ 

Ingram 

Gandy 



Enclosures (7) Listed next page 
RWErjab ' t :• '"' 
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Sincerely yours, 



John E(3g^ ; Hoover 
Director 



NOTI^ NEXT PAGE 



rn 
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o 
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Enclosures 

What You Can Do To Bight Communism 
Directors 10-18-60 speech 

3-1-60 LEB Introduction & 17th National Convention 
Communist Illusion and Democratic Reality- 
One Nation's Response to Communism 
Expose of Soviet Espionage 
Communist Target—Youth 



NOTE: No record Bufiles identifiable with correspondent. The John 
Birch Society is purported to be an anticommunist group and was founded 
by Robert Welch of Belmont, Massachusetts. He has been openly critical 
of President Eisenhower 1 s administration. We have not investigated the 
group. 
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HOUSTON 21, TEXAS 

December 14, I960 



-b6 
b7C 



Jir. J. Edgar Hoover 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, 13, C # 

Dear far* Hoover: ^ w ^v^^ y - 

The Houston Crime Commission and District Attorney-elect Frank 
Briscoe, favor a firearms registration act for Houston, I am 
violently o^nosed to such legislation for obvious reasons. If 
your office has any information on the Communist Partys forcing 
of this issue in other states I would very much like to have it, 
I believe that this information would put a stop to this movement 
in Houston* jhe_ Jo hrf^ir ch Society, of which I am a member, and > ^ 
other orginizations are fighting this movement now. If I have kf^ 
this information I think I can get the Houston Junior Chamber of ' V 
Commerce interested also, ! \ 

I 1 

Also, I am interested in any information you may have on the ' 5 

communist infiltration of the movie and television industries ;^ 
including the performers and personalities of these industries* 
The communist propaganda through these two media have really * 

gotten out of hand for example: Inherit ?he "tfind . On The 

Beach and The Sacco-Vanzetti Case . What can be done to stop 
this communist propaganda? 

If you have a list of the current communist front orginizations 
I would also like a copy of them. 

kr. Hoover, I want $o congratulate you on the excellent job you 
are doing. If we had more dedicated men like you and fewer 
politicians this country would be much better off, 

Thanking you in advance for this information, I am i, f 

Resr>etrhfijllv yours. 



r 



4 



* /, / < ' " r December 27, 1900 



Midland, Texas 
Dear Mr. 



:/^^^ly/ ^^^^^ 



b 
Jo 



Your letter of December 19, 1960, has been 
received, and your generous remarks are sincerely appreciated. 



The jurisdiction and responsibilities of the FBI 
do not extend to furnishing evaluations or comments concerning 
the character or integrity of any individual, publication or organ- 
ization. However, I can advise you that the John Birch Society 
has not been investigated by this Bureau, but this should not be 
construed as a clearance or nonclearance of this organization by 
the FBI. 



Enclosed is some material dealing with the general 
subject of communism which may be of interest to you. There is 
no charge for literature this Bureau is privileged to distribute. 



Sincerely yours, 



JMAILSft SLA 

f OEG2 4 ?1960 

COMEHW 




John Edgar Hoover 
Director 



Enclosures (6) 
Director's 10-18-60 speech 

3-1-60 LEB Introduction & 17th National Convention 
Communist Illusion and Democratic Reality- 
One Nation 1 s Response to Communism j y 
Expose of Soviet Espionage \ /, / , / 
Communist Target- -Youth / / ( " , ' > 

RWEcjab - . -^7*^ * ' 

(4) / | ( i ' ; NOTE NEXT PAGE 
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NOTE: No record Bufiles identifiable with correspondent. The 
John Birch Society is purported to be an anticommunist group and 
was founded by Robert Welch of Belmont, Massachusetts. He has 
been openly critical of President Eisenhower's administration. We 
have not investigated the group. 
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Midland , Texas 
December 19, I960 




Mr. J. Edgar Hoover, Director. 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
U. S. Department of Justice 
Washington 25, D. C, 

Dear Mr, Hoover: 



^fquld you please give me your opinion of the 

Joh tPBiftr oh Society. I am presently considering 
^^^wTXig^^^ The society has a 

reputation of being one of the country's leading 
action groups in fighting communism. 

I found your book Masters of Deceit very 
enlightening • If you have any further information 
on the communist conspiracy, "would you please 
send it to me? I will gladly pay any charges 
involved . 

Thank you for your interest. I am thankful 
that we have a man of your stature as Director 
of this country's foremost law enforcement agency. 





Midland, Texas 



ATX INFO*** 



TIvTI CONTAINED r 







HI 



t 



R&r 20 



December 22, 1960 



Greater Laiayctte Chamber of 

Commerce, Inc. 
Post Office Box 1352 O.C.S. 
Laiayette, Louisiana 



b6 
hlC 



Dear Mr- 



Tour letter of December 17, I960, has been 
received, and the interest which prompted you to write is 
appreciated* 



Tolson _ 

Mohr 

Parsons 
Belmont , 
Callahan 
De Loach 
Ma lone _ 
McGuire 

Rosen 

Tamm 

Trotter . 



The jurisdiction and responsibilities of the FBI 
do not extend to furnishing evaluations or comments concerning 
the character or intotxity of any individual, publication or 
organisation. However, I can advise you that the John Birch 
Society has not been investigated by this Bureau, but this should 
not bo construed as a clearance or nonclearance of this organi- 
sation by the FBI. 



Enclosed is some material regarding the generate 



subject of communism which may De of interest. 

Sincerely yours, 



MAILED 31 

DEC 2 3 1960 




20 

o 
o 



ff. ESgar Hoover 

John Edgar Hoover 
Director 



or 



CD 

m 

o 

^s3 



Enclosures (3) 

3-1 i r EB3fa^#iiC^on & 17th National Convention 

— Communist Illusion and Democratic Reality 

— One Nation ? s -Response to Communism 

— Director's Speech 10-18-60 ^ f 

^ SEE NOTE NEXT PAGE 

— RWE:nss 3 i 
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Expose of Soviet Espionage 
Communist Target --Youth 



V 



/ 



\ ; 



Ingram 
Gandy 




t 



Letter to Mr. 



b6 
b7C 



12-22-60 



NOTE: No record Bufiles identifiable with correspondent. The 
John Birch Society is purported to be an anticommunist organization 
founded by Robert Welch of Belmont, Massachusetts. Welch has 
been openly critical of President Eisenhower's Administration. 
We have not investigated the organization. 
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Greater Lafayette Cnamber of Commerce, Inc. 
P. O. Box 1352 O. C. S. 1300 Oak Avenue 

LAFAYETTE, LOUISIANA 
December 17, I960 




/ 



Mr. J. Edgar Hoover, Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 

Would you be so kind as to provide me with any- 
available information on the organization known as 
The JohimSirch Society, and also information on the 
gentleman heaaxng the organization, Mr. Robert Welch, 

Our Chamber of Commerce has had an inquiry and 
of major concern to the inquirer. 

Has this group been identified with any un- 
American activities? 

Any assistance you can provide will be greatly 
appreciated. 



KFBrvh 




HEREJN 13 UxMC 



h6 
hlC 



/ 
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December 28, 1060 



Tolson „ 

Mohr 

Parsons _ 
Belmont _ 
Callahan . 
DeLoach . 

Ma lone 

McGuire _ 

Rosen 

Tamm 

Trotter _ 



Antelope, Montana 
Bear Mrs. 



b6 
hlC 



;T , '„0 x'. * • ' *" ' 



1 




Yuur letter dated Beeember IS, 1D50, with 
enclosure, has been received. 

Althoach I vould litce to be of service, the 
function of this Bureau as strictly a fact-gathering agency of 
the Federal Government doc3 not extend to furnishing o/aluations 
or drawing conclusions as to the character or integrity of any£ 
organization, publication or individual. I can inform you, «2 
however, that we have not investigated the £rouo you named)} Jut 
this should not ba coaatrasd as fcdb.£ either a clearance or «? 
nonclcarance of the organisation. 



8 



30 



Sincerely yaur^, 



CD | 

O 
O 
3= 



Hi 
CO 
2S» 



car* 



.0EG2 81960 

COMMAS! 



Mm Edgar Hoover 
Director 




NOTE: The John Birch Society is allegedly an anticommuni^t organization 
with branches over the various parts of the country. Our f ieidf offices 
have been alerted to watch its activities inasmuch as its head, Robert ^elch, 
indicated at one time that he thought a group having the appearance of a 
front organization might be effective in attracting trup>slib^ersives. 
Welch has, in the past, also attacked President Eiaei^owor and his 
Administration in his writings. No record Bufiles on correspondent or .her 



W.C. Sullivan 
Tele. Room _ 

Ingram 

Gandy 



a} 



Z *4 



husband* 



ROOM TELETYPE UNIT I I 
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Antelope , Montana 
December 18, 19 60 

J. Edgar Hoover 
F.B.I. 

Washington, D,C, 
Dear Sir: 

Do you have any information which you oan divulge on 
the John Birch Society founded December 9, 1958 by Robert 
Welch? The address of the Society is Belmont 78, Mass. It 
claims to "be an organization strict^ for fighting Communism* 
A chapter of the Joh n Birch Society has "been started at 
Plentywood, Montana"; I would, luce 'to* become active in it if 
one can accept the Society for what it says it is, but would 
like some assurance if possible that it is on the up and up. 

On a separate sheet I T m enclosing the list of council 
members working with Welch for this John Birch Society, The 
paper he puts out monthly is called "American Opinion." 

If you could give me any added information on this 
organization I would appreciate it very much, as would about 
25 others whom have been attending the meetings and are inter- 
ested in working actively in it if it can be given a clean 
bill of health. 

bo 
b7C 

Sincerely, 




Tim Oomoil of She Joh n Bireh Society 



^ a Boston surgeon 



Hr* iEhonas J* Anderson* Editor and Publisher of Pa;ra and Haneh 

Hosu Coieesa Aafircr/s"* Poorer Oonmiosioner of lateral Eeventte 

of the United States* 

Hoxu Spruille Bladen* Fomer Anbaesador to aeveral ooimtriec* 

foroer Assistant Seoretary of State* 

Gol> £au2?enee 33'*. Biaflcer* Fornter Personal Aide to General Douglas 

IJao^Arthur for 6§ years, 

Hr* Corner * Ghic&go business isan* President of the Conroth 



Hie, 



ami affiliated <*enpanies* Los Angeles* 



2)r* S*2I.r #pas&ovieh* Author of Site* Eoseaw r a 3&oJs& Horse, b?c 
Editor in chief of Srps&a Borba, in Chicago 

Hr* Ufa* £ Grede, President: of Grede Fotmdriea* Xncu* 2Hltratiko&* 

Hr* 



Elvers* STisGoaflllsu 



B70 



Ete* A* ^* Hetosohn* President* Ghero&ee Hills.,; Sevierville* 

2?emu 

Br*. Granville F* Knight •* physician of Santa Barbara, Oalif* 

Mr* Erefi 6* Koch* President*. Rook Island Oil and Refining Co., 

Wichita* ICewsaff. 

I&v Alfred Kohlberg * tzas a oharter member not/ decreased. 

Beam £lare&ao Bmxloa m former Bgait of 3Jotre Bane lasr Sohool 

Dr.. Revile P* Oliver ^ Professor at University of Illinois* 

He* Svtmt H, Haela&d,, Jr* -Pres. of G,H* island & Sons* Carlisle* 

3?eim* 

&r* H* KLoyd HeGor/inr - Prea* IWT* Sraith Irarfber Go*, Ghapnan* AlaTsan 

2Sr* BSSllan * Pres, of the Bkssraa Hefricerator 0o<* St*. 

3&ouis* Missouri* 

ia», AdoXphe Sen3ou -faneus actor 

He, Cola &♦ Parlor - fornor pros* of Ki&berly -ClarK Go* nov 
United States Employer Belesate to the mtornatio&ol 

labor Organi^atioa-^ j~* / F ~ r , ~; ' " *v C0!<~ V":^' ' 

Zj? ^ /dtf tfo/- & Ch Q>> i ' ■ .11; ib ko^j^ 




♦ 



Hon Phelpe - Corner #Me£' Justice of the; Supreme Court of 

AriEona 



Hr* Robert Stodflara * Pres. of ^yman-eoraon SSo*± rforoester* 

It* General 0Jter£es Stone* IXI TJ*S*A*P* (retired) 

He** Ernest &.* Stfige*i± Ires* of the Hyster 0Gnps»y> Portland* 
Oregon 



33r-* 



b6 
b7C 



•wanstfi'iis, Indiana. 



r 



0 



«5 




December 30, 1960 



Mr. 
Box 
linden, Texas 

Dear Mr. 



be 

b7C 



Your letter of December 23, 1960, has been 
received, and the interest which prompted you to write is 
appreciated. 



Tolson _ 

Mohr 

Parsons _ 
Belmont _ 
Callahan , 
DeLoach , 

Ma lone 

McGuire _ 

Rosen 

Tamm . 



The jurisdiction and responsibilities of the 
FBI do not extend to furnishing evaluations or comments 
concerning the character or integrity of any individual, 
publicat^cgjor organization. However, I can advise you that 
tbeJohn l£rch SociefaLhas not been investigated by this 
Bureau, but this should not be construed as a clearance or 
nonciearance of this organization by the FBI. 

Enclosed is some material regarding the 
general subject of communism which may be of interest. 



Sincerely yours, 

& Edgar Hoo^ 

, i „ John Edgar Hoover 
, ( / r Director 



DCC : 

COMM-FB1 



1960 



Enclosures (6) 




Trotter 

W.C, Sullivan 
Tele. Room _ 

Ingram 

Gandy 



Director's 10-18-60 speech 

3-1-60 LEB Introduction & 17th National Convention 
Communist Illusion and Democratic Reality , 
One Nation's Response to Communism 
Expose of Soviet Espionage f '"' ' ' 

Communist Target—Youth J , 




MAIL ROOM I I ?T,r,t f 



TELETYPE UNIT I I 
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NOTE NEXT PAGE 



NOTE: No record Bufiles identifiable with correspondent. The 
John Birch Society is purported to be an anticommunist group and 
was founded by Robert Welch of Belmont, Massachusetts. He has 
been openly critical of President Eisenhower's administration. 
We have not investigated the group. 



- 2 - 



TRUE COPY 



CASS COUNTY 
Linden, Texas 

Dec 23, 1960 



Mr. J. Edgar Hoover, Chief 
Bureau of F. B.I. 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover; 

There are a number of towns in this area 
forming John Birch Societies as an Anti Communist organization - 
As a Federal Employ, good U.S. Citizen and Christian I wouldn't 
take any part in it until it has been cleared by your office - 

Will you please give me a run down on John Birch Inc 
headed by Robert Welch - It was founded Dec. 9, 1958 at a meeting 
in Indianapolis - Without a clear ence from you, I will not have 
anything to do with it although it sounds good - 

Very truly Yours, 



/s/[ 



be 

b7C 



Box 



Linden, Tex - 



ALL INFORM TIONJ CONTAINED 
HEF.&CN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
DAT.:S^xN^ 




(I " 



</«" 



4> 





CA55 COUNTY 

•tblNDEN, TEXAS 










l 4 ' 1?' 
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24©/ S. W. 2ND AVENUE 
MIAMI 36, FLORIDA 

Dec, 19, I960 



J. Edgar Hoover 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr, Hoover: 



\ 



'ALt jScm^Z^ CHAINED 

Several months ago we "became acquainted with The John Birch 
Society, We were very impressed with the Blue Book of the 
Society and wish to become active against Communism through 
its membership. However, Mr. Welch strongly recommends 
The Dan Smoot Report and we would like to know more about 
Mr. Smoot and his background as an FBI agent. 

As dentists we are strong proponents of fluoridation of 
water supplies which do not have natural fluorine. 

Consequently we were more than amazed when someone told us ' /■ 

that Communists were for fluoridation while an ti -communists « 

were against it. To prove his point the man brought us the \j\ 

September 28, 1959 Dan Smoot Report "Facts on Fluoridation" ^ 

as well as articles from The American Mercury Magazine. \^ 

Mr. Smooths "facts" are such a distortion of the truth, use of 
quotes out of context and lack of understanding of the 
scientific language he attempts to use that the result is 
yellow journalism of the worst order. His authoritative sour^ 
is an Ad Hoc Committee of which we have never heard and he 
never mentions the American Dental Association which has spent ^S> 
over 30 years meticulously assembling research data concerning * | fc 
efficacy and safety of fluoridation. If this in an example of l&J-* 
Mr. Smooths reporting we purely do not want his Reports in h 
our reception rooms. be 

hlC 

The articles in American Mercury are too spurious and 
vituperative to mention. The statements concerning the 
American Dental Association are complete falsehoods and the 
language used (i.e. "their ruthless methods of pressure and 
terrorization") would lead one to believe they were dis- 
cussing the Gestapo rather^ than our fine dental society. 
Can this be anti Communist literature? 

Please let us know your evaluation of The John Birch S ociety? r J 
the Dan Smoot Report, American Mercury Magazine," Human Events ,\l 
and the Christian Anti-Communism Crusade at your earliest 
convenience. 



Very truly vours . 



iff DEC fTy , 



COKEESPOKD 




Enclosures (6) 

Director's speech 10-18-60 

17th National Convention CPUSA & 3-60 LEB Mro 

Communist Illusion and Democratic Reality 

One Nation's Response to Communism 

Expose of Soviet Espionage 

Communist Target— Youth 



NOTE: roo Worrell to DeLoach memo 12-27-60 entitled as above. 



r 



1/ 



Tolson 

yohr 

( Parsons _ 
[Belmont _ 
Callahan . 
e Loach . 



hi, 



Eecember 27,, 1060 



_L_ 



2401 Southwest 2nd Avenue 
Mraraf Floriaa 



Eaar 



b6 
b7C 



I hav e received your letter of lecember 19, 
I960, also signed bv l I and the interest 



which prompted you to write is indeed appreciated. $i ^ 

While I would like to be of assistance, the ^4 ^ 
FBI is strictly an investigative agency of the Federal Cfcr 2? 
Government and does not furnish evaluations or comn^nt^ A 
concerning the character or integrity of any individual, ^ & 
publication or organization. Please tto not infer that wg> 
co or do not have in our files the information you desire, <3»j* 
I can advise that Mr. Smoot was a Special Agent of this ^ 
Bureau from March 23, 1942, to June 15, 1951, at which 
time he resigned, ; 

In view of your concern over the memiqe of ^ 
communism, I am enclosing several items on this subject** 
which you may like to read. 




Sincerely yours, 

■* * ■■■■ i 




iJnclosures (C>) j 
See list on second page. ^ 

^OTE: SEE SECOND PAGE. 



Ma lone 

McGuire 

Rosen 

.Tamm ^ r, t. 

Trotter / 

W.C. Sullivan J_ ^ 
Tele. Room u »htji.*«iav* \y j 

Ingram - y - 

Gandy * /MAIL ROOM I I TELETYPE UNIT L_J 
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OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 

c^ E^IXE® STATES GOV^^KlENT 

Memoranmm 

Mr. DeLoach 



TO 



FROM 



subject: 




t 



date: 12-27-60 



D. C. Morrell^^ 

3l_ 




Gandy 



hi 



By letter of 12-19-60 t#e correspondent asked for evaluations on the 
' J 7, the Dan Smoot Report, American Mercury Magazine, Human 
Events and the Christian Anti-Communism Crusade. 




b6 
B7C 



with 



Bufiles co ntain no derogatory inf ormation and no prev ious correspondence 



There is no record of[ 



While we normally 



indicate in our replies concerning the John Birch Society that we have not investigated it, 
it is not felt appropriate in this instance as we have conducted investigations and do have 
derogatory information concerning some of the other organizations or publications 
mentioned by the correspondent. As no specific question was asked concerning the 
fluoridation of water, the reply we normally give in these instances has been omitted/ 



The John Birch Society is allegedly an anticommunist organization with 
branches over the various parts of the country. This organization was founded by Robert 
Welch in Indianapolis, Indiana, in December, 1958. Our field offices have been alerted to 
watch its activities inasmuch as its head, Welch, indicated at one time that he thought a 
group having the appearance of a front organization might be effective in attracting true 
subversives. Welch has, in the past, also attacked President Eisenhower and his 
administration in his writing. 

Bureau material has been made available to Dr. Schwarz, W. P. Strube, 
and others affiliated with Dr. Schwarz 1 Christian Anti-Communist Crusade. W. C. 
Sullivan memo to Belmont dated 9-22-60 indicates that when &*jSA of the Bureau spoke 
before the Dallas Freedom Forum, Dallas, Texas, on 9-19 and 20, 1960, (which 
sponsored a school on communism at that time directed by Dr. Schwarz) the SA 
commented that Schwarz made several pitches for articles in a book which he has 
written on communism and his publications were prominently displayed. In view of 
Schwarz' opportunistic activities in promoting his own writings, careful consideration 
should be shown in the future in furnishing speakers in view of the possibility that he 
might attempt to capitalize on the Bureau's reputation. 



JMM:mca 



Enclosure x.cca^7 / 2. - 6 o 




fit 



12 DEC 30 1960 



7 JAN 5 19S1 KERsp ^ w^nm ...^ 

.PATE. 




Mor rell to DeLoach 
-RE: 



The "American Mercury" is owned by Russell Maguire who is allegedly 
anticommunist and has the reputation of being bitterly anti-Semitic. The publication 
was the subject of a Registration Act investigation in 1958 based upon indications of an 
exchange of funds between Maguire and the Ambassador of the Dominican Republic . 
This allegation was not established and the case was closed in October, 1958. be 

b7C 

Bufiles indicate "Human Events" is a newslett er published in D. C. 
critical of the Soviet Union. Not investigated by Bureau, and I 
1 is on the Special Correspondents' List. 

Dan Smoot EOD 3-23-42 and resigned 6-15-51. Shortly before Smooth 
resignation, he was censured, placed on probation and transferred due to several 
unfounded charges against his SAC. His attitude before and after resignation was 
extremely antagonistic, and he was not recommended for reinstatement. He is the 
I' author of the "Dan Smoot Report, " a weekly publication which deals with highly 
controversial topics. Numerous inquiries have been received regarding Smoot f s 
activities since his separation. By SAC letter dated 3-24-59, it is noted that inquiries 
to his former employment in this Bureau should be handled in a most circumspect 
manner and should be answered by merely giving the dates of his employment and no 
additional comment should be made. 

RECOMMENDATION: 

The attached letter be sent explaining our policy in not furnishing 
evaluations and setting out the dates of employment of former SA Smoot. 




December 30, 1960 



L>1 



> 



Tolson 

Mohr . 

Parsons . 

Belmont — 

Callahan 

DeLoach 

Ma lone • 

McGuire _ 

Rosen _ — 

Tamm 

Trottec 

W.C. Sullivan 

Tele, Room tr^ ^ 

Ingram . L^'" — ^ 

Gandy _ 



Mrs. 



Eox l I 7 ~ 

Naples, Texas 

Dear Mrs* 



y 

Your letter of December 20, 1960, 
has been received, and the interest which prompted you 
to write is appreciated. 

The jurisdiction and responsibilities of the 
FBI do not extend to furnishing evaluations or comments 
concerning the character or integrity of any individual, 
publication oa organization. However, I can advise you 
that the JLohffTB ir ch T Sopiety has not been investigated by 
this Bureau, but this should not be construed as a clearance 
or nonclearance of this organization by the FBI. ~ 



Enclosed is some material dealing with the 



general subject of communism v/hich may be of interest toygu. 



MAILED 27 

DEC :■: n i960 

COMM-FBI 



Sincerely yours, 



John Edgar Hoover 
Director 




y Enclosures (6) 
10-18-60 speech of Director 
Communist Illusion and Democratic Reality ^ 
An Analysis of the 17th National Convention of the CP, USA 
One Nations Response to Communism . 
Expose of Soviet Espionage jv-v> 
Communist Target- -Youth 

RWE:bew(3) /, J , SEE NOTE NEXT PAGE 



222 ismn^oou^^ 



iiTELETYPE UNIT 



Miss 



12-30-60 



b6 
b7C 



NOTE: No record Bufiles identifiable with correspondent. The 
John Birch Society was formed by Robert Welch of Belmont, 
Massachusetts, and is purported to be an anticommunist 
organization, Welch has been openly critical of President 
Eisenhowers administration. We have conducted no investigation 
regarding the organization. 
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Morris County Civil Defense 
Office of Civil Defense 
Naples, Texas 



Carlton Robinson 
Judge 



December 20, 1960 



F. B.I. 

Washington, 25 D.C. 
Gentlemen: 

I am interested in joining The John 
Birch Society, Belmont 78, Mass. Is the Society 
on your approved list? 

Yo urs truly 

/s/l 



be 

b7C 





CARLTON R0BINSON 
Judge 



Ag|^IS COUNTY CIVIL DmM\SE 

OFFICE OF CIVIL DEFENSE 



-B£iN®ERfflM>, TEXAS 
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Jackson Heights, New York 
Dear Mr. 



A*r«i i S " ' ' " 1 , ,>v ,.. . " . r t 




I have received your letter of Decemb er 26 
with the enclo sed letter addressed to you from Mrs. 



b6 
b7C 



In response to the inquiries made in Mr a. 



rn 



letter, the jurisdiction and responsibilities of the FBI do not 
extend to furnishing evaluations or comments concerning the 
character or integrity of any organization, publie < a*r$>n or indi- 0 
vidua!. I can advice you, however, that theJ^ f 
has not been investigated by this Bureau, buTTEis tJhoiSd not n =° 
be construed as a clearance or nonclearance of this organization* j 
by the FBI. 

In view of your interest, I am enclosing some 
material regarding the threat of commu nism wh ich you may 
wish to read. I am also returning vlra.1 | letter. 
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MAILED 31 

JAN - 3 1961 



Sincerely yours, 



f ff-.Edga?-,H<Jhv^ 




o. 



d /if J 



Sullivan 
. Room _ 



Enclosures (5) 

ZIZZ Communist Illusion and Democratic Reality 
O ne Nation's Response to Communism 

March, 1960, LEB Introduction & 17th Nat'l Convention 

ZZZ * ; Communist Target- -Youth 

Str JAiM iP 01 |^f 0Ilderit,s enclosure @{/[y| 

■ AFH:dkp (3) ^ SEE NEXT PAGE FOR NOTE: 
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Mr. 



NOTE: Bufiles con tain no record identifiable with Mrs . 

I Bufiles show l I who was in 

1950 a Criminal Investigator for the Alcohol Tax Unit in New York, 
An Agent of the New York Offi ce attended a Holy Name Society 
function addressed by | H on 10-9-50. During his remarks 

I I referred several times to the FBI and specifically stated, 

"We call them office cowboys. TT The SAC in New York made strong 
objection to the District Supe rvisor of the Alcohol Tax Unit who 
in turn strongly reprimanded ! l in the SAC f s presence. There 

is no additional derogatory information regarding I l in Bufiles. 

The John Birch Society is allegedly an anticommunist 
organization with branches over the various parts of the country. 
Our field offices have been alerted to watch its activities inasmuch 
as its head, Robert Welch, indicated at one time that he thought 
a group having the appearance of a front organization might be 
effective in attracting true subversives. Welch has bitterly attafcKed 
the Eisenhower Administration in the past in connection with his 
writings. 
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'Ail TH^O?!"\TT^^^I-SD' 



Deo. 26th, I960. 



Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
10th street and penna. Ave 
Washington D 0 



Dear Mr. Hoover: 

The enclosed letter should be somewhat 
self-explanatory. 





I might add, that the Mrs. 



who sent me 



the letter is the \ 

I have known her since she was a baby and I'm sure she 
has the willingness and interest of our Country at heart 
in wanting something done in this situation to guide her 
and many others from being^roped-in" by these .Communists. 

I am sure you will do anything possible to 
remedy this situation, from what she has quoted as 
taking place these operators are out into the open with 
their activities. 

After twenty-five years of Government service, 
I still have a great interest in what goes on in this 
country of ours. 



f | Jackson tteignxs 
| New York 
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December 18, 1960 



Dear 



You may seemed surprised to hear from me but we are 
in need of some information and you are the only person I know who 
could begin to give us the answers. At least part of them anyway. 

Since leaving Los Angeles and comming to Scottsdale, 
Arizona all of our friends both here and in Los Angeles have been 
urging us to join the John Birch Society. From L. A we get distressing 
letters on the subject, pro of course, and from here, the pressure is 
on. Now briefly I will quote from one of the letters— 1. that the 
Russians will be in controle here by 19JT0. 2. that from within a 
short space of time all pregnant women and children under 2 will be 
killed as well as those unable to care for themselves. I could go on 
and on but that alone is enough to curl your stomach. Now the questions 
that we have are, - -Why isn't the public informed of this so that all 
can help do what is necessary to prevent this? The people affiliated 
with the John Birch Society say that they have the approval of J. Edgar 
Hoover, Barry Goldwater etc. Now if Mr. Hoover is aware of what 
the Commies are trying to do why is it known. The Society says that 
the men who lecture at their meetings are F. B. I men and are well 
informed. We saw o ne film they showed on the Student rioting in 
San Francisco. Both l H and I are well aware of the communist 
threat, but before we join any thing we would like to know more about 
it and I think you can understand our reason. We felt you might be 
able and kind enough to help us along that line. If all this is true then 
what can we do? is this the group to join, if they aren T t what then? 

I hope you will pardon the poor construction of this 
letter and I hope too that you don T t think me "off my head". If you can 
find out these things for me I would appreciate it very much. We don't 
want to be suckered in to anything. Sorry if this puts you on the spot. 

I hope that this finds you and yours well and preparing 
for the Holidays. A very Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. 



be 

b7C 



M&fy MRS 



With love 



if u 



Address, on envelope: 




/0</ Lfol - 



" ""Iji5 




Letter was postmarked 4 p.m., 12-22-60, in Scottsdale, Arizona. 
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— — Xour letter of Docembor 27, I960, has been 
received, and thj interest which prompted you to write is 
appreciated. 

The jurisdiction and responsibilities of the FBI 
do not uxtend to furnishing evaluations or comments concerning 
the character or integrity of any individual, publication or 
organization. Hovjovor, I can advise you that the John Birch 
Society has not been investigated by this Bureau, but this should 
not be construed! as a clearance or nonelearance of this organ- 
ization by the 3FBI. 



v' ith regard to your other inquiry, I must point 
out that control of the activities of the Communist Party is a <-< §5 
matter of legislation which, of course, is enacted through the 3 
legislative functions of our Government. Under separate cover, ? 
I am sending you some material regarding the general subject of 
communism which may be of interest. 



JC3 S — 
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r JAN4 19 Q1 
cowiffl. 



Sincerely yours, 

John Edgar Hoover 
Director 



1 - D. C. Morrell - 4235 

USC - See next page 
See NOTE next page. 
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1 - D. C. Morrell - 4235 

use 

Communist Target— Youth 

Communist Illusion and Democratic Reality 

Expose of Soviet Espionage 

17th National Convention, CPUSA & 3-60 LEB Introduction 

Director's speech of 10-18-60 

One Nation's Response to Communism 
NOTE: The John Birch Society is purported to be an anticommunist 
organization which was founded by ,Rober£Welch of Belmont, 
Massachusetts. He has been openly criticaTofTPresident Eisenhower's 
administration. We have not investigated the organization. No record 
Bufiles identifiable with correspondent. 
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Camber of commerce 



01 



GATEWAY TO THE COAST 



IN THE HE ART OF THE TIMBER AREA 



OREGON 



December 27, i960 

J. JUdgar Hoover, Director, F.B*I. 
Washington, D*C» 



Dear Sir* 



A pepresentative of the John Birch Society has met 
with a group in our community;" wtth^a^a^^rre to 
establish a Chapter here and we would like to have 
official confirmation on the authenticity of the 
aims presented* 

We have been told that the purpose of this group 
is to form an organized resistance to communism in 
the United States* 

Since there are so many communist fromt organizations, 
we hesitate to support any group until we know they 
truly represent tHe purposes in which we believe. 

Another meeting has been called for January 11 and 
we would appreciate an immediate reply so that we may 
know what action we should take. 

Also, a question that is being asked right now is, 
why is a Communist National Youth Organization permitted 
to be formed? This question has been raised as the result 
of a newspaper article in which you state a conference 
is being held this month for this purpose* 6<3*»m^. # 

REC-22 -2L* 4 /i 
We thank you for the information request-eg^ 
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UNITED STATES GCtfE] 

v Memoramti 



urn 




TO 



FROM 



subject: 



DIRECTOR, FBI (62-104401) 



SAC, WO (62-0-17606) 

o 

THE JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY 
INFORMATION CONCERNING 



date: 



ReSAClet Number 60-5 dated 1/26/60. 

ReWFlet dated 7/29/6 0. cnntionad. as above setting 
forth information furnished by1 

I Concerning activities of Tftep 
Jonn Birch Society in the Northern Virginia area. 



On 1/3/61. 



|was interviewed by SA PATRICK M. 



RICE on another matter and volunteered the following information 




Captain MICHAEL J. MAHANEY of the MPD made available 
a press release dated I/2/6I published by the National Committee 
tpAbolish the Un-American Activities Committee (NCAUAC) stating 
they would stage a demonstration near the White House on 1/2/61, 
and people would come from various cities to assist in the 
demonstration. Detailed information on this was submitted to 
the Bureau in a letterhead memo dated 1/2/61 (Bufile 100-433447)^ 

(^Bu^au REC . 4Q U-Jt'HOI^ *t < 

( l -100-37885UNCj\T IAr^ 
(1 

EMR: 
(5) 



aes 



AIL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED »-v 




WFO 62-0^-17606 

"The Washington Post and Times Herald" dated 1/3/61, 
^rrigri an artirle relative to the above affair including a 



Above is for information of the Bureau regarding 
activities of The John Birch Society. 



January 5, 1081 
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Utica, New York 
Dear Mrs. 



received. 



Your letter dated December 29, 1960, has been 



Although I would like to be of service, the FBI 
is strictly a fact-gathering agency of the Federal Government 
and, as such, does not make evaluations or draw conclusions 
as to the character or integrity of any organization, publication 
or individual* I can inform you that thia Bureau has not inve^ti~r 
gated the group you named; however, you should not construe 
this to be either a clearance or nonclearance of the organisation 0 E 
in question. 



In view of your interest in combating communism, 5? 
I am enclosing publications for general distribution by the FBI 
on this subject. 



~>1 

no 

LO 



MAILED 31' 

.IAN - 51S61 

COMM-FB1 



Sincerely yours, 



* 6 ^y?ar Hoover 

John Edgar Hoover 
Director 

J 

Director's speech 10-18-60 yjfj // 



Enclosures (7) 



My 

Press release 12-22-60 
Communist Menace: Red Goals & Christian Ideals 
3-j66 LEB Introduction & 17th Convention , » 

What You can do to fight Communism -^'u^ \ 

^^mmunist Target-- Touth ' ( \ 

-^Expose of Soviet Espionage ^ ~ 

l&nSr^ f (3) \r~* NOTE: (See next page) 
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Mrs.[ 



1-5-61 



NOTE: The John Birch Society is allegedly an anticommunist 
organization with branches over the various parts of the country. 
Our field offices have been alerted to watch its activities inasmuch 
as its head, Robert Welch, indicated at one time that he thought a 
group having the appearance of a front organization might be 
effective in attracting true subversives. Welch has bitterly attacked 
the Eisenhower Administration in the past in connection with his 
writings. 
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Mrs. 



Utica, New York 



Dec 29. 60 



Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 
Federal Bureau of Invistigation 
Washington. D. C. 

Dear Sir. 

Having been approached to be an active member of 
the John Bii*kh Society which was founded at a meeting in Indianapolis 
Dec 9. 1958 I would like to know more about it before joining. 

If it is an anti Communist organization, as it is 
claimed to be, I will gladly join, for surely someone has to do 
something to help combat this menace. 



Please favor me with a reply. 



I remain 
Yours truly 



/s/ Mrs. 
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1 



Mrs, 




Utica, New York 
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Tolson _ 

Mohr 

Parsons _ 
Belmont _ 
Callahan . 
DeLoach . 

Ma lone 

McGuire . 
Rosen . 
Tamm , 
Trotter . 
W.C. Sullivan 
Tele. Roj 
Ingram 
Gandy 
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January G, 1901 



Odessa, Texas 
Dear Mr. 
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Your letter of December 28, 1960, has been 
received, and the interest which prompted you to write is 
appreciated* 

The jurisdiction and responsibilities of the 
FBI do not extend to furnishing evaluations or comments 
concerning the character or integrity of any individual, 
pubUcatigti or organization. However, I can advise you that 
the John Birc h Socie ty has not been investigated by this 
Bureau, but tEs should not be construed as a clearance or 
nonclearance of this organization by the FBI* 

Enclosed is some material regarding the 
general subject of communism which may be of interest. 



Sincerely yours, 

J. Edoar Hooves; 
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John Edgar Hoover 
Director 



Enclosures (6) 
Director's 10-18-60 speech 
Communist Illusion and Democratic Reality 
3-1-60 LEB Introduction & 17th National Convention 
One Nation's Response to Communism 
Communist Target — Youth 
Expose of Soviet Espionage 
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NOTE: No record Bufiles identifiable with correspondent. 

The John Birch Society is purported to be an anticommunist 

group and was founded by Robert Welch of Belmont, Massachusetts. 

He has been openly critical of President Eisenhower's administration. 

We have not investigated the group. 





•7 / ' 



7 





1 





C^m^UT^uX^ ^C^/^^f '/W ®7Ly2^ 











0- 




4 





.^/JC^hr To 




TRUE COPY 



Dec. 28, 1960 
Odessa, Texas 



J. Edgar Hoover 

Director; Federal Bureau of Investigation, 
Washington D. C. 



Sir: 



This letter is in request of information concerning an organization that 
seems to be very active in this area as an an ti -communist fighter, The 
organization is known as The John Birch Society, with Hq. in Belmont 
Mass. The president of the organization is Robert Welch. 

If your office can supply any information on this organization or it r s 
president, It would be greatly appreciated by myself & several of my 
friends as we are looking for a safe & effective way to join in the fight 
against Communism. By safe, I am not referring to the safety of 
myself & my friends but as the organization being in fact, Anti Communist 

A reply from your office on this matter will be a great honor & service 
to me. 



Sincerely, 



he 

hlC 



/a/ 



Odessa, Texas 
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OPTIONAL. FORM NO. 10 
5010-104 



UNITED STATES G^^RNMENT 

Memorandum 



* 



TO 



DIRECTOR, FBI 



SAC, LOS ANGELES (100-59001) 



date: 1/4/61 



subject: 



d 



JOHN BIRCjEL_S_QCIETY 
MISCELLANEOUS INFORMATION 



b6 
Jd / C 



For vour information, ^• JaiBammmmmmm 

] Encino, California, contacted "m^^os Angeles 



.Division on January 4, 1961* requesting information Ttfhether 
the JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY was a subversive organization and advising 
that he desired to know whether the FBI had cleared this 
organization* When informed that the FBI was unable to furnish 
any information concerning the organization, because of the 
confidential nature of the Bureau 1 s records, he became a little 
upset and stated that he thought it was a terrible position 
to take and said that he intended writing to the Attorney General 
about the matter. 




- Bureau (REGISTERED) 

- Los Angeles 
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January 6, 1981 



Charfotte, 



Dear Mr. 



ircaroliaa 



Your letter postmarked December 30, I960, 
has been received, and the Interest which promoted you to 
write is appreciated. 

The jurisdiction and responsibilities of the 
FBI do not .extend to furnishing evaluations or comments 
concerning the character or integrity of any individual, 
publication or organization. I can advise you, however, 
that the John Birch Society has not been investigated by 
this Bureau, but this should not be construed as a clearance 
or nonclearance by the FBI. 
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Si view of your concern regarding the menace 
of communism, enclosed is some material which you may 
find of interest. 



Sincerely yours, 
(J - Edgar Hoover 



mailed; 3i: 
JAM- 61961 

COMM-FBf 



John Edgar Hoover 
Director 



Enclosures (6) 

17th National Convention & Introduction 3-80 LEB 
Communist Illusion and Democratic Reality 
One Nation's Response to Communism 
Director's 10-18-60 Speech 
Expose of Soviet' Espionage 
Communist Target —Youth 
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NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Bufiles 0 The John Birch 
Society was organized by Robert Welch in December, 1958^ at 
Indianapolis, Indiana, It is allegedly an anticommunist organization 
with branches over various parts of the country* Welch has been 
quite critical of President Eisenhower and his Administration. SAC 
letter 60-5 calls this organization to the attention of the field and 
instructs them that any information on their activities should be 
furnished to the Bureau e 
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Charlotte 5 N„ C # 
December 23, I960 



Mr. J.Edgar Hoover, Director 

The Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Washington, D.C. 

Dear Sirr 



: 6 /- 



As* a loyal citizen of theUnited States I am most 
concerned about the menace of the communist movement 
in the U* S.A» 

I have been approached by a friend ts^join the *anti- 
comxnunist society known as "The Johif-Sirch Society"* 



What I would! like to know is if this is a legitimate 
organization dedicated to doing -what it says it is doing* 
In'other words, the devil can quote scripture to his 
purpose; have these people beer forthright* 

I am a £a£fcaiJa_Jij^ 

and do not wish to join an organization only to find out 
all is not what it appears to be* 

Thank you very much* 
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Yours truly. 
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Dear Mr 



Your letter of December 31, 1960, has been 
received, and I certainly understand your concern regarding 
the menace of communism, I am enclosing some material, 
some of which gives suggestions for combating this atheistic 
force which threatens us. I do not know the source of the 
letter to which you referred. 

While I would like to be of assistance with 
regard to your inquiry, the jurisdiction and responsibilities 
of the FBI do not extend to furnishing evaluations or comments 
concerning the character or integrity of any individual, publi- 
cation or organization. I can advise you, however, that the 
John Birch Society has not been investigated by this Bureau, 
but this should not be construed as a clearance or nonclearance 
by the FBI. 



'JAM 01961 



Sincerely yours, 

John Edgar Hoover 
Director 



Enclosures (8) 
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Communist Illusion and Democratic Reality 
One Nation' s Response to Communism 
What You 6 an Do To Fight Communism 
s \Where do we stand today with communism in the United States? 
\; How to beat Commjinism 




Expose of Soveit Espionage 
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Mr, 



1-10-61 



NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Bufiles. The John Birch 
Society was organized by Robert Welch in December, 1958, at 
Indianapolis, Indiana. It is allegedly an anticommunist organization 
with branches over various parts of the country. Welch has been quite 
critical of President Eisenhower and his Administration. SAC letter 
60-5 calls this organization to the attention of the field and instructs 
them that any information on their activities should be furnished to 
the Bureau. 
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2 2 WEST CALLE LAURELES 
SANTA BARBARA, CALIFORNIA 
PHONE WOODLAND 2-S174 

REALTOR ' 



December 31, i960 



Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 

Gontlemon, 



'"' -w-^^^ -^-^ .... 



he 
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I am becoming increasingly alarmod about the growth and activi- 
ties of the Communist party but I seem to be surrounded by a group 
of "Liberals" and self-styled intellectuals who profess to see no 
menace from the Commios, and v/ho ridicule and denounce the House 
Un-American Activities Committee and other counter-subversive or- 
ganizations, 

I 7/ant very much to combat this dangerous type of thinking and 
ltd like to have a little official ammunition at my disposal. Dp_ 
you have any pham p lots te lling of the Commu n ist thre at? Also, it 
seems to me that someone once published a letter to fling how one may 
identify a Communist ,as distinguished from a mare fuzzy-minded egghead, 
by their reactions to key issues 1 , defenses etc. If you have such a 
letter, may I have a co$y of that too. 

One last item. I am strongly considering bee omaffijtig a member of 
an organization I have heard about called the Johix^irol^ S^iety^. which 
I understand is trying to fight the Coinmies "03S^r3ieS SS ^f 3& org&izati onal 
level- that is. with local cells or chapters activated on signal to bom- 
bard State and Inderal legislative bodies with telegrams supporting or 
opposing proposed notf legislature. This sounds like a very good idea 
to me, yet having heard of other seemingly worthwhile groups that became 
infiltrated by the Coiranies, I hesitate joining anything, without checking 
with your office first. Do you have any negative information about 
this movement? iould you recommend that it be ^^go^e^?^ ^} i& ^ 

Sincerely yours 3 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 



TO 



FROM 



subject: 



Mr. A, H. Belmont 
Mr. J. E. McHal€^" ; 




date: 1-9-61 



MANITOWOC"^"WISCONSIN 




MISCELLANEOUS INFORMATION CONCERNING 



Above-captioned individual called at approximately 
9:40 p.m. on 1-9-61, advising that he is active in the Republican 
Party affairs in Manitowoc, Wisconsin, and wanted to know if two 
organizations- in that area are subversive. The two organizations 
are the JohfrnBirch Society of Belmont, Mass achusetts, and the Lif.6 
Line Organ izationo$f Washington, D. C. Mr. | H was informed 

that the FBI is a f act^gathering organization and is unable to 
furnish evaluations regarding any organization. 

He thanked me and said that he would see if he could 
obtain the information from another source. 



Bureau files conta in no derogatory information 
identifiable with 
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ACTION: 



For your information. 



r ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED *;\ 
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- Mr. Belmont 
p\l - Mr. Baumgardner 
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January 11, 1981 



| be 

b7C 



Columbus 0, Ohio 



Dear Miss 



¥ouff4ette r dated January 4, 1981, vvhich ^vas also signed 



s 



by S£rs. I L has been received, and in viesv of your interest, 

I am enclosing publications available for ge neral distribution bv the FB I 
on the subject of communism. L 



c ^l^r^tiv ' y 77777* 

Although I would like to be of service, the FBI is strictly 
a fact-gathering agency of the Federal Government and, as such, does 
not make evaluations or dra*v concluoions as to the character or integrity 
of any organization, publication or individual. The FBI has not investigated 
the group you mentioned; however, this should not be construed as being 
either a clearance or nonclearance of the organisation in question* 

To secure a list of groups tfhich have been cited by the 
Attorney General as coining within the scope of Executive Order 10450, 
your request Lhoold be oubmitted to the Subversive Organizations Section, ^ 
Internal Security Division, United States Department of Justice, Washin$on"2S, 
D. C. The Un-American Activities Committee of the United States Houls^ ^ 
of Representatives has also prepared and released a booklet entitled ,f ^ige 0 
to Subversive Organizations and Publications, 1 1 in vvhich are listed grougr5| ^ 
and periodicals which have been cited by various state and Federal agdfiSij^ ^ 
The Government Printing Office advise© that it is no^ out of print, but yotig g£ 
may be able to secure a copy of it through your local public libraries. ^ ^ 
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Sincerely yours, 



PL JEdgar Hoov.^'r 
John Edgar Hoover 
Director 
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Enclosures (7) 

What You Can Do To Fight Communism 

Introduction - March 1960 - LEB & 17th National Convention CP, 
Series from Christianity Today (10-10-60, 10-24-60. 11-7-60) 
Press Release 12-22-60 
Director's Speech 10-18-60 
Expose of Soviet Espionage 
Communist Target- -Youth 

NOTE: Correspondents are not identifiable in Bu files. The Columbus, Ohio 
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telephone directory r eflects that! 



Avenue. No entry forT 
resides at 



resides at[ 
Apparently Miss 



3 



The John Birch Society is allegedly an anticommunist 
organization with branches over the various parts of the country. Our 
field offices have been alerted to watch its activities inasmuch as its 
head, Robert Welch, indicated at one time that he thought a group having 
the appearance of a front organization might be effective in attracting 
true subversives. Welch has bitterly attacked the Eisenhower Administration 
in the past in connection with his writings. 
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Columbus 9, Ohio 
Jajjppy 4, 1961 
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Mr. J. Edgar Hoover, Director 
Federal Bureau of Inves ligation 
Washington, D ♦ C . 

Re: John Birch Society- 
Dear Sir: 

We consider ourselves patriotic American citizens who are 
vailing to support a legitimate anti-Communist group. We have 
been urged to join the John^Birc h Society, but before we do, 
we would like to know more about it. The following are some 
questions about the Society: 

1. Does the John Birch Society have any "hidden" political 
or religious links? 

2. Where do they get the information they provide, and bow 
reliable is it? 

3. How is it possible to check on the authenticity of the 
information they provide? 

4. V/e have read that some organizations which profess to be 
anti-Communist are actually promoting eommunism in some 
way. Might this be true of the John Eirch Socieyt? 

5* The June, I960, Bulletin of the John Birch Society urges 
the discontinuance of all "foreigh aid," except for 
strictly military assistance to our unquestionably anti- 
Communist allies. #2 of their reasons states: "it wasr 

sold to the American people, as a means of fighting 
Communism, by the Communists themselves, with the support 
of their sympathizers, dupes, and a lot of misguided"" 
idealists who swallowed the Communist line." Is this true? 

We have heard that some supposedly ant i -Communist books 
actually get across some Communist propaganda. Where does 
one find a reliable listing of Communist and ant i -Communist books? 

We would very much appreciate all the information you 
could give us concerning the John Birch Society. 



Respectfully yours. 



ALL TMr^MATTON C0\ f ?ATIED 

DATE B^^^w. 



& ■ 102 



/a V t 



i 

£ 




MHJAN 18 1861 




January 11, 1961 




v v^l irst Methodis>Church^ 
Stratford^ .Te^EL . 

Dear Mr. 



^>^V^d' 

J',, k , ^ v 



be 

b7C 




The letter pos 
enclosure from you and Mrs. 



marked January 4, 1961, and 

have been received. 



Although I would like very much to help you, the 
FBI is strictly a fact-gathering agency of the Federal Government 
and, as ;.;uch, docs not make evaluations or draw conclusions as 
to the character or integrity of any organization, publication or 
individual. I regret that I am unable to be of aid and hope you will 
not infer in thin connection either that we do or that we do not have 
data in our files concerning the subjects of your inquiry, 

I am glad to know of your desire to help combat the 
growing menace of communism and enclosed are publications avail* 
able for general distribution by this Bureau which you may find of 
interest. 



" — mailed v 
JAM 1 1%1 



Sincerely yours, 



John Edgar Hoover 
Director 
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What You Can Do To Fight Communism 

3-60 LEB Introduction and 17th National Convention, CP, USA 
Director's Speech of 10-18-60 f . 

Press Release for 12-22->60 y ) ' 

Communist Target — Youth 1/^^' ^* 

E^pp^|^|^oviet Espionage // 
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NOTE: "American Opinion" is the publication of Robert Welch and 
his organization, The John Birch Society. This group is allegedly 
anticommunist and has chapters throughout the country. Welch 
has bitterly attacked the Eisenhower Administration in the past 
in his writings, and all JEield offices have been alerted to watch 
the activities of his organization. 

Although we have not conducted an investigation of 
the National Council of Churches, as such, we have kept abreast 
of the efforts of the CPUSA to infiltrate this group through our 
over-all investigations of the CPUSA and communist .efforts to 
infiltrate mass-type organizations. (100-50869). Bureau 
material has been made available to Dr. Fred C. Schwar^ W. P* Strube 
and others affiliated with Dr. Schwarz' Christian Anti- Communism 
Crusade. W. C. Sullivan memo to Belmont dated 9-22-60 indicates 
that when a SA of the Bureau spoke before the Dallas Freedom Forum, 
Dallas, Texas, on 9-19 and 20, 60, (which sponsored a school on 
communism at that time directed , , by Dr. Schwarz) the SA commented 
that Schwarz made several "pitehes*' for articles in a book which he 
has written on communism and his publications were prominently 
displayed. In view of Schwarz' s opportunistic activities in promoting 
his own writings, careful consideration should be shown in the future 
in furnishing speakers in view of the possibility that he might attempt 
to capitalize on the Bureau' s reputation. 

In view of all inquiries made by correspondent, above 
reply is believed best to serve the Bureau's interests. 
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Stratford, Texas 
December 29, i960 



Mr* J. Edgar Hoover 
U. S. Department of Justice 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington 25, D„ C # 

Dear Sir: 




o 



Please advise if the editor Robert W elch^ or any of his advisory- 
committee in the book "American Opinion** under the title «A World Gone 
Crazy", Volume III, Number 7* July, August and September I960, are 
connected with a Communist group. This group poses as Anti-Communist 
group working to arouse American opinion against the danger of Communism 
in this country # 

Please advise if Rev. Blake past President, National Council of 
Churches is a Communist or has any connection with Communist organization 
that would be detrimental to our churches. 

Also advise if Br. Fred C # Schwarz, Editor, Christian Anti-Communist 
Crusade, Texas Branch Office, P.O. Box 6422, Houston 6, Texas is a 
Communist or connected with organization that would be detrimental to our 
churches or society. 

We are concerned about joining this movement against Communism, but 
before we commit ourselves or take any active part we want to be sure 
there is no Communist or Communist influence in this organization promot- 
ing this movement* 



I am enclosing the cover to this book for your reference. 
I will appreciate a reply at your earliest convenience* 

Very truly yours, 



Thank you, 



be 

b7C 




First Methodist 6hurch 
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September 6, 1960 



Dear Reader: 



We offer no apology for* the lateness of this magazine, nor 
for the combining of numbers which the project made necessary. 
Instead we shall rely in good conscience on the final product to 
justify both. For this undertaking has required research, cor- 
respondence, analysis, and plain hard work far beyond the 
normal quota for turning out any ordinary monthly magazine. 
And we earnestly believe that this issue of American Opinion 
will prove to be the most important publication in the whole 
field of anti-Communist literature since Seeds Of Treason, 

Your editor can make that last statement with much better 
grace because he neither wrote any of these articles nor did any 
appreciable amount of "editing" of their contents. This survey 
of the present level of Communist influence in every country in 
the world was compiled by real experts. Before you are half 
through reading it you will see why we gave these hundred 
pages of history the title: A World Gone Crazy. If this doesn't 
awaken and alarm your complacent neighbors, nothing ever will. 
Not at least before they, and we, are being strung up from 
lamp posts by the Communist police. 

We hope you can wake 'cm up. 



Sincerely, 



AMERICAN OPINION—is published eleven months in the year by Robert Welch, Inc., Belmont 78, 
Massachusetts, U. S. A* Subscription rates are five dollars per year in the United States and 
Canada; seven dollars elsewhere* Copyright 1960 by Robert Welch, Inc. We use almost no articles 
except those written to order to fit our specific needs, and can assume no responsibility for the 
return of unsolicited manuscripts. 
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THE PEOPLE'S POTTAGE 

Three of the most penetrating political monographs of recent times (THE 
REVOLUTION WAS, EX AMERICA, RISE OF EMPIRE) , by a relentless 
critic of the alien ideologies exemplified in modern American political and 
cultural life, are here collected into one volume, with a foreword by the 
author. A book every American should have. 

174 pages, 8vo . . _____ _____ „„ _____„ $3,00 

. . told with frightening clarity ... a book which every American will want to 
read . . — Ashley Holden, "Spokesman-Review," Spokane, Washington. 

Nock, Albert J. 

OUR ENEMY, THE STATE 

A reprint of one of the really great books exposing the dangers of Statism, 
by a master of English prose. Originally issued in 193 5 by Morrow, it is 
republished with an introduction by Frank Chodorov. 

209 pages, 12mo _ . _._..__.... „ $3.S0 

. . a literary masterpiece, certain to be read and enjoyed for many years to 
come . , — Edwin McDowell, Executive Director, Committee for Public Affairs, 
New York City. 

Rand, Ayn 
ANTHEM 

A gripping and imaginative story, by the author of THE FOUNTAIN- 
HEAD, which contrasts a completely collectivized society with the real 
meaning of the principles of individualism. One of the most moving and 
beautiful prose poems ever written. 

A reprint of the famous 1946 edition issued by The Pamphleteers. Library 
edition, clothbound. 

105 pages, large 12mo M __ _ _ , _ $3.00 

. . TENDER AND TERRIFIC ... the greatest novel I have ever read — and 
I have covered the literary waterfront in seven languages . , — Dr. Ruth Alex- 
ander, Canaan, N, Y. 

Spencer, Herbert 

THE MAN VERSUS THE STATE 

The celebrated political thinker and philosopher redefines the true meaning 
of liberalism. Edited by Albert Jay Nock. 

213 pages, large 12mo „„_ , _ „„ . _____ $3.50 

"* . * It is both refreshing and illuminating to read a book such as Herbert Spencer 
has written. Although the essays contained in this book were originally written 
over one hundred years ago their meaningfulness has increased over the years . . .'* 
— R. R. Irving in "The American Statesman," Salt Lake City. 

At your bookseller or sent postpaid by the publisher upon receipt of remittance 
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Miss f ~ 
c/o First American National Bank 
Nashville 2, Tennessee 



Dear Miss 



January 11, 1961 



he 

hlC 



Your letter dated January 4, 
has been received. 



j 

1961, 



7 * ^ 
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Although I would like to be of service, 
the FBI is strictly a fact- gathering agency of the 
Federal Government and, as such, does not make 
evaluations or draw conclusions as to the character 
or integrity of any organization, publication or individual 
I can inform you that the FBI has not investigated the 
group you named, but this should not be construed as 
either a clearance or nonclearance of the organization 
in question. 



o 

o 



as 



-J1 
o 



Enclosed are publications of possible 



interest to you. 



JAN 11 1961 
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Sincerely yours, 



0, EcbV 'Hoowcr 

John Edgar Hoover 
Director 
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Enclosures (5) What You Can Do To Fight Communism j 
Series from Christianity Today Press Release 12-22-60 

Director's Speech 10-18-60 Expose of Soviet Espionage 

>V o 

— NOTE: T he John Birch Society is an allegedly anticommunist 

organization with branches throughout the TL S. Its head, 

John Welch, has bitterly attacked the Eisenhower Administration 

in the past in his writings. Our field offices have been alerted 
, ^ to watching the activities of his group* 

IMWP TELETYPE UNIT □ DCLlbeW (3) I ' 



TRUE COPY 
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January 4 - 1961 



Dear Mr Hoover - 

What, if anything, do you know about 
The John Birch Society? 

The aims seem to be in keeping with 
the desired "American Way of Life, M but even 
organizations that sincerely try to do good unintentionally 
let M the enemy TT in. It could easily be turned into a 
Communist Front organization, I certainly hope not — 

Yours truly, b6 

b7C 

/s/ | 1 

c/o First American Nat 1 1 Bank (M. O. ) 
Nashville, Tennessee 




i 






a %- v 




'4 t-7^f ^-fc-^^ ^y-f 




-£_L 



b6 
b7C 



V 





ALL iVTS-'-^'r} COMBINED" 




i 



■ # 6 



<7~ 




January IS, 1961 



Can I marine, Caliibrnia 



b6 
b7C 



Boar i^ra. 



Your letter poUmariied January 0, 1961, has 
been received, and I want to than!; yon sincerely for your 
thoughtful message and bojt wioheu In response to your request, 
I am forwarding to you, under separate cover, publications v/hich 
you may wish to distribute a$ you indicated. lor your information, 
our article entitled "Com&unist Tarcet— Youth" ic currently being 
reprinted. Three hundred copiec ol it, however, will be aent you /I 
juot as ijoon as they are available, // 

Sincerely yours, 




1 - Follow-up made for t -1-61 



SL Edgar Hoover 

John Edgar Hoover 
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1 - D. C. Morrell - Room 4235 
USC Material 

300 copies of What You Can Do To Fight Communism 
" 300 copies of Director's Speech before The American Legion 10-18-60 
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Trotter _ 
W.C. Sullivan- 
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Gandy -^i— 
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TRUE COPY 



J. Edgar Hoover 
Washington, D.C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 

Please send me 300 San Francisco Riot pamphlets 
as soon as possible, so we can distribute them when we show 
that film and Communism on the Map to our whole town of San Marino 
on January 23 thru our John Birch society here-- 

You are doing a tremendous job and we all send 
our very best wishes for your continued good health and fighting 
spirit during the Kennedy reigrL — 

Sincerely 



/s / Mrs. 
San Marino, Calif. 
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f Mr, Tolson- 
| Mr, Mohr.. 



I Mr. Parsons 



Mr. Belmont. 

T.f>ach. 
Mr. X-lalone .. 
Mr. M.Givre. 
f Mr. Kcfsen — 
Mr. Tamm.™ 
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Ml'. Trotter 

£ Mr. W.C.Sullivan 
| Tele. Boom. 








DATS _^^3k^3^ 'f^^^s^^U 
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January li>, XSGA 



Bremerton, T ashington 
Dear Mr. 



/ 



Your letter of January 5, 1B61, has boon 
received clurinj Mr, Hoover's absence from tlie office. 

In response to your request, the reprint, 
"Communist Target— Youth," is currently being reprinted, 
and 200 eopiea will bp forwarded to you when they are 
available. 



MAILED 9 

JAN13 1961 
„ ca?M»m 



Sincerely your 3, 



Helen X\. Gantty 
Secretary 
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2 ~ Seattle - Enclosur es (2) 

ATTENTION SAC: | | is not identifiable in Bufiles, Since 
consideration is being given to furnishing him material on a continuing 
basis, you should search your indices, and if necessary, conduct a 
brief discreet inquiry limited to established c ontacts in a n effort to 
ascertain general character and reputation of | 1 Under no 
circumstances should he become aw are of the Bureau T s interest- 



Submit r eply, under caption of "Mr J 

^^Bremerton, Washington, Research (Correspondence and Tours)' 



no later than 1-23-61. 



— , /Follow ups made for £-23-61 and 1-26-61 
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Bremerton, Washington 
January 5, 1961 



J. Edgar Hoover, Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Department of Justice 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 

0 

The John Birc h - a Society in Bremerton has recently 
purchaseoHEhe movTe^^ Abolition", and I have been 

designated to show it before local youth, parent and church 
groups* Some difficulty has been experienced in attempting 
to verify the authenticity of the film and the statements 
made in it. In your report "Co mmun ist Target - Youth" re- 
leased in July, 1960 was very valuableTSTformation that 
could be used to fight these liberal-socialists. Is there 
any possibility of obtaining about 200_cqpies of your report 
to pass out to local leaders and presidents of organizations. 
I would also appreciate it very much if I could be placed on 
fyour mailing list for all future reports and publications 
concerning Communism and its activities. I need help from 
someplace, but it is real difficult to find authentic 
documentation that people will believe and respect. 



b6 
b7C 





7 JAN -9-1961 




« _ lo<Mol-5P 



jja crescenta, California 
Dear Mrs, 



January 13, 1061 
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Sineerely yours, 

3- Edgar Ro^ 1 
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John Edgar Hoover 
Director 
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NOTE (cont. ) 

Robert Welch, indicated at one time that he thought a group having 
the appearance of a front organization might be effective in attracting 
true subversives. Welch has, in the past, also attacked President 
Eisenhower and his Administration in his writings. 
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Jan. 5, 19.61 



i-r. J. Edgar Hoover 

Federal Bureau of investigation 

7/ashington D.C. ^ 

Dear LIr. Hoover,/ 



at tli^^b\Mdt^^~- 



Having recently become alarmed u.u ^ 
Communism not only In other countries but in our 
own country as well, I discovered and have joined 



the John^Bireh Society. 



ii 



If this society truthfully and faithfully supports 
the Ideals and alms to v;hich It claims, x would 
lihe to devote my time, energy and finances toward 
its growth and activities and urge my ^relatives, 
friends and acquaintances to do likewise. But 
since they occasionally point a finger accusingly 
at people and organisations usually thought of as 
defenders of freedom and democracy, I have readied 
a point where I must lenow \/hether the John Birch 
Society is what it claims to be. 

Since the membership is doubling In size once 
every four months it seems to me that people should 
'mow from a reliable source whether or not it is 
^o-nt^y of the su-.roort of all good .tierican citi- 
zens. I an hoping you can answer this question 
for me. 

I cm enclosing their Bulletin for December in 
v;Vi c b many of their views arc set forth. I hope 
It is not ashing too much of you to have someone 
on "our staff advise me in this natter. 



he 
hie 



Very sincere 




La Crescenta, Calif. 
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Belmont 78, Massachusetts 



December 1, I960 
Bulletin For December 
Copyright I960 by The John 
Birch Society, Incorporated 



Foreword 



"Greater than the tread of mighty armies 
is an idea whose hour has come. M 

Author Unknown 



There is considerable history connected with the above 
quotation, and many writers have expressed some part 
or some version of the same thought. We are concerned, 
however, not with the authorship of this exact form of the 
brilliant generalization, but with the way its applicability 
to The John Birch Society becomes more visible every 
month. And we derive both understanding and encourage- 
ment from watching the principle inexorably at work in 
our favor. 

On December 9 The John Birch Society will be two years 
old. We are still quite small, and very young. But al- 
ready, more because of our obvious potential for the fu- 
ture than anything we have done so far, we have made a 
recognized impact on the American scene. And during 
the past few months it has become clear that our growth 
is not to be stopped, nor its rate retarded, by vicious 
attacks from the Left, extensive smears from the Right, 
or the complacent ignorance of the Center. For the 
foundation of our effort is truly an idea whose hour has 
come. 

We want^ess government) and still less government 
everywhere, down to the irreducible minimum necessary 




for a civilized society* For expanding government is 
inevitably an enemy of freedom and an obstacl^e to prog- 
ress. We want^more individual responsibilityjallowed 
and accepted, for man was not created to be just a num- 
bered robot in a collectivised state. We want a return to, 
and increasing respect for, those moral and humanitar- 
ian principles, clearly defined by all of our several re- 
ligious faiths, that offer the one and only base on which 
to make this a better world. 

In an age that was not polluted everywhere by the poison 
of Communism, our efforts and objectives would be 
and will be almost entirely positive. But the satanic 
conspiracy, which now threatens to enslave all mankind, 
works unceasingly — as a means of establishing and 
maintaining its cruel tyranny --to increase the quan- 
tity and power of government, to reduce and then abolish 
individual responsibility (except to government), and en- 
tirely to obliterate both morality and even religion itself. 
It is from a practical necessity, therefore, that we must 
oppose and help to overthrow those evil forces that will 
otherwise destroy, and are now destroying, even such 
civilization as man has laboriously acquired. 

We cannot do our part towards building a better world 
without eliminating the foul virus that is making a dis- 
eased monstrosity of the world we already have* To do 
that we must recognize the nature of the virus; we must 
identify and oppose and excise it wherever possible; and 
we must overcome the evil forces that utilize and spread 
it. 

For the virus of Communism is conspiratorially im- 
planted and nourished wherever it appears. There are 
many good Americans who do not realize this fact, or 
who simply refuse to face it; who insist on regarding 
communisxnL^a j s-a "natural u disease to which we have 
fortuitously fallen prey; who consider our battle to be 
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an ideological one, and our enemy a philosophy of life. 
At this stage of the struggle they are all but wasting 
their time; and they even may,, despite the best of in- 
tentions, be helping the enemy by giving him the very 
consideration, and building up the very prestige, which 
he needs. It is not a mistake which The John Birch 
Society can afford to make. Our aims are too far reach- 
ing and too important; and our very devotion to them 
will not permit such comfortable and easy blindness. 
We are, and must be, realists on our side, as much as 
the Communists are on their , Trying to cure commu- 
nism, without destroying the(Communist disease - spread- 
ers,] while it has now become one of the great intellectu- 
al pastimes of our age, is an expensive exercise in dis- 
mal futility. 

Being realists, in The John Bir.ch Society we are deter- 
mined, not just to oppose communism, but to fight the 
Communists. This is the one thing they cannot allow (as 
the career of Joseph McCarthy clearly showed). This is 
why they already hate us so viciously, and why they and 
their sympathizers and allies and dupes will use every 
conceivable means to discredit and destroy us. But they 
will not succeed because ours is an idea of organiza- 
tion, of purpose, and of consecration — whose hour has 
come. 



With Statistics 

But the fact fhat the time was ripe for The John Birch 
Society and its ideals guarantees us only opportunity, 
not success. And the fact that, among all of the oppo- 
nents of communism, we have chosen the one hard road 
that cuts right through to the sources of the poison, means 
that ours is no bandwagon for the weak or^the comfort- 
able. We have no place or time for the-fealf hear ted 
in work or in sacrifice 0 Our body must grow, in size 
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and strength and effectiveness, until it is a match for the 
Communists, And that is a Herculean task, on which we 
have just begun. 



At this two-year birthday we should like very much to 
give out specific facts and figures about our size and 
growth. We know our members would love it. And we 
doubt if, at this stage, it could do us any harm. But we 
are convinced that the sound experience which keeps so 
many other groups from ever revealing their numerical 
strength has even more force with regard to ourselves, 
and that we should set no embarrassing precedents for 
the future. 

We*ll discuss our rate of growth quite frankly at this 
point, nevertheless. And there is tremendous encourage- 
ment and inspiration for us all in the vigor of our expan- 
sion to date. For it is continuing growth, not current 
size, that is important, and to which so much of our zeal 
must be dedicated during the months and even years im- 
mediately ahead. 

So far we have been doubling in size approximately once 
every four months. There have been one or two periods, 
such as the early part of I960, when our numbers in- 
creased one hundred percent in three months. But the 
next similar doubling required five months. And we our- 
selves are surprised to discover how regular the four- 
months average has been, for multiplying our size by 
two, during the whole two years despite various fac- 
tors that certainly seemed to be brakes on our progress 
at the time they appear ed a Those factors have ranged 



from our own extreme preoccupation with the(^ Committee 
Against Summit Entanglements,) through smear campaigns 



against us of assorted sizes and intensities, to the pre- 
occupation of our members and n prospects M with the re- 
cent election. And yet, as we look back on them now, 
their effect seems to have been swallowed up in the gen- 




-4- 



eral trend. 



The fact that our rate of expansion must be represented, 
not by a parabola, but by an exponential equation, is sig- 
nificant. * For it shows that, with the forces which 
brought us into existence once set in motion and continu- 
ously at work, our growth itself is the primary factor in 
determining the rate of further growth; and that we are 
constantly benefitting from and building on what we have 
already achieved, as a base for further expansion. 
Which may be a longwinded way of saying that our new 
members themselves rapidly become by far our best 
salesmen for more new members, but which neverthe- 
less supplies positive corroboration of that important 
fact. 

Getting down to earth again, our growth experience to 
date not only means that we are doubling our size three 
times within each year -- or each twelve -months period, 
wherever taken. But it emphasizes the fact that, if we 
could maintain any such fabulous rate, we would have 
eight times as many members at our third birthday as 
we have now, and more than eight times that many by 
the end of 1962. 

Frankly, I don*t think it can be done. The two limiting 
factors, as is obvious and as we have explained before, 
are getting the money for such rapid expansion, and 
building organization solidly enough to be sure of what 
we are doing. And no matter how much you members 
sacrifice to help us, and no matter how hard we all 
work here to make the best possible use of your support, 
I don*t think the tangible results can come quite that fast. 
Also, I think that 'the steepness of the exponential curve 

For the few who may be interested, the equation is y = A 8 X , where y is the total 
of our membership, A is a constant, and at is the age of the Society, expressed in years 
or fractions thereof. And the formula which we hope to maintain* as explained, further 
along, would be y = A 4 X , where A remains the same. 
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is bound to slow down somewhat as we get much larger. 

But I do think that for the next year, and perhaps two, it 
is possible and practicable for us to double our size every 
six months, or twice a year. And even a projection of 
figures on that basis should supply energizing encourage- 
ment to us all. 

The task is to convert that projection into reality. But 
all of our warnings and exhortations, from both the Blue 
Book and earlier bulletins, not only remain in force; 
they need repeating here. We want alarmed, informed, 
patriotic citizens who are determined to do their part to 
stop the^Communists and to (destroy the Communist con- 
spiracy,) But this alone is not enough. Even fervent 
anti- Communism should at no time be considered ade- 
quate qualification for membership in The John Birch 
Society. We wish to have associated with us in this 
mighty undertaking only men and women of good charac- 
ter, humane conscience, and religious ideals. 

The John Birch Society through its membership, by both 
precept and example, must help to restore morality and 
integrity and worthy purpose to the world in which we 
live. The Society must not only cause Catholics, Prot- 
estants, Jews, or Moslems who join it to wish to become 
better examplars of their religious faiths, but their very 
membership in the Society must itself be a constantly 
ennobling experience. We wish every member to share 
with us the happiness and the inspiration of working for 
an epic cause; of being part of a great historic move- 
ment for noble aims of tremendous and lasting impor- 
tance. The members we recruit should not only have 
courage, and understanding, and a deep sense of per- 
sonal responsibility to God and their fellow men for all 
that they do or leave undone; they should be firmly de- 
termined, s6 far as they are able, to restore a God- 
given "upward reach 11 to the heart and mind, to the ac- 
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tions and the thoughts, of contemporary man. It is be- 
cause we demand so much and aim so high that we have 
"an idea whose hour has come. M 

Agenda For The Month 

(1) Recruit new members. (But read all of the above 
first. ) 

(2) Read at least one book from our approved list* 

(3) Obtain subscriptions to your magazine, AMERICAN 
OPINION, and orders for individual copies of the maga- 
zine or reprints of its articles. 

For yourself, if you are not already a subscriber, and 
do not feel that you can afford the five dollars per year 
on top of your dues, please ask your Chapter Leader to 
send in your name and address for one of the gift sub- 
scriptions. We have such subscriptions, paid for by 
friends of ours for just this purpose, available to any 
member of The John Birch Society on request. 

We keep on informing our newer members and remind- 
ing our older ones of this offer for the most important 
reason. It is that so often the explanation for many of 
our requests in these bulletins becomes so much more 
clear and convincing if you have read the articles, which 
serve as background for those requests, in AMERICAN 
OPINION. 

Quite a number of our members, for instance, wrote 
our Research Department asking for the supporting rea- 
sons for the critical protests of Herter a s actions, which 
we repeatedly urged. But if they had read Pages 14-26 
in the June issue of the magazine, which, were devoted 
entirely to a survey and analysis of Christian Herter 3 s 
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actual record, we do not think that five percent of those 
who wrote us would have felt any need to do so. Or if 
those of our members who think that we fail to appreciate 
<T Henry Cabot Lodge had read Pages 17-23 of the February 
AMERICAN OPINION, they would have found adequate 
evidence that we "appreciate 11 him only too well. As to 
Dag Hammarskjoeld , the whole of our May issue, given 
over to Julius Epstein J s review of the Bang-Jensen case 
from the official documents, reveals that slippery and 
despicable character in his true colors. 

We cannot always give you, in these bulletins, adequate 
documentation and explanation for the actions we request. 
Sometimes, as in connection with the flying of 'the Pana- 
manian Flag at the Canal -~ where we did know exactly 
what we were talking about and were doing, despite some 
implications reaching some of our members to the con- 
trary — we could not do so without asking you to read 
at least one whole book (Harding*s The Untold Story Of 
Panama ; Devin-Adair, $6. 00), and a great deal of other 
material. But frequently we have already laid the ground 
work for such requests, and for a proper understanding 
of them, in the pages of your magazine. 

So read it. A distinguished conservative member of the 
British Parliament recently wrote that in twenty-five 
years of studying Communist penetration he had never 
seen anything as good as our I960 Scoreboard Issue. A 
leading French conservative weekly, Nation Francaise , 
has just used over half a page (newspaper size) to quote 
from and report glowingly on the same number. Our 
most regular contributor since the magazine started, 
William Schlamm, has been the most widely read author 
and most widely heard lecturer in West Germany for the 
past eighteen months. And American Opinion is, now 
rapidly winning recognition, both at home and abroad, as 
a leading authority on international affairs and on all 
aspects of the Cold War. Read it yourself and do your 
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part to increase its readership by others, 

(4) During December most of your Congressmen and 
Senators will be home 0 They are entitled to some peace 
and relaxation and freedom from official worries during 
the holiday season, the same as anybody else. So avoid 
either harassing them, or even appearing to do so. But 
most of them will still be glad to hear from and talk with 
their constituents on all suitable occasions, nevertheless. 
So take advantage of the opportunity by calling them on 
the telephone, or visiting them personally, or forming 
small groups or delegations to do so, in order to make 
your views respectfully but emphatically known. Our 
legislators, more than any other members of our na- 
tional government, are still guided to a considerable ex- 
tent by grassroots sentiment — if that sentiment is 
strong enough and obvious enough. Among the matters 
on which you should make your sentiment both strong and 
clear are the following. 

A. We want no repeal of the Connally Amendment, 
either direct or by subterfuge. If any further evidence 
had ever been needed of the folly of putting ourselves 
completely at the mercy of the World Court, such evi- 
dence was conclusively supplied on November 16, when 
Philip Jessup was elected a member of that Court. 

B. We want a strengthening, rather than abolition 
or any weakening, of the House Committee on Un-Amer- 
ican Activities. The movie of the San Francisco riots 

is alone sufficient to show how important a victory it 
would be for the Communists to destroy this Committee, 
and how important is our need to maintain it. If your 
Congressman or Senator has never seen that film, try 
to arrange for him to do so. (Prints are available 
promptly, at $100. 00 each, from Washington Video Pro- 
ductions, 1637 Wisconsin Avenue, N. W. , Washington 7, 
D. C.) Also, some of our Coordinators have such prints, 
as we have bought as many as we could afford for that 
purpose. 
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C. We want every Congressman and Senator fully 
to realize that Fidel Castro, who has been a devoted 
agent of the Kremlin ever since his school days, is a 
vicious, dangerous, and declared enemy of the United 
States; to act accordingly in connection with all perti- 
nent matters that come before Congress; and to use 
their influence and power to see that our State Depart- 
ment and other administrative agencies stop helping 
Castro while pretending to oppose him. (An excellent 
new book on Castro is Nathaniel Weyl*s Red Star Over 
Cuba; Devin-Adair, $4. 50* ) We especially want no 
more of the steady undermining of anti-Communist 
morale throughout all of Latin America, by our govern- 
ment, which has taken place under Christian Herter's 
regime in the State Department. 

In this connection, and in support of our outspoken 
criticism of Herter and our analyses of what has really 
be en happening, we reprint below, with permission of 
the author, a letter to our present Secretary of State 
from a distinguished Lieutenant General (Retired), who 
is one of Florida*s most influential citizens. 

October 5, I960 

Mr* Christian Herter 
Secretary of State 
State Department Office Bldg. 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Secretary: 

On September 6, I960 I addressed a letter to you 
concerning the Cuban situation and its relationship 
to the security of the United States of America. 
This letter was delivered through the office of Sen- 
ator George Smathers of Florida and he requested 
that the letter* -be brought to your personal atten- 
tion. At this writing you have not even taken the 
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trouble to acknowledge receipt of the letter. 

In my letter to you, I charged that the State De- 
partment was guilty of treason in handing the 
Cuban government over to the International Com- 
munist Conspiracy, thereby endangering the se- 
curity of the United States of America* 

What kind of people are you who now run our State 
Department? You sit quietly and let an American 
citizen charge your department with treason and 
are not the least bit disturbed about it. To me 
this means that you either admit that traitors are 
in your department or that the word TREASON 
has ceased to mean anything to you. Either con- 
clusion is fatal to our country. 

The loss of Cuba to Russia is a catastrophe and 
can mean our defeat in this great struggle* 

The responsibility for this condition now rests 
entirely upon your shoulders, Mr. Herter, "and 
the people of this country will not forget or for- 
give what you have done to them and how you have 
allowed our country to reach this dangerous posi- 
tion. 

Yours truly, 

(Signature) 

Sumter L. Lowry 

D. We want no further steps towards surrender of 
our absolute rights in perpetuity over the Panama Canal, 
"to the entire exclusion of the exercise by the Republic 
of Panama of any such sovereign rights, power or author- 
ity, u as established by Article ,111 of the ,EDay-Bunau- 
Varilla Treaty which still governs the situation and 
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by which treaty the Republic of Panama was given birth. 
And we want no further motions toward n inter national- 
ization" of the Canal, under any guise. 

E. We do not want any welfare state at home Mr. 
Kennedy has received no mandate for establishing any 
more of a welfare state than we already have. If he has 
even been elected at all -~ which as yet is by no means 
certain it is clear that at least one -half of the people 
of the United States did not want him as President and 
are opposed to the kind of administration foreshadowed 
by his past record and his campaign. This is a very im- 
portant point to emphasize to every member of both 
Houses of Congress. We want no "bi-partisan honey- 
moon" at the beginning of this regime, during which the 
extreme "liberals" would have everything their own way 
and do further irreparable damage -- as Franklin Roose 
velt did to our whole americanist system of govern- 
ment*, 

F. We do not want our Senators abdicating their 
rights and duties with regard to confirming Presidential 
appointments. The appointments to be handed down by 
the incoming administration are likely to be worse, if 
possible, than those during the later years under Eisen- 
hower, And it is time for all conscientious Senators, 

of both parties, to stop letting themselves be browbeaten 
into accepting any appointment practically by default. 

Go There are still a lot of very good Congressmen 
and Senators who will go to Washington in January D They 
may not agree with us on everything which is hardly 
surprising or desirable, since we never agree with one 
another on everything. Far from it indeed. But these 
men* scores of them in both parties, are good Ameri- 
canists, with regard to both domestic issues and foreign 
affairs. They deserve praise, support, and encourage- 
ment And while they are at home during the Christmas 
season is a good time to give them all three. 

(5) Continue to buy, and use on your envelopes, our 



-12- 



stickers concerning a republic against a democracy, of 
which a sample will be found on the envelope of this bulle- 
tin. Our price originally quoted was $1 # 00 for 25 sheets 
of 33 stickers each; that is, for 825 stickers. In the ac- 
tual printing we found it far better to use larger sheets, 
each containing 80 stickers. Our price has been revised, 
therefore, to $1. 00 for 12 sheets of 80 stickers each, or 
960 stickers for the dollar. Up to now the stickers are 
actually costing us more than that, but we wanted to keep 
the price as low as, we could, and we believe our cost 
will be all right as we get into considerably larger quanti- 
ties. 

Also, we hope that the use of these slogans will become 
very widespread indeed. In answer to a number of in- 
quiries we had hoped to have a four -page insert to go 
with this bulletin giving a brief review of some of the 
vital differences between a republic and a democracy. 
We find now that to do so would put this bulletin over the 
line, for an additional four cents postage, which would 
be an unwise extravagance. So the short article will 
appear in the January AMERICAN OPINION, and re- 
prints will then also be available. In the meantime most 
of our members are already aware that those differences 
are so important as amply to justify the very extensive 
campaign, which we hope will be spearheaded by the use 
of these stickers, to make millions of Americans more 
conscious that ours is or was a republic! 

(6) A four -cent stamp has recently been issued in honor 
of Senator Robert A. Taft, bearing his picture and name. 
One of our good members has suggested, and we agree, 
that it offers us an excellent opportunity to impress on 
Washington just how much respect for Taft and his prin- 
ciples is still vigorously alive in this country. Use this 
stamp on your mail, ask for it at your local postoffice, 
request that they stock it and keep on insisting if neces- 
sary, and do everything you can to make it one of the 
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most widely used issues in many years. The world in 
which we are living today is one in which power is built 
up out of prestige, pressures, and persistence. And it 
is well worth the cumulative effort to all of us, to show 
the "liberals" how powerful still remain the memory 
and ideals of Robert A. Taft. 

(7) In our last bulletin we asked our members to oppose, 
in every practicable way they could, the use of UNICEF 
greeting cards. We referred you, for supporting argu- 
ments, "%o Hubert Kregeloh*s article, DonH Send Me A 
UNICEFjGreeting CardJ , in the November AMERICAN 
OPINION. We repeat that request and reference here 
because December is the month when most of these cards 
are used. 



While we believe the National Guardian denies, or would 
deny, being an official Communist Party paper, it will 
certainly do for the comrades until something more of- 
ficial comes along. (It's editor is Cedric Belf rage ! ) 
And this weekly runs a Guardian Buying Service for the 
faithful. The four -page Holiday Shopping Guide of this 
"Service, n in the October 31 issue, offered many in- 
teresting items o There are "precision" wrist watches , 
imported directly from the USSR. There is a "popular 
handwoven cap" from Yugoslavia. There are two books 
glorifying the Communist side of the Spanish Civil War* 
There are "peasant dolls " and 'little city dolls" straight 
from Poland. And there is a "complete line" of port- 
able typewriters froxa East Germany. About one -third 
of the whole first page of this shopper's guide, however, 
is given over to "The Famous UNICEF Greeting Cards, " 
their pictures, and their prices. We just thought you 
might like to know the most logical place to buy UNICEF 
greeting cards, in case you find them irresistible and 
disregard our advice! 

(8) In our October bulletin we suggested that our mem- 
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bers join, and become active in, their local Parent 
Teachers Associations. And we further urged that they 
consciously strive to move up the ladder and exert in- 
fluence in the state and national PTA organizations. We 
have received considerable criticism on that item, from 
informed sources, on the ground that the second part of 
our suggestion simply could not be carried out by any 
conservative parent. It seems that the 'liberals" and 
leftists running the PTA from the top have set up such 
a brilliant system of self -perpetuation, partly by re- 
quiring officers to be chosen from committee chairmen, 
who have first been appointed by the officers, that there 
is no practicable way of shaking this leftwing grip over 
the whole machine. And any Americanist who tried to 
break into this tight and purposeful hierarchy would 
simply be butting his or her head against a stone wall. 
Our critics say, therefore, that our suggestion was un- 
realistic. 

We readily admit we did not know that the situation in 
the upper' reaches of the PTA was quite so bad, or that 
the baleful influence of the leftwingers in the National 
Education Association had been quite so thoroughly es- 
tablished over the PTA as well. (And we*ll bet that 
ninety percent of the good American mothers and fathers 
in the local PTA a s don*t know it either. ) And it may 
be, as several of our critics tell us, that the only real- 
istic course for Americanist parents to take is to join, 
or help to start, local School -and-Home Clubs or other 
parallel organizations to do what the PTA was originally 
founded, and is still supposed, to do. We shall return 
to this question in a later bulletin, after considerable 
more study of the whole situation. 

In the meantime, the problem of deteriorating education 
for our children is getting worse, because so much of 
the deterioration is "planned that way. M Not, except 
in rare instances, by the teachers, or' even local school 
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administrators (whose worst crime is simply to M go 
along 1 ' with the pressures and policies prepared from 
above), but by the influences in the NEA, our Teacher s* 
Colleges, and elsewhere; influences that are determined 
to see the whole American public leveled into uniform 
mass mediocrity and to use public education as one 
powerful means of accomplishing that objective. It is a 
problem which members of our Society simply cannot 
ignore. 

For the time being, therefore, we still recommend that 
~~ regardless of any chance of affecting national or state 
policies of the PTA — our members become active in 
their local Parent Teacher Associations wherever that 
offers the best chance of bringing americanist as against 
collectivist influence to bear on the curricula, teaching 
methods, and policies of your local schools. Where 
there is no such chance, we urge you to form or help 
others to form your own local group of parents -- under 
whatever name — to serve the same purpose* And in 
either case we also urge you to become acquainted with 
the teachers and administrators of your local schools, 
study the textbooks being used, visit meetings of your 
school committee, and otherwise take a lot of direct 
personal interest in the kind of job which your agents , 
whom you are paying to teach your children, are actual- 
ly doing. 

During the three years that this writer was a member 
of our local School Committee, in a residential town of 
thirty thousand inhabitants, the monthly meetings of our 
committee were invariably attended (unofficially and as 
self-invited guests) by three representatives of the 
League of Women Voters. They were always quiet, 
friendly, considerate and welcome. They were as 
charming ladies, and personally as well regarded, as 
could be found in our town. But they were also about 
as "liberal 11 as could be found in our town as well. And 
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they and their organization were taking a very strong 
and direct interest in what happened in our schools, and 
in which way the schools were headed. But never once 
in my three -year term did any members of any conserva- 
tive group, or any individual conservative, attend a meet- 
ing of our committee. There are plenty of people in our 
town interested in seeing the best of American tradition- 
al values preserved, in our schools as elsewhere ~- but 
not that interested. Heavens, no. Bridge or a movie 
is so much more fun. 

But American parents and nobody else have the ultimate 
responsibility for the education of their children, no 
matter what agents or agencies they hire to do the job for 
them, and no matter how hard the 'liberals n and "pro- 
gressives" try to shift that responsibility to ever -more 
centralized government. The fact that "Johnny can ! t 
read, 11 and even worse problems, are due almost en- 
tirely to the gradual abandonment of that responsibility 

under insidious cajolery from the "Left" ~~ to the 
agencies of government. One of the major functions of 
The John Birch Society, over the next several years, is 
to help mightily in restoring americanist principles and 
purposes to our American schools. This can be accom- 
plished only by the cumulative effect of an infinite num- 
ber of small and conscientious labors on the part of our 
members. And it is time we got started on that task 
with a will. 

(9) The movie on which we were to report this time was 
Spartacus. It is based on a novel by Howard Fast (!); 
the screenplay is by Dalton Trumbo (!); it was directed 
by Stanley Kubrick; the "executive" producer (and hero) 
is Kirk Douglas; and it is billed as the most expensive 
picture ever made. The Communist influences in its 
production background are boldly undisguised. We have 
enough material and reports on the "whole show" for 
a tight condensation to fill several pages of this bulletin. 
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But the actual Communist propaganda in the film itself 
has been kept low and well camouflaged. And we simply 
do not have room to give you the thorough analysis on 
which we think protests to local theatre owners and man- 
agers should be based* While we have been delighted, 
therefore, to see other patriotic groups call critical at- 
tention to this spectacle, we suggest that our members 
'■hold their fire n until a more propitious occasion, when 
we can supply them more effective ammunition. 

(10) Please write letters to the following, 

(a) Mr, Jess Oorkin, Editor, Parade Magazine, 285 
Madison Avenue, New York 17, New York. Tell him that 
we want no part of the direct telephone line between the 
White House and the Kremlin, proposed in his issue of 
October 30. And since Senator Kennedy went on record 
as favoring the proposal, mail copies of your letter to 
him, addressed simply to President-elect John F. 
Kennedy, Washington, D. C. The copies will never be 
read, but they will be noted and counted. Many of the 
letters to Parade will be read, however, and the whole 
protest is worth while. Goodness knows Washington is 
ideologically close enough to Moscow now, without mak- 
ing the White House a branch office of the Kremlin, or 
vice versa, 

(b) Hon. Syngman Rhee, 2033 Makiki Street, Honolulu 
14, Hawaii. Tell him not to answer the letters , but we 
just want him to know what a great man we all still think 
he is. We believe he will get a huge amount of well- 

de served pleasure and encouragement from a flood of 
such goodwill messages. 

General Comments 

In every bulletin we try to give a small word of praise 
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or encouragement to some other toiler in the same vine- 
yard as ourselves. This month we are making that ges- 
ture of approbation to Verne Kaub and his American 
Council of Christian Laymen, by enclosing one of his re- 
cent flyers. And if this additional circulation of the 
flyer helps to make more audiences and prospective au- 
diences aware of Dr 0 Max Lerner*s "qualifications u as 
a lecturer, we can count that as a bonus for our effort. 

Also, we call attention to the Political Action Conference 
being put on in Washington, January 6 and 7, by Human 
Events. The two -day program will be studded with power- 
ful Americanist speakers, including Barry Goldwater, 
Strom Thurmond, Congressman Ed Hie stand, Fulton 
Lewis, Jr. , and many others like them. We suggest 
that you get the details directly from Human Events , 410 
First Street, S. E. , and plan to attend if you can* 

There has been considerable pressure in various parts 
of the country to have our Chapter Leaders supply the 
names and addresses of their members ~- usually to 
somebody of unquestionable patriotism and for visibly 
laudable purposes/ - Let us again warn both our Chapter - 
Leaders and Coordinators that the names of our mem- 
bers are not to be given to anybody , for any purpose. 
We once turned down and lost for good an applica- 
tion for Life Membership in our Home Chapter, with a 
check for a thousand dollars, because it carried a con- 
dition that we tell the applicant who his fellow members 
were in his locality. And he was a well-known long- 
time fighter against the Communist menace, about whose 
worthy purposes there could be no slightest doubt. Our 
guarantee to our members that their names and address- 
es will not be divulged simply means what it says. 

The White Book For I960 , about 300 pages* cost five 
dollars prepaid, containing all twelve bulletins for the 
year (including this one), will be coming from the printer, 



ready to mail, in about a week to ten days. It is the only 
practicable way we know for our newer members to 
learn all of the bad things we have done and all of the 
good things we have tried to do during 1960 o 

We are very proud of all of our Coordinators. They are 
a dedicated and hardworking group. But we are going to 
break a precedent here or set one -- by mentioning 
particularly Brigadier General William L. "Jerry 11 Lee, 
USAF (Ret. ) (written up a few years ago by the Saturday 
Evening Post as one of the n toughest n and ablest gen- 
erals in our Air Force), who has recently become a full- 
time Coordinator for us (at his own expense and without 
pay) in the area surrounding Amarillo, Texas. What 
we need now is about a hundred more Jerry Lees, but 
we are proud to have even one. 

Because this is the last bulletin of the year, let us re- 
peat here our frequent warning: Do not carry out any 
of our requests which are disapproved by your own con- 
science. This is ,! a monolithic body, tr and we l ll use 
our authority on the negative side, if it becomes abso- 
lutely necessary, to prevent anybody doing any damage 
to the Society from within -- so far as we are suffi- 
ciently forewarned and able. But on the positive side we 
do not want anybody, ever, to do anything for The John 
Birch Society which he or she does not earnestly want 
to do. We simply hope that you will have confidence in 
our integrity and purposes, and will fervently wish to 
carry out all or most of our requests. 

And to each and every member, everywhere, we send 
our thanks, our kindest regards, and our very best 
wishes for a Merry Christmas! 



Sincerely, 
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Santa Barbara, California 
Dear Mr. 



Your letter wa^ received on January 10, 1961, 
and I am glad to know that you have found the material sent 
you of interest and assistance* 

Although I would like to be of service, the 
function of this Bureau as strictly a fact-gathering agency 
of the Federal Government doe^ not extend to furnishing evalu- 
ations or drawing conclusions au to the character or integrity 
of any organisation, publication or individual. I can inform 
you that we have not investigated the John Birch Society, but 
thte ahould not be construed as boing either a clearance or 
nonclearonce of the grc up in question* 



JAN I T B'6I 

.... CQ WA*fM 



Sincerely yours, 

& Edgar HooW 



#,1* •/ 



o 



CD 



o 

o 



NOTE: The John Birch Society is an allegedly anticqmmunist group 
with branches throughout the United States. Its heady Robert Welch, 
has criticized the Eisenhower administration in the past in his writings, 
and our field offices have been alerted to watch the activities of his group 
Correspondent has received publications on the subject of communism in 
the past, and a most commendatory note to^E>irector was received from 
him in August, 1960, at which time he stated that he was a member of 
the J ohirBircjbLS ociety> (62-104401-283). 43S^paper per prior corre- 
spondence. ~ i,,/*,. rr ;< 
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January 4, 1960 



Dear Mr. Hoover: 

I am a high school junior who has held a great deal 
of admiration and respect for you and your organization ever since 
I really understood what the meaning of the immense and complex 
problem confronting our once great nation really is. I have written 
you several times previously on diverse topics, and have always 
been satisfied with your prompt, concise replies, I sent for 
several copies of your pamphlet "Communist Target— Youth" and 
was impressed with the efficiency with which you process the 
countless letters you must be receiving all the time. 

Now I would like to get down to the real reason I am 
writing this letter: I would like your true and honest appraisal of 
the organization known as "The John Birch Society* " I would, of 
course, appreciate as comprehensive and objective a reply as 
possible. Thank you for your patience. 

Sincerely Yours, 



/s/ 
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Santa Barbara, California 
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January 17, 1G61 



Stamford, Connecticut 
Gear Mrs. 



be 

b7C 



ret, IT' 



Your letter dated January 8, 1961, has been 
received, and I thank you for your kind message. 

The thought prompting your writing me is very 
much appreciated, and I was interested in having the benefit of 
your observations and comments. Enclosed are publications 
which offer citizens suggestions as to how they can take effective 
action in combating the subversive forces facing us today. 

Although I would like to be of service in connection 
with your other inquiry, I wish to advise that the FBI is strictly 
a fact-gathering agency of the Federal Government and, as sucfe 
does not make evaluations or draw conclusions as to the character 
or integrity of any organization, publication or individual. Tliei 
FBI has not investigated the John Birch Society, but this should^ 
not be construed as a clearance or nonclearance of the group? 2 

f O 



MAILED 9 



JAN 1 8 1961 

COMM-t=B3 



Sincerely yours, 

John Edgar Hoover 
Firector 




Enclosures (7) 

Director's Statement 10-18-60 
* Press Release 12-22-60 
Red Goals and Christian Ideals 
\ Introduction March, 1960, & 17th National Convention CP, 
How To Fight Communism 

You Can Do To Fight Communism 
ose of Soviet Espionage, 




USA 




Ingram 
Gandy 



jg^cord Bufiles identifiable with correspondent or her husband. 
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Stamford, Conn* 
January 8, 1961 



J* Edgar Hoover, Director 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 'V^-^'^&^X 

Washington, 25, D. C. T T yvr^UATTOi! C^AI'^HD 

Dear Mr. Hoover: £v 

According to all sorts of surveys, the .American -woman is a pretty 
powerful person. She spends all the money, makes all the decisions, 
raises the children — is really a power to be reckoned with when it 
comes to designing cars, homes, merchandise of any kind. How does it 
happen then --that these powerful women —and there are millions — 
billions of us — are not doing something about Communism? How come 
lots of us are not doing anything —except putting in time in 
organizations that are not getting anything worthw&ile done"? How 
many millions of us are not in JUJY organization —rather than be in 
these time -killing, get -nothing- done clubs? 

Mr. Hoover, there are m&Ilions of women in America today that have 
time and talent to fight for America — if we just knew where to begin. 
I am sure there are women like I, who want to do more than just worry 
— or wish they couM help. Wo aren't in any unions, we don*t see many 
people in a day f s time, we feel we are not moving fast enough just by 
teaching our children. We can't afford to be passive any longer when 
the Communists are moving so swiftly. We are the wemen who hate fighting 
— but are willing to fight for our country. Won't you please tell us how 
to fight? 




I know there is Moral Rearmament, the Christophers — all of them 
teaching the same things — really. The Golden Rule — not "Who's 
right — but What's right" — everyone doing his own little bit to 
make this a better place to live in. This hasn't really been working 
well enough — or fast enough to keep up with the Communists — so what 
is the answer? How can we fight them? How^can the women fight fire 
with fire? That is what it take; 



b6 
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j*has a slogan — "INeve^u^e^^ / 



The Ladies Home Journal magazine 

the power of women" — and I wish you would give this a lot of thought 
and come up with an answer so the women of American 4©ajgtyj|; J^Ygfi^ 
organize against Communism. I don r t think the surface has even been 
scratched. 



I have been to one meeting of The _J ohn fere h Society — and I am anxious 
to know if this is a good or ganizati on "--or'^usH another one where they 
sit around and scare people but never give them any concrete thdng to do. 
I never heard of it before I moved to Stamford from MiRjni, so I am 
wondering about it. I guess any organization fighting communism is a 
better thing than no organization, but I would like to have a part in 
exposing Communism for what it is —and I don't know where to begin. 
Maybe the American women are pictured more concerned with havittg wall \ 
to wall carpet — or pastel appliances, but I prefer to think that most 
of us are yearning to do something to help y£u in your fight against 
our enemy. Mr. Hoover --we thank you fo** what you have done for 
America —and wish you would help us find our way to help too. 



Sincerely yours. 



# 
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January 17, 1961 
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West Chicago, Illiiiois 
Dear Mr. 



I have received your letter of January 10, 
1961, and the interest which prompted you to write is 
appreciated. I vmA to thank you for your kind comments 
about the work being done by this Bureau, 

Tie jurisdiction and responsibilities of the 
FBI do not extend to furnishing evaluations or comments 
concerning the character or integrity of any individual, 
publication or organization. However, I can advise you that 
the John Birch Society has not been investigated by tMa 
Bureau, but this should not be construed as a clearance or 
nonclearance of this organization by the FBI. 



Enclosed is some material regarding the 
general subject of communism which may be of interest. 

Sincerely yours, 



Ml 8 



John Edgar Hoover 
Director 
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Enclosures (5) 

Communist Illusion and Democratic Reality 
One Nations Response to Communi&fri 
Communist Party, USA 
Director's 10-18-60 speech 
Expose of Soviet Espionage ^JJ [ ^ 



(SEE NOTE NE 
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NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Bufiles. The John 
Birch Society is allegedly an anticommunist organization with 
branches over the various parts of the country. Our field 
offices have been alerted to watch its activities inasmuch as its 
head, Robert Welch, indicated at one time that he thought a group 
having the appearance of a front organization might be effective 
in attracting true subversives. Welch has, in the past, also 
attacked President Eisenhower and his Administration in his writings. 
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January 10, 1961 



Mr, J. Edgar Hoover 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Washington 25, D. C. 



ALL ir?P0!^ATX0H COMTAIKED 
KE:?:riM TS u:;CLAS3T«ILD 



ii 



Being somewhat concerned with the trend of American policies, and 
the seemingly compromises we have so often made to the communist 
regime, I have tried to find some way of combating the present 
trend toward socialism and ultimate destruction of American ideals* 

o 

I have been told that the "John Birch Society 11 is a growing society 
dedicated to fighting tEF^ommunistl TTSeTieve this society is 
headed by a Mr. Robert Welsh of Belmont, Massachusetts, 

I would appreciate your official opinion of this society and of 
Mr. Welsh , so that I may be guided in the right direction and not 
be dupeJT in a column of "Red 11 , as has happened to so many other 
good citizens of our country. 

I, as a citizen, appreciate the tremendous job you have done for 
'our country for so many years. May God be with you. 




be 

b7 



West Chicago, Illinois 
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January 18, 1981 



Dear Miss 



Your letter was received on January 12, 1961, 
and the interest which prompted you to write is appreciated* 



The jurisdiction and responsibilities of the FBI ' <s> 
do not extend to furnishing evaluations or comments concerning 
the character or integrity of any individual, publication or ^ 
organisation. However, I can advise you that the John Birch 
Society has not been investigated by this Bureau, but this should 
not be construed as a clearance or nonclearance of this organ- 
isation by the IBL 

Enclosed is some material regarding the general 
subject of communism which may be of interest. 



MAILED. 31 

JAM 1 8 1961 



Sincerely yours, 

J- £ci?w Woovf r 

John Edgar Hoover 
Director 




Enclosures (5) 

17th National Convention, CPUSA & 3-60 LEB Introduction . 

Director's speech of 10-18-60 / - 

Communist Illusion and Democratic Reality . \ ; '1 4 

One Nations R^spbrise to communism ^ { * f 

Expose of S&viet JE^onage K^s^^^ ^? ^> 

NOTE: Th e John Birch Society is allegedly an anticommunist organization 
with branches over the various parts of the country. This organization was 
founded by Robert Welch in Indianapolis, Indiana, in December, 1958. Our 
field offices have been alerted to watch its activities inasmuch as Welch 
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Abilene, Texas 
January 9, 1961 



Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr. Hoover: 

On January 5 I saw three films of The John 
Birch Society. They were being shown here by a group which 
also had a speaker here last summer, Mr. Stroube, and were 
advising on Communism in the United States, etc. If this organ- 
ization (and Mr. Welch, who heads it) are what they seem to be, 
I am anxious to join and work with them. 

Will you please advise me? I shall appreciate 

your help. 

Sincerely yours, 



(Miss) 



be 

b7C 
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V L^FOK^IOM CONTAINED * 
K^X^IS UNO USf^l^..- 



DATE^^a^ 33 



40 



MISSl | b6 

JANUARY 18, 1961 b7c 



NOTE CONTINUED: 

indicated at one time that he thought a group having the appearance 
of a front organization might be effective in attracting true subversives. 
He has, in the past, also attacked President Eisenhower and his 
admi nistratio n in his writings. Bufiles reflect nothing derogatory on 



Miss | | and we have enjoyed limited, cordial correspondence 

with her. 
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January 18, 1031 



^1 



Santa Ana, California 
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Mohr 
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DeLoach 
Ma lone _ 
McGuire , 
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Tamra 



Dear Mrs. 



Your letter postmarked January 9, 1931, 
has boon received, and the interest which prompted yea 
to vvrite is appreciated* 

The jurisdiction and responsibilities of tjfjfp ^ 
FBI do not extend to furnishing evaluations or common® § 
concerning the character or integrity of any indivicS?al^f ^ 
publication or^OTgaiii2;ation. However, I can adviqg^ga 
that the Jol niMrch Society has not boon investigated 6jr ^ 
this Bureau^ but this shoald not be construed as alfl^a^e 
or nonclearance of this organization by the FBI, # 



Enclosed ic some material re^ardinj the^ 
General subject of communism which may be of interest. 



MAiUD. 31: 

JAM 13 1961 

CQMM-FBl 



Sincerely yours, 




John Edgar Hoover 
Director 

Enclosures (0) \J^&S 

3-1-60 LEB Introduction and 17th National Convention CP, USA 
Communist Illusion and Democratic Reality 

One Nation's Response to Communism 0)t / 

10-18-60 Speech What You Can Do To Fight Communism * A v : Y 

Expose of Soviet Espionage 



^ NOTE: No record Bufiles identifiable with correspondent. 
— V The John Birch Society is purportedly an anticommunist organization 
~ and was founded by Robert Welch of Belmont, Massachusetts. 
?;M^26J6| (Continued next page) y JY 
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NOTE: continued 

Welch has been openly critical of President Eisenhower's 
Administration. We have not investigated the organization. 
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Jan 8, 1961 



Hon. J. Edgar Hoover 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Sir: 

Attempts have been made in this area to 
villify the John Birch Society, I am a member and 100 
per cent behind it and feel it is pro - American all the way. 

Can you please give me your personal recom- 
mendation or approval of this Society? Thank you sincerely, 

Very truly Yours 



/s/ (Mrs) 

Santa Ana, California 
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Abilene, Texas 



Dear TJIiSB 




January 18, 1961 



b7C 



/ 



o 
o 



Your letter postmarked January 9, 1981, 1&5s£beeiF 
received, and I want to thank you for your kind message iioigernjj 
ing the vvork being done by the FBI — * ^ ~ 

appreciated. 



Your bast wishes aWo Sre 0 



o 



as 



la view of your interest in combating coninmiisngf 
I am enclosing publications available for general distribution by 
the J BI along such lines. 



Y/ith reference to your other inquiry, I must advise 
that this Bureau is strictly a fact-gathering agency of the federal 
Government and, as such, does not make evaluations or draw 
conclusions as to the character or integrity of any organization, 
publication or individual. The *BI has not investigated the group 
you named; however, this should not be construed as being either 
a clearance or nonclearance of the organization in question. 
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MAILED. 31 

JAN 13 1961 

COMM-FBI 



Sincerely yours, 

If. Edpw Hoover 



John Edgar Hoover 
Director 



Enclosures (5) 



What/Yo|i Can Do To Fight Communism 
Series from "Christianity Today" f ^ 

Press release dated 12-22-60 pUs 
Director's speech of 10-18-60 
Expose of Soviet Espionage 

o 

NOTE: The John Birch Society is allegedly an anticommunist organization 
with branchleir?yvWth^aTro"us parts of the country. This organization was 
founded byJBobert Welch-in Indianapolis, Indiana, in December, 1958. 
Jftf#fr1SiT ELETYPE « NITa (See next page) DCL:pjh (a) ; 




LETTER TO MISs[ 
JANUARY 18, 1961 



NOTE continued: 

Our field offices have been alerted to watch its activities inasmuch as 
Welch indicated at one time that he thought a group having the appearance 
of a front organization might be effective in attracting true subversives. 
He has, in the past, also attacked President Eisenhower and his adminis- 
tration in his writings. 



Abilene, Texas 
January 8, i960 



Mr. J* Ed^ar Hoover, -Director 
Federal Bmreau of Investigation 
Washington, 13 . C. 

Dear Mr . Hoover : 



,tt ft^SwErW CONTAINED 



First of all, I T d like to tell you how much I have enjoyed reading 
your series on the Communist Threat, which have appeared this week in our 
Dallas News. 

Only this week, I attended a meeting wherein the "John B^rk Society" 
was presented to us and listened to a film recording of a Mr. Welch, who 
appears to be the head of this organization. It was a three-hour long film, 
wherein he attempted to set forth the purposes of his organization and posed 
as one who thinks he knows all the answers to the threat of communism. 

What 1 want to know before I join this organization or any other, ' ,« 
supposedly to fight the threat of communism, is it on "our" side? In other- 
words it could be commjmistic through and through and I want to be sure before 
I become a member. b6 

b7C 

He said the headquarters were in Belmont, Massachusetts; that if you 
joined the Society, you took orders from head down, although you could resign 
any time you wished; that they wanted members through "persuasion" and not 
pressure; that they preferred small groups but dedicated groups; they appear 
to hate communism but at the same time, several points were made that did not 
jibe with true Americanism. 

For instance, they are against the United Nations .think our Newspapers 

are withholding the truth. ... .will not tolerate arguments at meetings 

saw nothing good that our Government has done within the past few years and 
refuse to say how many members they have or who they are. This does not sound 

American" to me • I pondered and uondered after attending this meeting and 
since I believe in you as the champion of our country ! s freedom and liberties, 
I decided to write you and ask about this S oC iety. I do not know where e 

tetU ™' REC-82 &2--S 0( /yO/ 

There was one other thing* that 1 did not like.... it seemed to-jfiS" iSESy 
a re endeavoring to crease "distrust" of almost everybody and every nation a iQfil 
They bore down on the theme that it is senseless and needless to QxrMW pre- 
pardness in this country. On the whole, there was something about it all thatc^ 539 
made me, at least, uneasy and that is why I am worrying you with t^^ques^Tion. 

I realize you are a very busy man, but I love my Country and want to do 
everything for it possible, not against it through ignorance or stupidity. 
Assuring you that I shall appreciate hearing from you, and with all good wishe 
for your continued success at the head of our Bureau in the U. I am 

Most sincerely . 
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Newport fceach, California 
Dear Mr, 




Sincerely yours, 

tyf '+- J 



or" 



i 



I have received your letter of January 10, 1981, 
with enclosure, and the interest which prompted you to communi- 
cate with me on this occasion is indeed appreciated, 

vVhile I would like to be of assistance, the SB! is 
strictly an investigative agency oi the Federal Government and 
does not provide evaluations or comments concerning the 
character or integrity of any individual, publication or organiza- 
tion, I can advise you, however, that the individual and the 
organization you mentioned have never been the subject of an 
investigation by this Bureau* This should not bo construed as 
a clearance or nonelearance ox the individual and organisation. 

In view ot your concern over the menace of 
communism, I am forwarding, under separate cover, several 
items containing my observations on this subject which you may 
like to have. 



n 

■v 1 



1 - D. C. Morrell - Room 4235 

i DSC - Expose of Soviet Espionage Struggle On A New Plane 
One Nation's Response To Communism Director's speech 10-18-60 
Communism: The Bitter Enemy of Religion — ...... 

Series from Christianity Today Communist Party, USA 

God And Country Or Communism? 



I , SEE NOTE NEXT PAGE 
— JMM:bew H( (5) 
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NOTE; Bufiles contain no record of correspondent. The John Birch 
Society is allegedly an anticommunist organization with branches over 
the various parts of the country. This organization was founded by 
Robert Welch in Indianapolis, Indiana, in December, 1958, Our field 
offices have been alerted to watch its activities inasmuch as its head, 
Welch, indicated at one time that he thought a group having the 
appearance of a front organization might be effective in attracting 
true subversives. Welch has, in the past, also attacked President 
Eisenhower and his administration in his writing. 

The Christian Anti-Communism Crusade is headed by 
Dr. Fred Schwarz . W. C. Sullivan to Belmont memo dated 9-22-60 
indicates that when a Special Agent of the Bureau spoke before the 
Dallas Freedom Forum in Dallas, Texas, on September 19 and 20, 
1960, which was sponsoring a school on communism, directed by 
Dr. Schwarfc the Special Agent commented that Schwarfc; ; made 
several pitches for articles in a book which he had written on commu- 
nism, and his publications were prominently displayed. As it appeared 
that he was trying to capitalize on the Bureau 1 s reputation, it was 
indicated that our dealings with him and his organization should 
become most circumspect. 

Correspondent's enclosure was a stamped, self- 
addressed envelope which is being utilized in reply. 



Mr. 
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Massachusetts Mutual Life Insurance Company 

SPRINGFIELD, MASSACHUSETTS ORGANIZED 1851 



The Woods Agency 

260I WILSHIRE BOULEVARD 
LOS ANGELES, CALIFORNIA 



NEWPORT BEACH, CALIF. 



LIBERTY 8-4372 



NEWPORT BEACH, CALIF., 

Jan 10th. I960!. 



to 6 
b7C 



1 1 



federal Bureau of Investigation, 
Inited States Dept., Justice, 
vTashington, D. C. 

Jo//- 

Dear Sirs;- 



o 



Being interested in the Ant i- Communist Movement 
in my neighbourhood I find that the John Burch Society 
is making a good effort to building groups and giving 
out literature, published by the (Jn American Activities 
Committee, and publications such as '.American Opinion, 
and "What Can I "Bo? 11 by Christian Anti~Communist Crusade, 
P. 0. Box 6422, Houston, Texas, Jfitc, 



&r. Robert/* 
the Presbyterian 
response. 



Chu: 



spoke before about 200 people from 
*ch 2 months ago and had a big 




Several of my business and Profession friends in 
Costa kesa and iJewpoirb Beach are interested in iinti- s 
Communist Movement but would like to know about the 
reliability if the John Burch Society along with Mr. 
Robert Telch. Coming from you it will be a great 
influence in the movement against these "Masters of 
Deceit", by your Director, J. Edgar Hoover. 

Thank you tfor your appraisal of the John Burch 
Society and Mr. Robert vfelch. 



Enclosed please find envelope, 





Your obedient Servant , 



\A /A 



IN OUR SECOND CENTURY OF SERVICE 




0 



REG- Iff 



0 



•p 



son 



i -i -/oy y\, | 




January 18, 1961 
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X^acred Heart Academy 
31Q0 McCormick Avenue 
Wichita 13, Kansas 



|Guire 

Jsen _ 
l?)m 

ter , 



1: 

1.~ 



My dear 



Your letter dated January 10, 1961, with enclosure, 
has been received, and I want to thank you sincerely for your best 
wishes and thoughtful message. 

In response to your inquiry, I wish to advice that the 
FBI is strictly a fact-gathering agency of the Federal Government and, 
as such, does not make evaluations or draw conclusions as to the 
character or integrity of any organisation, publication, film or individ- 
ual. I can inform you, however, that we have not investigated the group 
you named, but this should not be construed as being either a clearance 
or a nonclearance of the organization in question. 

Tne film, "Operation Abolition," is sponsored and 
distributed by the Un-American Activities Committee of tho United States 
House of Representatives, and this Bureau had no connection with its 
preparation. As a matter of policy I cannot, of coarse, make any comment 
with respect to it, and you may wish to direct your inquiry to the Committee 
wmeh is located in Room 225, Old House Office Building, Washington 25, D. C. 

£i view of your interest, I am enclosing publications on 
the subject of communism, and I am including in the data forwarded a 
copy of "Communist Target-Youth. » This is a detailed account prepared 
by this Bureau of the highly organized tactics employed by the Communist (>J 



Bons 

mont 

aahan DCLrmb 

lLoach . . 

|, one : \0 J 



JAILER 313 
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COMM-FBI 
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Party in the California demonstrations against the House Committee 
and it is intended to be an urgent encouragement to young people to 
learn the true nature of this malevolent threat, and, armed with that 
knowledge, to resist being duped into unlawful and unthinking action* 

Sincerely yours, 




John Edgar Hoover 
Director 

Enclosures (11) 

Correspondents self -addressed envelope 
What You Can Do To Fight Communism 
God and Country or Communism? 

Introduction - March 1960 - LEB & 17th National Convention, CP, USA 

Communist Party, USA 

Communism: The Bitter Enemy of Religion 

How To Beat Communism 

Communist Illusion and Democratic Reality 

One Nation's Response to Communism 

Expose of Soviet Espionage 

Communist Target—Youth 



NOTE: Correspondent enclosed a stamped, self -addressed envelope, 
to small to utilize in reply. 
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Sacred Heart Academy 
3100 McCormick Avenue Phone WHitehall 3-3228 
Wichita 13, Kansas 



January 10, 1961 



Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 
F.B.I. U.S. Department of Justice 
Washington, D. C. 




Dear Mrs. Hoover: 



As a teacher of 



]l am presently 



concerned about correct information in regard to a " John Birch 
Society". I understand that it is anti -communist, but I have 
been receiving such conflicting statements pertinent to the Society. 
I believe that it is of vital importance for teachers to have correct 
information in regard to theories and tactics of Communism as 
well as of organizations opposing them. To be certain of getting 
correct information we decided to get it directly from you. So 
just what is the purpose and status of the John Birch Society? Then 
too what about the film "Operation Abolition" ? Would you recommend 
it for showing in our American Government classes? The City 
School Superintendent of Wichita banned the film from the Public 
School System. However various Protestant Churches and Catholic 
Youth Organizations have shown the film. 

We are encouraging our students to read "Masters of 
Deceit" and the periodical "The Truth" (published by the Political 
Science Club of Marquette University High School. 

Enclosed is a self addressed envelope. May God 
bless you and the work of the F. B. I. 



Sincerely 



/a/ 






3100 McCormick Avenue Phone Whitehall 3-3228 

J^'/S.yJ- $jd*tsz£*JL^ ^ AT.LTKL^P^'TO}! contained 

J( a^.^^^^^ 
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January 23, 1961 
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Williston, North Dakota 
Dear Mrs. 



Your letter of January 11, 1961, has been 
received, and the interest which prompted you to write is 
appreciated. 



The jurisdiction and responsibilities of the 
FBI do not extend to furnishing evaluations or comments 
concerning the character or integrity of any individual, 
publication or organization. However, I can advise you that 
the John Birch Society has not been investigated by this 
Bureau, but this should not be construed as a clearance or 
nonclearance of this organization by the FBI. 

Enclosed is some material regarding the 
general subject of communism which may be of interest. 



Sincerely yours, 



Tola on _ 
Mohr — — . 
Parsons _ 
Jclmont _ 
CaUaEian . 

Conrad 

DeLoach , 
Ma lone — 
McGuiro _ 
Hosph 



Trottor . „ 

W.C. Sullivan . 
Tele. Boom . — 

Inaram> 

Gan'ly 




John Edgar Hoover 



Director 



Enclosures (6) 
Director's 10-18-60 speech 
What You Can Do To Fight Communism 
God and Country or Communism ? 
Communism: The Bitter Enemy of Religion 
One Nation's Response To Communism 
Expose of Soviet Espionage 

RWErjab .' 
(3) 



-Ml 



V 1 



NOTE NEXT PAGE 
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□ 



f 



NOTE: No record Bufiles identifiable with correspondent. The 

John Birch Society is purported to be an anticommunist gropp 

and was founded by Robert Welch of Belmont, Massachusetts. 

He has been openly critical of President Eisenhower's administration. 

We have not investigated the group. 



OPPKJz TELEPHONE 



JdOME TELEPHONE 



Williston, North Dakota 



January 11, 19&1. 



Mr. J. Edgar hoover, 
F. B. I. 

Washington, o. C# 
Dear Mr. Hoover: 




We are strong Republicans, and right wing, conservative, and 
are very interested in anti-communist work. We are contemplating 
joining the johrFg ir ch„ .SQfiiflfaL which has just recently been formed 
here. We have heard so many pros and cons about it that 1 finally 
decided to write to you concerning this Scoi&ty. People wonder 
why there are no well known names among the members-is there any 
reasons 

As busy as you are, i was reluctant to take up your time with this 
letter, but 1 surely would appreciate your answer for it would be 
my answer to a lot of talk that 1 hear* 

We live in a very strong Farmers Union hot bed. We have been 
sleeping too long, and have finally come to the realization of 
where our country is headed. We had Herb Fhilbrick here this fall, 
and the Democrats called his meeting a Republican rally. 

I will appreciate your answer . 

Yours trul; 



REC- 16 



/ 4 J#4¥#/~^ 



i2S JAN 24 1961 



A. Jiff 



it 
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Somersworth, New Hampshire 
Pear l 



Your letter of January 13, 1961, has been 
received, and the interest which prompted you to write is 
appreciated. 

The jurisdiction and responsibilities of the 
FBI do not extend to furnishing evaluations or comments 
concerning the character or integrity of any individual, 
publication or organization. However, I can advise you that 
the John Birch Society lias not been investigated by this 
Bureau, but this should not be construed as a clearance or 
nonclearance of this organization by the FBI. 

Enclosed is some material regarding the 
general subject of communism which may be of interest. 

Sincerely yours, 



Tolson 

Mohr 

Parsons „ 
Belmont _ 
Callahan . 
DeLoach . 

Ma lone 

McGuire _ 

Rosen 

Tamm 



"1" K > 



John Edgar Hoover 
Director 



Trotter *~ 



W.C. Sullivan . 
i Tele. Room . 
Ingram . 
Gandy _ 



Enclosures (6) 

Director's 10-18-60 speech 
What You Can Bo To Fight Communism 
Communism: The Bitter Enemy of Religion 
God and Country or Communism? 
One Nation's Response to Communism 
Expose of Soviet Espionage 




Y 



NOTE NEXT PAGE 



□ 



NOTE: No record Bufiles identifiable with correspondent. The 
John Birch Society is purported to be an anticommunist group and 
was founded by Robert Welch of Belmont, Massachusetts. He has 
been openly critical of President Eisenhower 1 s administration. We 
have not investigated the group. 



SOMERSWORTH. N. H. 



Ja nuary 13 , 1961 



Mr. J. Edlgar Hoo^ Qr 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Washington, D.C, 



SOMERSWORTH 



hlC 



Dear Mr. Hoover: 

D I have recently been asked to join an organization called the 

John BircJbL Socieiff the purpose of which is to fight communism. 

Could you give me some information as to the rating or standing of this 
organizatiikn? 

Hoping to hear from you in the near future, I remain 



Sincerely yours, 



'ATX I?r ; """"' 4 7J0!. T C;TT'Ii'wD 




p ■ I 



25 JAM 84 1S61 
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Tolson _ 

Mohr 

Parsons „ 
Belmont _ 
Callahan . 
DeLoach . 

Ma lone 

McGuire _ 
Rosen — 
Tamm . 



^ 0J " * January 10, 1061 



/// 
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North Hollywood, California 
Dear Mrs 



0 ^ %/ 



Your card of January 9, 1961, has boon 
received, and the interest which prompted your writing 
is appreciated. 



While I would like to be of assistance with 
regard to your inquiry, the FBI is strictly an investigative 
agency of the Federal Government and, as such, is not 
permitted to make evaluations or comments regarding the 
character or integrity of any individual, publication or 
organization. Information in our files is confidential and 
available only for official use. I hope you will not infer 
either that we do or do not have information in our files 
regarding the organizations you mentioned. 

In view of your concern, I am enclosing some 
material on the general subject of communism which you 
may like to read. 



MAILED 31 

JAM 19 1961 



Sincerely yours, 



John Edgar Hoover 
Director 




Trotter ,g» 



W,C, Sulli 
Tele 
Ingrain 
Gandy 



Enclosures (11) 
I Communist Illusion and Democratic Reality 

- God and Country or Communism 

- Communist Party, USA 
I Steg^gle on a New Plane 
I ^JfflsniKo FightCommunism 
J: what You Can Do To Fight Communism 

we stand today with communism in the U. S? 

(SE E NOTE NEXT PAGE) 
L — SAW:jka.\(3) 




One Nation's Response to 

, Communism 
Communists are after our Minds 
Communism: The Bitter Enemy 

of Religion 
Expose of Soviet Espionage 



TELETYPE UNIT I 



Mrs 



1-19-61 
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NOTE: The Bureau has not investigated the Christian Anti- Communist 
Crusade or Dr. Frederick Charles Schwarz, its Executive Director. 
Schwarz is an Australian physician who has been touring the country 
lecturing on communism. He uses these lectures^r promoting sale 
of a book he has written on communism. The JohnBirch S ociety is 
allegedly an anticommunist organization with branches over the various 
parts of the country. Our field offices have been alerted to watch its 
activities inasmuch as its head, Robert Welch, indicated at one time 
that he thought a group having the appearance of a front organization 
might be effective in attracting true subversives. Welch has, in the 
past, also attacked President Eisenhower and his Administration in 
his writings. Since correspondent requests information relative to 
two organizations, the above reply is deemed advisable. Correspondent 
is not identifiable in Bufiles. 
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N. Hollywood, Calif. 
January 9, 1961 

J. Edgar Hoover 
F. B. I. 

Washington, D. C. 
Dear Sirs: 

Kindly send all printed matter concerning 
the Communist threat in the U. S. A. , especially if there 
is information about the Christian Anti- Communist Crusade 
& the John Birch Society. 

Sincerely, 



/s/ Mrs. 



t 



Railway Express Agency 

319 EAST 42f? STREET 

ISTdew York 17 




Robert C. Hendon 

VICE PRESIDENT OPERATIONS 




'AT-L I>:FC7",*.TI0N CONTAINED 










e^C^^*^^^- ^^ - ■ «- ^ ^^^ 
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•Mrs . 








Nashville 5, Tenn. 



Jan. 4th, 1961 



Dear Bob: 

I am sure you had a happy Christmas. We 
certainly did, but I must say you do crowd too much 
into those past two weeks. 

I hope you can help me find out something 

I about the "John Birch" Society if you don't already 
know. It is an organization, we are told, to fight 
communism. I am a poor one to join anything and 
certainly not something I know little of. One friend, 
also interested, called the local P.B.I. They were 
not allowed to endorse any organization but did say 
they know nothing against it. Things seem in a pretty 
bad muddle right now and may be getting worse, and 
if there is a way to combat communism through an . 
organization by Joining and giving money it would b 
seem an urgent thing to me. 

I went to one meeting where they showed a 
rather impressive movie on being encircled by com- 
munism in South America, Cuba, Mexico, etc. The ■ 
people at the meeting were mostly young, intelligent, 
and worried . I knew most of them. I wont go on for 
I know so little about it. If you have ways of getting 
literature on the subject or can find out if it is 
worth while please let me know. 

Much love to you and I I Maybe you two 
are coming South this cold weather - if so, wish you 
would stop by to see us. 



T ' - 



ENCLOSURE rj 



.if*t*-V~ ■ , 'ft — _ ■ » 

fwsr-. By* ikcixa .parker I 

oqjl&iliihe drift of th* ?^ & e 
founder J 




.'»nf his vi 3 it -here %' St %? m ? 

^ weakness ^HS^l 
movements- 5KP?Si® : V<??mmufrs£ , 



DATE ^V\YV\ BY- 




J . Wnmeht, tite l hriii p, 3 ce *> £ -enter" ! 

Wpli' f|cl' S JL* -^W With' a /■ 
! • |?Jtf is. eiitoutrff X tbe country 
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ENCLOSURE 




Dear Clyde: 




Mr. Belmont 

Mr. - — * 

I T r. I! ."-^'a© _™ 

Mr. Rosen . 

Mr. Tu:iim 

Mr. Tr^LlT 

Mr. V/.C.Fnllivan 

Tele. Room 

!< Mr. Iy?^r^Tn —m 

| Miss Gar-dy 

Attached is from my cousin - a prominent and jsineere 

gal. K there is anything I could tell her confidentially I'd l ike to qo so. 



Surely hope all goes well with the Boss and you. Am 
sure it will be hectic with a new administration. Be consoled by the 
fact it is hectic in industry too. Incidentally, Whizzer White is a 
very good friend of mine - a nice guy. 



As Ever, 



Bob (Hendon) 






REC- 35 



Ci- 



te 




y 13, 19S1 



PERSONAL 




Mr. Robert Crflendcm 
Vice President Operations 
Railway Express Agency, Inc. 
219 East 42nd Street 
We* York 17, New York 

Dear Bob:*^" .nin 



I have received your letter of January 13, 
\7ith enclosures, and I, o£ coarse, welcome the opportunity 
to be of help to you. 

We have received a large number of requests 
for information regarding the John B ircIl-SQCifity_and in line 
v/ith our general policy have declined to make any comment 
concerning it other than to indicate the FBI has conducted 
no investigation of the organization. For your confidential 
information this group vvas organized in 1953 by Robert H. 
Welch, Jr., an officer and director of the James O. Welch 
Company, manufacturers of candy. Welch has characterized 
the long-range goals of the Society as "less government, 
more responsibility and a better world. " Chapters have been 
established throughout the country to conduct anticommunist 
activities. 

In February, 195D, we received information 
that Welch had written a book entitled "The Politician" which 



Tolson . 
Mohr . 



NOTE: Robert C. Hendon is a former SA who is on the Special Correspondents' 
v List on a first-name basis. Background information regarding John Birch 
t Society appears in Baumgardner to Belmont memo 12-8-60, captioned 
t John Birch Society, Information Concerning, (Internal Security) JHK:RDS:pvv 



— ... „ — w * ._ ^ j ^ _ — j ^ 

^73^^^ hiorma - tion concerning John Birch Society appeared in George Sokolsky's 
r "caii a -h£TIK_ column on 1-14-61. ■ * 



DeLoach 
Ma lone 



AFH:nss 




h ' ' 



(Sandy 



TELETYPE UNIT 



rir. Robert C. Hondon 



sao never published; hoc/over, a limited number of copies 
wore i^ent to friends and individuals ^ho he believed would 
bo interested in its contents* A roviev? oi tiw copy we 
received revealed it vvas in the main a vicious attack on 
President Lieenhov/or. By innuendo v/elch referred to 
President Li&onhowor as procommuniGt. .Another indication 
of Welch's outlcol: appears in hki brochure concerning the* 
Society therein ho status "You have probably never heard 
oi Jean Birch, edmply because the communists in vvaGhin^eon 
planned it that way. " According to a recent column of 
GwOive Sc&oLslty, Welch is currently proposing that stops 
be taken to impeach Chief Justice lari Warren of tiie United 
Jtatoy supreme Court. 

It wao sood to hear from you, and I hope 
tliiL* inioj-mation will help you form an opinion of the 
John Birch Society. 

eincerely, 



Clyde Tolson 



C?>~ /O// '/ /- 



% . - /O// '/ /-JJfJ' January 24, 1901 



Toteon 

Mohr 

Parsons _ 
Belmont _ 
Callahan , 
De Loach . 

Ma lone 

McGuire „ 

Rosen , 

Tctmm 

Trotter _ 



Columbus 1&, Ohio 
Bear lie. 



he 

hlC 



Your letter of January 13, 1961, has 
been received and X can certainly understand 
your deep concern over the grave threat 
presented by communism. 

Although I would like to he of 
assistance to you in connection with your 
inquiry, the FRX t as sti*ictly an investigative 
agency* docs not nake evaluations or draw 
conclusions as to the character or integrity 
of any individual f organization or publication, 
I regret that I ari unable to help you on this 
occasion, and I hope you will not infer either 
that vie do or do not have data in our files 
relating to the subjects of your inquiry* In 
view of your interest, I am enclosing sorio 
material which you may like to read. 

Sincerely yours, 



JAM 2 IS61 



John Edi^ar Hoover 
Director 



Enclosures (9) 



To All Lav/ Enforcement Officials B-l-bO0v\x 
Communist Party, USA ^ 
How to Fight Communism 
Struggle on a New Plane 

Where Do Yfe Stand Today Yfith Communism in the United States? 
God and Country or Communism? v \ X 



W.C, Sullivan . 
Tele. Roomrffo ffjj 
Ingram . 
Gandy . 



Press Release 12-22-60 
Coiwnunist Target - Youth 
. , Exj^eT* of Soviet Espionage 

JAM SO W; 

MAIL. ROOM I I TELETYPE UNIT I I 



I 



V 



See note page tv/o. 



Note: Correspondent is not identifiable in Bufiles. 
* 

The "American Mercury" is owned by Russell 
Ilaguire who is allegedly anticommunist and has the 
reputation of beinfe bitterly anti-Semitic. The 
publication was the subject* of a Registration Act 
invest igat ion in 1953 based upon indications of an 
exchange of funds between Maguire and the Ambassador 
of the Dominican Republic. This allegation v/as not 
established a.nd the case was closed in October , 1958. 

The^ John„ Birch^S ooiety was organized by 
Robert Welch in December, 1958, at Indianapolis, 
Indiana. It is allegedly an anticommunist organisation 
with branches over various parts of the Country. Welch 
has been quite critical of President Eisenhower and his 
Administration. SAC letter 60-5 calls this organization 
to the attention of the field and instructs them that any 
information on their activities should be furnished to 
the Bureau. 



Colu rebus 13, Ohio 
January 15? 1961 



Mr. J. Kdgar Hoover 
Director, F.B.I. 

U.S. Department of Justice Building 
Washington, D.C. 



Dear Kr. Hoover: 



I am an Electrical Engineer for the Bell Telephone 
Laboratories in Columbus, Ohio, and a worried citizen of 
the United States, over the imminent Comcunist threat from 
within our own country. 

I have read a considerable amount of anti-Communist 
literature and if half of what I read is true, only a mir- 
acle can save us from the inevitable doom of falling into 
Communist control without even a shot being fired. 

I may be considered a radical, but I believe that some- 
thing must be done about the situation* I only wish I knew 
what I could be doing to help stamp out this growing menace 
to our society. 

It may be that some of the things I have been reading 
are written by alarmists and I am worrying too iuch about 
nothing, but I want to know and I feel you are the only one 
I can turn to at this time. 

I Tfould like your opinion on the two monthly publications 
that I have been reading, in regard to how much of what I read 
can be taken as truth. The publications are: 

(1) American Opinion 

Publisher: Robert Welsh 

Belmont 78, yass. 

c : 

(2) American Mercury 

(Have been unable to buy this magazine since 
moving from Berkeley, California to Columbus, 
Ohio in August. ) ^CvV* C o , 

I would also appreciate any other help 770U could give 
ne on this subject. 
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Thank you very r^uch. 



Sincerely, 



t r 



0 



4 s 



January 23, 1961 



ToJson _ 

Mohr 

Parsons _ 
Belmont _ 
Callahan . 
DeLoach . 

Malone , 

McGuire _ 

Rosen 

Tamm 

Trotter _ 



Charlotte, North Carolina 
Dear Mrs. 



he 
hie 



Your letter of January 12, 1961, has been 
received, and the interest which prompted you to write is 
appreciated. 

The jurisdiction and responsibilities of the 
FBI do not extend to furnishing evaluations or comments 
concerning the character or integrity of any individual, 
publication or organization. However, I can advise you that 
the John Birch Society has not been investigated by this 
Bureau, but this should not be construed as a clearance or 
nonclearance of this organization by the FBI, 

Enclosed is some material regarding the 
general subject of communism which may be of interest. 

Sincerely yours, 



JAN 2 3 1961 

COMM-FBi 



John Edt^ar Hoover 
Director 



W.C. Sullivan . 
Tele. Room _ 
Ingram . 
Gandy _ 



Enclosures (6) 

Director's 10 -48 -60 speech 

What You Can Do To Fight Communism 

Communism: The Bitter Enemy of Religion 

God and Country or Communism? 

One Nation's Response to Communism „^}(A + 

Expose of Soviet Espionage & ) 

JtytfSdz^ NOTE NEXT PAGE 

TELETYPE UNIT CZ1 
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NOTE: No record Bufile/identifiable with correspondents The 
John Birch Society is pipported to be an anticommunist group and 
was founded by Rob^k^Welch of Belmont, Massachusetts. He has 
been openly critical of' President Eisenhower 1 s administration. We 
have not investigated the group. 



January 12, 1961 
Charlotte, K. 0. 



United States Dept. of Justice, 
Federal Bureau of Investigation, 
Washington 2?, D # C. 

Dear fir. Hoover, 

Ihe "Communist u infiltration in our country has "been of great 
concern to me for sometime*/! Until a few months ago, before I 
became a member of The J ohn^girch Society A I felt that I was 
working a futile cause m^JL^^evsomTIT^^^ 0 110 reason to doubt 
the sincerety of Mr. BoT^Welch nor that of the Society. I and 
my family have had the pleasure of not only meeting Mr. Welch, 
but have had him in our home* We think he is doing a wonderful 

It seems, however, that I find it extremely difficult to con- 
vince others of this tremendous threat to our way of life, and 
even more so to join an organization or "body", as lvi r. Welch 
puts it, which seems to be doing through organised effort what 
so many are trying to do single handed. 

Wow-a-day, people want proof — proof of what I don't know. J hey 
certainly didn*t ask for proof while we were being pushed into 
this conspiracy, and are certainly not asking for proof of bases 
for the Supreme Court dicisiions, but then, of course that is 
different, isn't it J 

Any available information you may have regarding the John Birch 
Society would be greatly appreciated; any literature you may be 
able to send me which would be of help in this fight against 

communism would also be appreciated particularly something for 

the youth of today. We Jjave two teen-age sons who are as inte- 
rested in this cause as Mr* Clark and I are. 



Sincerely yours, 



This is a republic, 
not a democracy 
Let's keep it that way! 



be 

b7C 




' £5 JAN 24 1961 <9' 



Mm- 






ybkjAJb JtftLtiL $jLwijyi&> £L ^>^Uu£mj 
OfidjJyW^ Jl^JU^i^ Cfhrvis^AM^^ 

jttdkL MJc ^tL. aM^^~ 
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January 23, 1981 



4,vV Victoria, Texas 



r ..... t j 



be 

b7C 



Dear 



/ 



I have received your letter of January 12, 1981, 
and the interest which prompted your writing is appreciated. 

The jurisdiction and responsibilities of the FBI 
do not extend to furnishing evaluations or comments concerning 
the character or integrity of any individual, publication^ 
organization. However, I can advise you that the J^n^rck 
^Societ^ has not been investigated by this Bureau, but this should 
not be construed as a clearance or nonclearance of this organi- 
sation by the FBI. 

Enclosed is some material regarding the general 
subject of con>ir.uni$*n which &»ay b$ of interest. 

Sincerely yours, 



John Edgar Hoover 
Director 
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Mohr 

Parsons „ 
Be'lmoni l 
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McGuire . 
Rosen — 
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Trotter 
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Tele. Room _ 
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Gandy 



Enclosures (5) 

One Nations Response to Communism 
Communist Party, USA 
Series ipm "Christianity Today M 
/ sT j .Director ' s speech of 10-18-60 
-^-^ ^Expose of ( Soviet Espionage 
J^j n v ( r 

ZZZ NOTE: The John Birch Society is allegedly an anticommunist organization 

with branches over the various parts of the country. This organization 

■ was founded by Robert Welch in Indianapolis, Indiana, in December, 1958. 

Our field offices have been alerted to watch its activities inasmuch as 
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NOTE continued: 

Welch indicated at one time that he thought a group having the 
appearance of a front organization might be effective in attracting true 
subversives. He has, in the past, also attacked President Eisenhower 
and his administration in his writings. 
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Mr .J .Edgar Hoover 

Federal Bureau of Investigation 

Washington,!) *C 




Dear Mr. Hoover: 



I am a .conservative and anticommunist . I have been ap^ 
proaohed in regards to joining 3Jhe John Burah Society. 
Naturally I want to be very careful no to be u duped m into 
joining a society that may not be all that it represents 
itself to be. 

Would you be so kind as to inform me as to whether this 
society is a bqnefied anticommunist organization. 

I am also leary of joining any extremely radical organi- 
zation, even tho it may be ant i communist. I would appreciate 
any information you may care to divulge in regard to The 
John Burch Society. 



Sincerely, 



A 





OPTIONAL FORM NO. 10 

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 



i 

GOVI 



TO 



Director, FBI 



date: January 17, 1961 




from<^v^ac, Denver (62-New-Dead) 

O RE8C4S 

subject: John BIRCH SOCIETY 

n^CElO^JEOUS - INFORMATION CONCERNING 

I \-L^Z. 

I _ ... 1 Bouldex,^Colorado, 

telephoni^aHjTI^ office on January 10, 1961, that 
several of his friends are considering the establishment of a 
branch of captioned society in Boulder, Colorado • He stated 
he is endeavoring to determine the origin and purpose of this 
organizati on . 



be 

hlC 



he had heard that a 



1 advisfe'd January 11, 1961, that 
in Boulder was endeavoring 



to estab lish a chapter o r branch of this society in Boulder ♦ 

I stated r l is a prominent businessman in the 

Boulder, Colorado, area, enjoys an excellent reputation and 
to his knowledge has never been associated with any 
organizations which have been considered by him to have 
been connected with any Communist activity. 
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advised he will keep this office advised 



b7D 



of the plans of this group. 



information about [ 



The indices of the Denver Office reflect no identifiable 



The above is being furnished the Bureau for its 
information in accordance with Bureau instructions. If in 
the future information is received that any subversive groups 
^.^ttempt to infiltrate this organization, the J|u*eau will be 
advised. 

@ - Bureau 
1 - Denver 
JCL:eis 
(3) 
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~ A/ 

17 JAN 24 1961 /¥ 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 



i 



TO 




subject: 



DIRECTOR, FBI (62-104401) date: l/23/6l 

sac, seattle (100-24754) 
htwe 



ROBERT H*r WELCH, JR^ 
INFORMATION CONCERNING 
(INTERNAL SECURITY) 

THE JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY 



ATX IK7Cr?-'-v?TC-T C n l v " r ^20 
DA?I^£n£V^„ } ^^ Q ^^\g^ 



Reference SAC Letter 60-5 daM 1/26/60. 

, Xj- 

On 12/22/60 [ 



. an employee of the 

Columbia Valley Li^^r_CompSA$r, Bellingham, ' Washington, 
""aavlBBtfh^al just recently seen a lengthy film 

which had been shown by the local chapter of the JOHN 
BIRCH SOCIETY. He could not provide the name of this 
film but stated that it was one that had him "scared 
to death." 
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It is possible that the film to which 



was referring is "Communism On The Map" inasmuch as 
it is known this film is being shown currently throughout 
this area. 



With reference to the JOHN,, BIRCHJSOCIETY, | I 
said that this organization was very active in Bellingham y}M 
<at the present time in a campaign to recruit additTdnal 
members. He said that the person actixvelv prom oting the 



Piles 



JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY in his city was , 
of the Seattle Of fice conta in no a5ve£^3£\Lnf ormation 
identifiable with' 



This information is being provided to the 
Bureau as an indication that the JOHN BIRCH SOCIETY 
is active in the Bellingham area. 

(^X Bureau 
1 - Seattle 
CHD/jpv 
(3) 
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Chicago 23, uiirtott. 
Dear Lira, 



be 
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^^^^ 



Your Jotter of January 11, 1001, has buai 
received, and the interest which prompted ym to write Id 
appreciated. 

Ihe jurisdiction and reeiuOBsibiUtieu at the 
FBI do not extend to £urntehii\; evaluations or commotAj 
concerning the character or into; xity of any individual, 
ptibUcatk^i or organisation However, I can advise yon that 
the Jj^^irch Society has Hot been investigated by thlo 
i>areau, but this ohould not bo coautrued as a clearance or 
nonclcarancc of thia organisation by tho FBI. 

Enclosed is aome material retarding the 
general oubjoet ox comxutarism which may bo of interest* 



Sincerely your 



W.C, Sullivan 
Tele. Room _ 

Ingrain 

Gandy 
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Enclosure (4) 
_ Series from "Christianity Today" 
^7 y -Director's Speech 10-18-60 
^X~|one Nation's Response to Communism 
yp^u Soviet Espionage 

= (SEE NOTE NEXT PAGE) 
— AFH:dmk (3) 
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* i 

NOTE: The John Birch Society is allegedly an anticonnLunist 
organization with branches over the various parts of the country. 
Our field offices have been alerted to watch its activities inasmuch 
as its head, Robert Welch, indicated at one time that he thought 
a group having the appearance of a front organization might be 
effective in attracting true subversives. Welch has bitterly attacked 
the Eisenhower Administration in the past in connection with his 
writings. 
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TRUE COPY 



January 11, 1961 



Mr J. Edgar Hoover, 
Dept. of Justice 

Constitution Ave and 10th. Street NW 
Washington, D. C. 

Dear Mr Hoover, 



I need your advice. Would I be doing a patriotic 



service for my country by starting a John Birch Society Chapter. 
Today in our Chicago Daily News an article by Jack Mabley 
states Mr Welsh of the John Birch Society made some strong 
acusations against Eisenhower and his cabinet. I dont want to 
get involved in a name-calling contest for there are so many 
important issues we as Americans must decide. I have two study 
groups looking to perform action to protect our country - but 
would this John Birch Society be our answer? 



A concerned mother 



/*/ 
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Chicago, 28, Illinois 
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January 20, ISCi 



^n,0», V'; aching*'' ~ 



Year lt <u»-i . iiich vaa received on 
January 0, 1-jGI, durin J my abaowco, was brought to 
my attention u&;on my ;«;Uurn. 

I certainly Dpprociatc your coromenta 
cancaminj our pamoklct entitled "Communist Target— 
Youth," and it is & picture to forward, under separate 
cover, 2C0 copies o£ this report. Arrangements arc 
aico loXn-j made ior you to receive material v/McIi io 
reloaded by this £uroou from time to time. 



Sincerely youru, 



1 - Seattle (80-1262) 
Reurlet 1-20- 61o 



1/ 
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1 - D. C. Morrell - Room 4235 
CSC MATERIAL 

200 copies of Communist Target— Youth 



SAW..M, 

/ (3/ - ■; 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

Memorandum 



« 



TO 





DIRECTOR, FBI 

SAC, SEATTLE (80-1262) 



date: January 20, 1961 



subject: 



Bremerton, Washington 
RESEARCH (CORRESPONDENCE MB 
TOURS) 



1961. 



Re Bureau letter to Seattle, dated January 13, 
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On January 19, 1961, [ 



_____ Naval Torpedo Station, Keyport, Washington, who is 
an established contact of the Seattle Office, informed 
that the above named person has been employed as a Production 
Engineer at this station for 1 and \ years and was previously 
stationed at this same Naval Torpedo Station as a Naval 
Officer for three years. He said this person. is highly 
regarded by the A dministrat ion Officers at the base and he, 



A » 



himself, believes 
conscientious person* 



to be an intelligent and 



SA 



has also had 'some business 
land believes him to be a loyal 



contacts with fl 

.American Citazen, intelligent, and conscientious, 

''~ On January 18, 1961, a review of records of the 

Kits ap County Credit Bureau, Breme rton. Washington* r eflect 



] His 



tha tj ^ I owns his own home at . 

wife's name is | J they have two children, he was 

formerly a Lieutenantrin the United States Havy, stationed 
at the Haval Torpedo Station, Keyport. He is presently a 



^UC- 

(2>- Bureau 
1 - Seattle 
LKS:p ja 
(3) L 
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S3 80-1262 



I I at this station and formerly attended 

Clarkston Co llege. Pot sdam. Hew York, iill information in 

the file for 1 1 " ~ m '~* t~~„™ 

1959. 



favorable. The file began January, 



On January 19, 1961, a review of arrest records 

tt_ „i. j„ ^.^a rrt+r-^t-. caiib+w cViovi ff ' ,q Office 



PD Bremerton, TTashington, and iatsap County Sheriff 
Port Orchard, revealed no arrests identifiable with 
and his wife. 



be 

b7C 
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